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DEDICATION. 



TO THE RIGHT BETEBEND 

THE LORD BISHOP OF ST. DAVIDS. 

My Lobd, 
I TRUST you will excuse the liberty I 
take In inscribing to you a new edition of 
my Letters from Scotland. That none of 
these letters were addressed to your Lord- 
ship, is a circumstance for which I take 
great shame tq myself, after the very kind 
manner in which you spoke to me on that 
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VI DEDICATION. 

head, the day I left you — ^may I be per- 
mitted to add, after the long experience I 
have had of your Lordship*8 concern and 
attachment, in several years of profession- 
al attendance, and, since that was laid aside, 
of private intercourse and friendship. 

I must not attempt to deny, that there 
are some things in these Letters wfiich are 
not Exactly what I should have judged pro* 
per for your Lordship's eye ; — but your 
Lwdship is aware that they were written 
without the smallest notion of being print- 
ed. I hope tlie effect of tli9 whole ^r- 
respondence may be agreeable ta you, and ' 
I well know tlie gentle and forgiving nature 
of your dMp<»ition. Above all, I should 
be highly flattered to learn that the accoui^ 
I h^ve given of the State of Beligion in 
£ioo^a«<i, bad interested and pleased you. 
The truly liberal and apostolic zeal with 
whtch your Lordship has so long been ktr 
bouruig to serve my countrymen in their 
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DEDICATION. Tli 

most important concerns, is appreciated 
and honoured by none more liighlj than, 

Mt Lobd, 
Your Lordship's very humble, 

and very affectionate Servant, 

F£T£a MORBIS, 
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THE 

EPISTLE LIMINARY 

TO 
THE SECOND EDITION. 



MRDAVIES, 
• bookseller, in the stband, london. 

Deab Sir, 
The high tercos in which ycui are plear- 
sed to express yourself concerning the spe- 
cimens of my Letters fnun Scotland which 
hare fallen into your hands, are, I assure 
you, among the most valued testimonies of 
approbation which hare ever come in my 
way. To receive applause from one's . ac- 
quaintances, is more delightfifl than to rer 
ceive it from strangers ; but the most pre- 
cious of all tokens is that which proceeds 
from an old and dear friend. It is true, ^ 
that in such case there may be, in general. 



bvGoogle 



X EPISTLE LIUINARY. 

no small suspicion of partiality, but this 
cannot be the case with you, as you say 
you liked the work before you were aware 
of the name of its author. 

Since that name has now been divulged 
through the rashness of a certain publica- 
tion, I do not see that any very good pur- 
pose could be answered by attempting to 
keep up the mystery in the work itself. I 
therefore accept of your offers with regard 
to the Second Edition, and permit you to 
send it forth into the world with the name 
of Peter Morris as conspicupusly aQifed to 
it as yon may deem expedient. 

About the same time that ypur letter 
reached me, I had anoUier le^te^ on 1,b^ 
same subject from my friend Mr WilUftip 
Blackwood, of Edinburgh. As you and he 
are already connected in so many ways, it 
strikes me that no Incmivenience could at- 
tend your being connected together in this 
little matter also. I shall be happy if you 
find it consistent with your views to com^- 
municate the purport of what I have said 
to him, with all haste ; and hope to s^e th^ 
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EPISTLE LIMINARY. XI 

SecondEdtttoD graced With both your names 
on the title-page. 

When in Kdiobui^ I became acquaint- 
ed with Mr James Bidlantjae, and hare a 
strong inclination that any little thing of 
mine^ould be printed at his press, both 
from my regaixl for the man bims^, and 
on account of the high report I heard of his 
qualificiUiions in that way, from scuneof the 
best judges I know o£ The f^r^ Editi^i 
being but a coarse job, and so smaU withal, 
I did not think of him> but trust thwe wiU 
be nothing to prevait him undiertaking this, 
about which Mr Blackwood will be able to 
arrange with him very easily, being on the 
spot. I should think the best way would 
be to leave the style of printing, &c. entire- 
ly to Mr BaUantyne*8 own discretion-— I 
am sure he will do all he can to make ray 
book a pretty one. As for correcting' of 
proofs^, &c., I dare say I might very safely 
leave that also to Mr !&llantyne ; but I 

have a friend in Edinburgh, (a Mr W ,) 

who will find it quite an amusement to su- 
perintend all that affair ; and, by tbe way. 
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Xll EflSTLE LIMINARY. 

I am a very bad hand at correcting proofs 
myself, for I read them so quickly, that my 
eye passes over a thousand errata, for one 
that escapes the observation of a person 
more accustomed to such things. 

What you say about the portraits, puzzles 
me more than anything else i I mean as to 
the propriety of introducing such things at 
al}. It is very true, however, as you have 
heard, that my pencil was in request while 
1 was in Scotland, almost as much as my 
pen, and that I have now a very rich port- 
foAio of the chief worthies I met with in that 
northern region. Jn this matter, too, I am 
inclined to trust more to my friends* judg- 
ment than to my own, so I have sent you 
this day (per waggon) the whole lot of the 
sketches, leaving you to select for the en- 
graver such as seem most likely to improve 
the appearance and popularity of the worki 
1 think, however, you should on no account 
omit the sketches of the Man of Feeling, 
Mr Scott, Mr Jeffrey, Mr Alison, and Dr 
Chalmers. The others you may do with as 
you please. 
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EPI8TLE XIMINABY. 



■ I would have seat you. my drawings, ot' 
scenery alao» but really in tbe present dayi 
when so much is a-doipgin that line by much 
^ler hands, I feel shy about pushing my 
rude efforts upon the public. I have, there- 
fore, packed up only a very few specimens 
— not at all for the engraver — but merely 
as a present to Mrs Davies, which 1 beg she 
will accept, as also the cheese which ac- 
companies them, along with the best wishes 
and compliments of a very old acquaints 
ance and admirer. You cannot do bet^ 
ter than' have the etchings executed in 
Edinburgh alsa Nobody can be better for 
the purpose than ! Mr Lizars — and, if be 
be too much engaged to do the whole, he 
can get a very excellent young artist, some 
of whose works 1 saw when there, to give 
him assistance — I mean Mr Stewart, who is 
engraving Allan's PicUire of The Robbers 
dividing their Spoil. By the bye, 1 had a 
note from Sir Joseph Banks a day or two 
ago, in which he says a great deal about a 
new invention of Mr Lizars, which he thinks 
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XIV EPISTLE LIUIHAKY. 

is the greatest tfaing that has occurred in 
engraving aipce the time of Albert Diirer. 
I have not seen any specimen of it> but do 
aak. him to try some of the portraits in the 
new way--'-say my own — for that is of least 
consequence^* 

Aa I am just going over to Dublin to 
spend a few weeks with my brother Sam^ 
I shall not be able to hear from you again 
about this matter— so I leave it with per- 
fect confidence in your hands, and those of 
Mr Blackwood. I hear the cry for the 
book is great, particularly in the North; 
therefore do bestir yourselves, and have 
FbtKr out before the rising of Parliament 



* The portrait of Dr Morris is done in this new style ; 
and had the time permitted, the others would all have 
been d<Hie so likewise. It i> thrown off by the conunon 
piinting-press, aa the reader will observe — but tlus is 
only one of the distinguisliing excellencies of this new 
and sptendid invention of Mr Lizars. I am happy that 
my friend's book has the honour of being the first graced 
with a specimen of it ; and not the less so that the speci- 
men presents a capital likeness of my friend himself. 
W, W. 
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EPISTLE LIMINARY. XV 

I hope you won't allow next Autumn to 
go over, without coming down and paying 
a- visit to some of your old friends in your 
native country — and I am vain enough to 
hope you won't omit ua if you do come. 
I ftm an idler man, now-a-days, than I 
could wi^ to be; so do come, my dear 
ur; and if my good friend, Mr CadeU, 
could come with you, tanto meiiug ; — I shall 
do all I can to amuse you in the mornings ; 
and, in the ievenings, you shftll both have 
as much as you please of what, I flatter 
my^ft is not the worst claret in the prin- 
cipality. Between ourselvesf I have a gtest 
desire to see you, as I have some thoughts 
of looking over my papers, and giving you 
Peter's Letters tt^ta Italy and Germany, in 
the course of the winter. Meantime, I re- 
Hudn, with great sincerity,. 

Your friend, 

Peteh AIobris. 

PiMIHAKH HAtL, ^ 

Abiithtwith. V 
IPnfiiMi&iy Evtniv'g. } 
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PETER»S LETTERS 



HIS KINSFOLK. 



LETTER I. 

TO THE EEV. DAVID WILLIAMS. 

Okan'i HotLi, EsiRBDBaB, Hjbch 5. 

1 ABBIT£D here last night, only two hours later 
than my calculation at LiTerpool, which was 
entirely owing to a small accident that he^ 
Scrub, as I was coming down the hill to Mus- 
selburgh. I was so much engaged with the view, 
that I did not remark him stumUe once or twice, 
and at last down he came, having got a jvetty 
long nail run into his foot I turned round to 
cune John, but percaved tiiat he had been fast 
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4 EDINBDEGH— BLACK BULL.. 

asleep during the whole affair. However, it hap- 
pened luckily that there was a farrier's shop only 
a few yards on, and by his assistance we were 
soon in a condition to move again. My chief re- 
gret was being obliged to make my entry into 
the city after night-fall, in consequence of the 
delay ; and yet that is no great matter neither. 
As for the shandrydan, I have never had the least 
reason to repent my bringing it with me. It 
is positively the very best vehicle in existence. 
The lightness of the gig — the capacity of the 
chariot — and the stylishness of the ear — ^it is a 
wonderful combination of excellencies. But I 
forget your old quizzing about my HcHAy. 

My evil genius, in the shape of an old driveU 
ling turnpike-man, directed me to put up at the 
Black Bull, a crowded, noisy, shabby, uncom- 
fortable inn, frequented by all manner of stage- 
coaches aQd their contents, as my ears w«>e well 
taught before moirning. Having devoured a 
toleralible breakfest, however, I began to feel my- 
8i^ in a more genial condition than I bad ex- 
jwct^d, and sallied out to deliver one qf two 
l^t^rs of introduction, and take a genwal view 
(ti the W^'^* in a temper which even you might 
h»ve raivled. To say the truth, I know njot a 
|Q«li«g of more d^i^tful excitation, than that 
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wbidh attends a traveller, when be uIU» out 
of a fine dear mornings to make his first survey 
of a splendid city, to whidi be is a stranger. I 
have often before experienced thia cbarming^i' 
rit-stirring sensation. Even now, I remember^ 
with a Idnd of solemn entbusiasm, tbe day when 
(in your company too, my dear David,) I open^ 
ed my window at the Wbite Horse, Fetter-bne, 
aikl beheld, for the first time, the chimneys teld 
smoke (for there what else coald I b^K>ld ?) of 
Xiondon. I remember tbe brief devoirs paid by 
as both to our coffee and xmxfGns, and the spring 
of juvenile clastixaty with which we bounded, 
rather tban walked, into the midst of tbe hum, 
hurry, and dusky m^mfieence of Fket^Sb^et 
How we stared at Tempfe-Bar ! How oui 
yonng Mood boiled wklnn us^ as we passed av&t 
tbe rery stoiies that bad drank the drops ai 
they oozed, from Ihe fresb-^severed hend of 
brave old B^Hserino ! With what CMisciousness 
a£ reverence did we pace aloi^ the Strand-^ 
retiring now and then into a- corner to eonsuU 
OUT pocket-map — and returning with a big^ sa- 
tis&ction, to ^I ourselves nnder the shadow <^ 
edifices, whose very names were enough for us ! 
£b>w We stood agassf at Channg Cross! The 
statue of the' Martyr at oar. right — Whitehall 
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on our left— Westminster Abbey, lifting itself 
like a doud before us — pillars and palaces all 
around, and the sun lighting up the whole scene 
with rays enriched by the deep tinges of the 
atmosphere through which they passed. 

I do not pretend to compare my own feel- 
ings now-a-days with those of that happy time 
— neither have I any intention of representing 
Edinburgh as a place calculated to produce the 
same sublime impressions, .which every English? 
man must expmence when he first finds himself 
in London. The imagination of a Southern do^s 
not connect with this northern city so many 
glorious recollections of antiquity, nor is there 
any thing to be compared with the feeling of mor 
ral reverence, accorded by even the dullest of 
mankind, to the actual seat and centre of the 
wisest Mid greatest government in the world. 
Without at all referring to these things, the gi- 
gantic bulk and population of London, are, <^ 
themselves, more than suffident to make it the 
most impressive of all earthly cities. In no 
place is one so sensible, at once, to the littleness 
and the greatness of his nature-rr-how insignifi- 
cant the being that forms a scarcely distin-i 
guishable speck in that huge sweepof congregat 
ted existence— yet how noble the spirit v/HiAi 
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has caUed together that mass^-which rules ahd 
guides and uiiinates tibi^n all — which so adoms' 
thMr combination, and teadies the structures of 
art almoGt to rivBl the vastness of Nature. How 
awfiil is the idea which the poet has expressed, 
when he spe^fs (^ " all that mighty heart !" 

And yet these is no lack of food for Mithusiasm 
even here. Hra« is the capital of an andent, 
ind^kHident, and hooic nation, aboundiii|; ia 
buildings ennobled by the memory of iUus- 
trious iidiabitants in the old dmes, and illus- 
trious deeds of good and of evil ; and in otibers^ 
which hereafter will be rev^mced by posterity, 
for the sake of those that inhabit them now. 
Above all, here is all the sublimity of situation 
and scenery^ — ^mountains near and a&r off — crocks 
and glens — and the sea itself, almost within hear- 
ing of its waves. I was prepared to feel much ; 
and yet you will not wonder when I tell you, 
thftt I felt more than I was prepared fw. You 
know well, t^t my mother was a Sootchwo. 
man, and th«%f<Nre, you will comprdiend that 
I viewed the whole with some Httle of the pride 
of her nation. I arrived, at least, without pre< 
judices against tluit which I should see, and was 
ready to o^ea myself to such impressions as 
nu^come. 
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I loibw no chf , where the h^ feditigs, gene* 
nted by the ideas oi antiquity, and the multi- 
tude of human bedngs, are so much swelled 
and improved by the admixture of those other 
lofty.periiaps yet It^H'feehngs, which arise from 
the contemplation of free and spacious nature 
hn«df. Edinburgh, even were its population as 
great as that of L<Mulon, could never be merely 
ft dty. Here there must always be present the 
idea of the comparative Httleness of all human 
works. Here the proud^t of palaces must be 
content to catch the shadows of mountains ; and 
the grandest of fortresses to appear like the dwell- 
ings of pigmies, perched on the very bulwarica 
of creation. Everywhere — all around — ^youhave 
rocks frowning over rocks in imperial elevation, 
and descending, among the smoke and dust of a 
city, into dark depths, such as nature alone can 
excavate.' The builders of the old city, too, 
sppeax -as if they had made nature the model 
of their architecture. Seen through the lowering 
mist which almost perpetudly envelopes them, 
the huge masses of these erections, so high, so 
ru^ed in l^eir outlines, so heaped together, and 
conglomerated and wedged into each other, are 
not' eaaly to be distinguisbed from the yet la]^;er 
. and bolder forms of cUifand ravine, amwig which 
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CALTON HILL. 9 

tbmr founcbitions have been ^tched. There is 
a certain gloomy indistinctness in tbe JbrmatioD 
of these fentastic piles, which leaves the eye, 
that would scrutinize and penetrate them, unt 
satisfied and dim widi gazing. 

In company with the first fiiend I saw, (of 
whom more anon,) I proceeded at ono6 to take 
a hxik ai this superb city from a height, placed 
just orrer tiie point where the old and new parts 
of the town meet These two quarters of Uie 
city, or raXhet these two neaghboiiring but dis- 
tinct cities, are separated by a de^ green valley, 
which onoe contuned a lake, and wfaidi is now 
crossed at one place by a huge earthen mound, 
and at another by a magnificent bridge of three 
aniws. This valley runs off towards the sostuary 
of tbe Forth, which lies about a mile and a hali 
^ &om the cify, and between the city and the sea 
there rises on each side of it a hill — to the south 
that called Arthur's Seat— to the nc»tfa the lower 
and yet sufficiently commanding eminence on 
whidi I now stood— (the Calton Hill. 

This hill, which rises about 350 fe^ abov* 
the level of the sea, is, in iact, nothing mor^ 
than a huge ^e of rocks covered with a tiun 
coating of seal, and, for the most part, with a 
beoutijbl verduce. It has lately been aided 
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10 CALTON HILL. 

eM round with spacious gravelled widks, so that 
one reaches the summit without the least fa- 
tigue. It seems as if you bad not quitted the 
streets, so easy is the ascent ; and yet where did 
streets or city ever aflford such a prospect ! The 
view dianges every moment as you proceed ; 
yet what grandeur of unity in the general and 
ultimate impression ! At first, you see wily the 
skirts of the New Town, with apparently few pub. 
lie edifices, to diversify the grand uniformity of 
their outlines ; then you have a rich plain, witib 
green fields, groves, and villas, gradually losing 
itself in the sea-port town of Edinburgh, — Leith. 
Jjath covers, for a brief space, the margin of 
that magnificent Frith, which recedes upwards 
among an amphitheatre of mountains, and opens 
downward into the ocean, broken everywhere 
by green and woody isles, excepting where the 
bare brown rock of the Bass lifts itself above 
the waters midway to the sea. As you move 
round, the Frith disappears, and you have Ar- 
thur's Seat in your iront. In the valley be< 
tween lies Holyrood, ruined — desolate — but ma- 
jestic in its desolation. From thence the Old 
Town stretches its dark shadow— up, in a line 
to the summit of the. Castle rock— a royal re- 
sid^ice at either extremity — and all betweoi 
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an indistinguishable mass of black tower-like 
structures — the concentrated " walled city," 
wMcb has stood more sieges than I can tell 
of. 

Here we paused for a time, enjoying the ma* 
jestic gloom of this most picturesque of dties, 
A thick blue smoke bung low upon the bouses, 
tmd their outlines reposed behind on lidges <^ 
purple clouds ; — the smoke, and the douds, and 
the murky air, giving yet more extravagant 
bulk and altitude to those huge strange dwell- 
ings, and increadng the power of contrast whidi 
met our view, when a few paces more brou^t 
us once agidn upon the New Town — ^the airy 
bridge — the bright green vale below and be- 
yond it — and, skirting the line of the vale on 
either side, the rough crags of the Castle rock, 
and the broad glare of Prince's Street, that most 
superb of terraces — all beaming in the open yel- 
low light of the sun — steeples and towers, and 
(nipolas scattered bright beneath our feet— and, 
&r as the eye could reach, the whole pomp and 
richness of distant commotion — the heart of the 
dty. 

Such was njy first view of Edinburgh. I de- 
scended again into her streets in a sort of stupop 
of admiration. 
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Excuse my teoublkig you with all this, now 
that I have written it ; but do not be alarmed 
with any iear, lest I should propose to treat 
you with mudi more of the same kind of diet. 
I have no intention to send you a description of 
the dtiea and soenery c^ Scotland. I refer you 
semel et miad to Sir John Carr and our dear 
countryman Mr Pennant. I have always been 
" a fiaher of men ;* and laete also, I promise 
you. I mean to stick to my vocation. But 
enough for the jNresent. 

Tour's sincerely, 

P. M. 

P. S.— You will observe by tiie date of my 
letter, I have already left the Black Bull I 
write from one of the most MHufortahle hotels 
I ever was in, and have ^ready ascertiuned the 
excfilenee of the port, 
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LETTER II. 



TO THE SAME. 



Oman's, Maxcb 6. 

DeaA Datid» 
Do you recollect W— — of Trinity ? I sus- 
pect not ; but you have heard of hbn a thousand 
times. And yet you may have met him at my 
vooms, or l^orth's ; for I dnnk he detamined* 
after you beg«i to reside. At all events, you 
r^monberto have heard me describe his strange 
eocentrio character — his dissolute behaviour du- 
ring the first years of his residence — his extrava- 
gant zeal of. study afterwards— last of all, the ab< 
sur<£ty of his sudden etopemrait, without a de- 
gree after havuig astonished the examining mas- 
ters 1^ the splendid ccanmencanent of his exor 
mintotion. The man is hal£-mad in some things; 
and_tluU!.is.tiie k^ of the whole mystery.. 
-. W— and.I wefe jpreat friends during the 
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first terms I spent at Jesus. He had gone to 
school at Harrow with my brother Samuel, and 
called on me the very day I entered. What a 
life was ours in that thoughtless prime of our 
days ! We spent all the. mornings after lecture 
in utter loun^g — eating ice at Jubb's— flirt- 
ing with Miss Butler — bathing in the Char- 
weU, and so forth. And then, after dinner, we 
used to have our fruit and wine carried into the 
garden, (I mean at Trinity,) and there we sat, 
three or four of us, sipping tmty fir a couple 
of faoiiF!), «dder thedask refreshing ^ade of liiose 
(ddbfraifacn libikeiis. EvenooDg^'War po aodONr 
over, tbm Wft W9«M doinn ta the Tm^ and mm 
aae, an MKOttisAei two of Mo^r HaHTs hoati^BRd 
10 rup nwM tgunst eadi otiicr, at adme of iite 
ftieBdi»kQl£a«7orSwdl«i)^ What.l<»toofliRad 
and butter we osed tcLdurour at tea, andiAat 
ddi^t we felt in loving back in the cool nortji 
. evening-^sometimffl tke mten up long ere wf 
n»ch^ Cfanst ChunciinseadOiBt. again; A. Sght 
BUjDpeP ' ciiaeie»and-bcBad atid )cttuce»— and % 
jtv^ous bowl oi KBhop*-^tkeie wmb tlu mgfUat 
cct^uiion, I woold gin^e b^ I am wortiK to 
live oiw wetk of it aver agiAkk At tlut time; 
'W-^f*- and i, Tcnn V^e (4tf Oovpus,) md one 
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or^o more, were never sepande above three<^ 
&mr taoutB in llbe day. 

I was on my way to ^^ver a )ett» <^ 'mtto^ 
doction to a, young burister of Ais ^Ace, when, 
ki iuming the comer of a Street, my otd fiioid; 
WiH W " — " , p«9sed close at my eUiow. I knew 
kini ID a moment, although he h givatly changed, 
ind cajled after him. He turned round wit)» * 
fieece u>, as if loth to be disturbed, ^fov he wa< 
erndentl7 vp to t;h« diin in meditstioa ;) but, 
OBreocignimi^bUaDeientaogH^DtMuie. netkiBg 
eouldhp more hearty thim the kfaidness aS his 
eaytcnancfc After afewfaurri^ interrDgatioM 
OD'bath ndei, dirernfitd fc^r sotniely any ib4 
sponses on either, I took his ana and began te 
exp}m» to bam tfaepunposee o^ my viiit ito a 
libyii viAuA be had so btfels vspectafeicn of seaw 
ing ;me. He acoonpanied me imme^at^y !• 
the Calton Hitt, of vAidi I tp^e in mif heti 
and viiH*, as he aisaied t»% he'Sftendt aft, laasb 
eaw luntr eaexy day wbeD jk- £diiibui;gfa, Oa 
eoming down kq cacried me to the:Hotel vkam 
I DOW atn; a^ having leoa lay haggi^aaKl 
hanea&Mf ortabliAy^ and walked a good deaf 
ab«|t die town, we praoeeded tohu-housek whoie 
I remained fov the wst eftiu d^. L asnore 
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you this xencountCT' has affwded me the higfae^ 
pleasure, and I doubt not it wiU be of infinite 
use to me, nua-epver— for W— — ij, perhaps^ of 
all men* the very person I should have selected 
to aet as my Cicerone in Scotland. Indeed. <I 
wonder at mys^for not having made ihor6 ac- 
curate enquiries about bim before I set out ; buf 
I had scanehow got a confused idea in my head 
tiiat he was resident in France or G«inaiiy# aai 
really had never thought of him in rdatitm tof^my 
own schemes o£ visiting his country. He has 
aheady introduced me to several very [deasant 
Idlows here< Biit before I describe his ctAnpa- 
nions, I must oideatour to ^ve you sonie litde 
notion of himsdf. 

After leaving Oxford undtf tbe strange ar- 
cumstances you have often heard me spet^ ofy 

W i«ooeeded to the Northi where he spoit 

several years in severe study, not a whit di«-> 
Couraged in his views, or shakai from. Ms attaibh' 
itiNits, by the angular catastrophe to wfaidi t^c 
constitutional and irresistible pamc of a mo- 
ment had exposed him. He changed, however* 
But iitdeed itvaa acaxeely posdhle for Imn to do 
odierwise, the course and tenor of his usual pur- 
suits ; passing for a time from thextasmts, with 
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thfe greater part of whom he had formed a ptetty 
accurate acquuntance, and Singing himself over 
head and ears into the v6»7 heart of Gothic an- 
tiquities, and the history, poetry, and romance 
of the middle aged. These he has quitted by' 
fits and starts, and spent the intervals of their 
neglect in making himself &r better skilled tlian 
is common in the modem literature of foreign 
countries, as well as of England ; but ever sinc^ 
and up to this moment, they form the staple of 
hisoccupation—^tibe daily bread of his mind. He 
lives almost continually in the days gone by, 
and feels himself, as he says* almost a stranger' 
among matt^« which might be supposed to be 
~ltearer to him. And yet he is any thing but a 
stranger to the world he actually lives in ; al- 
tbot^h indeed he does perhaps regard not a 
few both of its men and its things, with some- 
what of the Coldness of an unconcerned visitor. 
In short, for there is no need to disguise the 
feet to you, he has nursed himself into such a fer- 
vent veneration for the thoughts and feelings of 
the more ancient times of his country and of 
ours, (for as to that matter he is no bigot,) that 
he cannot witness without a deep mixture of 
bile, the adoration p^d by those around him to 
thoughts, feelings, and persons, for whom be ei>- 

VOL. I. B 
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tertains, if not absolute, at the least no inconu- 
derable comparative contempt. I have s^d tha,t 
he is not a bigot, in regard to any old ideas of 
difference between his own country and ours. 
This I attribute in a great m^suje, certainly., 
to the course of study he has so devoutly pur-, 
sued, and which could not have failed, in making 
him acquainted with the ancient condition of 
both countries, to reveal to him far more points 
of agreement than disagreement between them.. 
But a part of his liberality must also,' I should 
think, be ascribed to the influence, of his educa- 
tion in England, more particularly in Oxford ; 
his long residence in that noble city having fill- 
ed the finest part of his mind with reverent ideas, 
ctmceming both the old and the present ^^m- 
deur of Engh^d, such as can never be eradicated, 
nor even weakened, by any after experience of 
his life. Such, I suspect, from his conversation, 
to be the truth of the case ; and yet it is only . 
from odd hints and suggestions, that I have made 
shift to gatl^r so much, for, of all men living; 
he- is the least chargeable witji the sin of diss^- 
tation, and I never heard him in my life give 
more than one sentence to the expression of any 
opinion he enterttuns. 

Having now succeeded to the fiimily estate; 
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which is a very andent, and a tolerably produc- 
tive one, W feels himself perfectly at Uberty 

to pursue whatever mode of life is most agree- . 
able to his fancy. He has travelled a good deal 
on the continent of Europe, and even penetrated 
into Asia Minor and Egypt, as far up as the 
Pyramids. These joumies, however, could only 
have been undertaken for the purpose of grati- 
fying some very ardent curiosity, in regard to a 
few particular points connected with his former 
devotedness to classical learning ; and he now 
declares, that, unless he should be tempted to 
visit Spain for the sake of her cathedrals, he will 
never again leave the white clifik behind him. 
He makes an annual or biennial trip to Lon- 
don ; but, wifli this exception, he is always to 
be found either at his old castle in Berwickshire, 
or here in Edinburgh, where he has a very snug 
house, although by no means in a fashionable 
part of the town. From a feeling of respect for 
his ancestors, he refuses to quit the old family. 
residence, which is no other than a lodging up 
five pair of stairs, in one of those huge aerial 
edifices of the Old Town — edifices which some- 
times cont^ beneath a single roof a population, 
layer above layer, household above household, 
more numerous than that of many a street in 
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many a city south of the " ideal line." Hei« 

W still sits in the satne enormously stuffed . 

and prodigiously backed elbow-chair, and still 
reposes beneath the same antediluvian testers - 
which served his grandfather, his great grandfit- 
ther, and all his generations back, for aught I 
know, to the days of Queen Mary ; it being on 
many occasions his most chosen boast, that the 
degradation which affects, in other houses^ the 
blood of the race, has touched in his house noj 
thing but their furniture, and has not totally de- 
stroyed even that 

W—— *- ushered me into this remarkable habi- ■ 
tation of his, not only without the least syjnp- 
-tom of shame for its apparent obscurity, and the. 
equally apparent filth of its approach, but with ' 
a certain air of proud and haughty satis^ictitHi, 
as if he would have been ashamed to have con-!, 
ducted me to one of the newer, more commo> 
dious, and more elegant houses we had serai in 
the New Town. " The times are changed," 
says be, " since my grandfather, the Lord of 
Session, used to see all the ladies of quality in- 
Edinburgh in this old-fashioned hidfkaculum. I 
desire to see none of them here now. I have a 
tailor for my neighbour immediately below me>- 
a eobI»— a tallow-chandler — a dancing-master — 
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8 f^ocer — and a cowfeeder, are all between me 
and the . street ; and above, God knows what 
stoie of washerwomen — French teachers — auc- 
tioneersr—midwives— seamstresses — and students 
efdiTihity, are between. me and the chimney- 
top. But no matter. I have some daret, which 
is not too old to be tasteable ; ahd I shall make 
an endeavour to give you, at least, as-good com- 
mons as you were used to at the Bachelor's table 
of Trinity." 

I had no reason to complin of his &re, al- 
though I confess, when tbe covers wer£ first re- 

- moved; I was not wi^out some apprehensions, 
dial it might ' prove as Methuselamitish as his 
dwelling. Whether that might, or might not- 

■ be, the provender was excellent. It consisted, 
primo, of broth made from a sheep's head, with a 
.copious infusion of parsley, and other' condi- 
ments, wfaiefa I found more than palatable, espe- 
cially after, at my host's request, I added a spoon- 
■ fill or two of Burgess to it. 

Seeundo, came the aforementioned sheep's head 

- in propria persona — the hair having been taken 
off, not by the knife, but by the hot-iron, and the 
skin retaining icova this operation, not only an 
inky hue, which would astound an Exmoorian, 
but a ddicious, <»ly, fragrant guato, worthy of 
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being transferred, me Judiee, to the memtwan- 
dum-book of Beauvilliers himself. These being 
removed, then came a leg of roasted 'mutton, 
five yeu*s old at the least, from Uie Castlemaint 
ofW . A dish of pancakes, very finely pow- 
dered with sugar, brought up the rear of the din- 
ner, every five minutes of which we wadied 
down with a glass of rare sherr}', as ancient as 
Falstaff, or Jobannisberg, which my iriend had 
imported himself fi-om the very cellars of Met- 
temich. A ewe-milk cheese, which I found as 
good as any thing that ever came from the Fays 
de Vaud, and a glass of ale, such as I could not 
beat even in Cardigan, formed a sort of append- 
age to tbe feast ; and just before the doth was 
drawn, I tasted, for tbe first time, a liqueur, whidi 
I prefer vastly to all the Marasquin — ay, to all 
the Cura^oa in existence — the genuine Usque- 
baugh of Lochaber. Our Chateau-Ia-fitte and 
olives went down afler this repast like very nec< 
tar and ambrosia. But you will say, I am a gour- 
mand even upon paper. 
To conclude with a portrait of my entertiuner. 

— William W is a pale-faced, grave-looking, 

thin gentleman, of forty years old, or thereby. 
He has a stoop in his gait, and walks with his 
toes in ; but his limbs seem full of sinew, and he 
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isof a seemly iH-eadth across the back. He uses 
to wear a hat of singular broad brims, like a 
Quaker, for the conrenience of shadow to his 
eyes, which ate weak, though piercing. These 
he &rther comforts and assists by means of a 
pair of spectacles, of the pure crystalline id 
winter, " but throughout the sunny portion of 
the year," green. His nose is turned up some- 
what at the point, as it were disdainfully.- His 
lips would be altogether indiscernible, but for 
title lirle of thdr divisiciQ ; and can call up in no 
mind (unless, perchance, on the prindple of con- 
trast) any phantasy either of «heny or rose-bud, 
to say notbing about bees. This yellow visage 
of his, with his close firm lips, and Ms grey ^es 
shining through his spectacles, as tiirougfa a 
buraiHg-glass, more brightly — the black beard 
not over diligently shorn — all lurking under tbe 
printing ^bdow of tlutt strange brim, compose 
Midi a physiognomy, as one would less wMider 
to nieet with in Valladolid, than in Edinburgh. 
It is jdain, yet not ugly. It is monastic, yet it 
is not anchoretic. . It is bitter, and yet k wants 
not gleatns c^ sheer good humour. In short, it 
belongs, and only could bdong, to the nervous, 

imtable, enthusiastic^ sarcastic WUliam W -. 

The years whidi had passed since our parting 
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had exonerated the lines of this oountenance, 
and entirely removed every vestige of its bloom. 
But the features were too marked to have under- 
gone any essential alteration ; and after dinner, 
when some half a dozen bumpers of claret had 
somewhat smoothed ite asperiti^, I could aL 
most have fancied myself to. be once more trans- 
ported back to th^ common*room of Trinity or 
Jesus, 

To you, who know us of old» I need scarcely 
add, that two Oxoniims meeting after such a se- 
paration, over such wine, were in no hurry to 
shorten their sederunt. I think it is very cre- 
ditable to me, however, tiiat I retfuned enou^ 
of my senses to be able to find my way to Oman's^ 
without accepting, far less asking, either directiMi 
or asslsttuice. Of course, I am too well-seasoned a 
cask to feel the smallest bad efiects this morning. 
Quite the contrary : I have already swallowed 
three cups of coffee, as many rolls and e^s, and 
about a pound of excellent mutton-ham, and ex- 
pect W — — every moment to resume his func- 
tions as my lAonhier. 

£ver your's, 

P. M. 
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LETTER III. 



TO THE SAU£. 



t>EAK David, 

If you knew what a life I hare led since X 
wrote to you, you would certainly feel no 6i&r 
culty in oomprebending the reason of my ulence, 
I thought my days c^ utter dissipation had been 
long unce over, but I &ar your dmcal &own 
would have told me quite the reverse, had you 
faem present ahnost any evoiing that has passed 
since my anival in fklinburgh. I shall not 
shock you wilii any of the particulars ; remem- 
b^ that you w^ <Hioe a layman yoiu'self, and 
try to excuse about the worst you can imagine,. 
What a glorious night we spent at your rooms 
the Saturday before you took ordars ! 

I continue, notwithstanding all this, to pick 
up a vast deal of information concerning the 
present literary, poUtical, and religious condition 
of tbis country ; and I have already jotted down 
tb« heads of several hig^y valuable letters, iq 
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which I design, ere long, to embody die dite (^ 
all my acquisitions for your benefit and that of 
Jack. Perhaps, however, the facts I have ga^ 
thered may be nothing the worse for undergoing 
a more leisurely digestion in my own mind, be- 
fore I think of conveying them to your's. De- 
pend upon it, that I shall very soon put you in 
possession of more knowledge, touching Scot- 
land, than was ever revealed to any wondering 
common-room, by any travelled or travelling 
tutor, since the days of Dr Johnson. So have 
patience. 

W was never more completely in his ele- 
ment, than when he took me to see Holyrood. 
You, who delight in honest enthusiasm, what- 
ever be its object, would have been gratified be- 
yond measiu-e, with the high zealous air of dig- 
nified eanestness he assumed, long before we ar- 
rived even within sight of the old palace. From 
his own house, the way thither lies straight 
down the only great street of the Old Town — a 
street, by far the most raipressive in its charac- 
ter, of any I have ever seen in Britain. The 
sombre shadows, cast by those huge houses of 
which it is composed, and the streams of faint 
light cutting the darkness here and there, where 
the entrance to some fantastic alley pierces the 
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table mass of building-^-the strange projedangs, 
recedings, and windings — the roofs — ^the stairs — 
tfae windows, all so luxuriatiAg in the endless 
variety of carved work— the fading and mould- 
ering coats of arms, helmets, crests, coronets, 
supporters, mantles, and pavilions, — all these 
testimonials of forgotten pride, mingled so pro- 
fiisely with the placards of old clothes'-men, and 
every ensign of plebeian wretchedness — it is not 
possible to im^ne more speaking emblems of 
the decay of a on(% royal city, or a more appro- 
priate avenue to a deserted palace. W was 

at home in every nook of tliis labyrinth. I be- 
lieve he could more easily tdl in what particular 
house of the Canongate any ^ven lord or baron 
dwelt two hundred years ago, than he could in 
what street of the new city his descendant of 
the present day is to be found. It was quite 
marvellous with what fedlity he expounded the 
minutest hien^3rpfaic$ which had, no doubt, 
once been visible on shields of which my eye 
could now see notfiing but rough outlines and 
smooth Surfaces. ** Ha !" said he, ** the cres- 
cents And the sheaves !" pointing to a tall thin 
building, from the windows of which sundry 
patches of wet linen hung dangling over our 
head*—" the crescents within the tressure— the 
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sheaves — and the sword in pale on the escubjieon 
of pretence — this was once the palace of the Sea- 
tons — Oh ! domiLs oMtigua, heu ! guam dixpari 
domnare domino f" A little on, the heart saA 
stars of Douglas — the lymphads of Argyle — ^the 
lion of Dundas, and I know not how many mon- 
sters c^how many chieftains, were all saluted in 
their turn with like exclamations of reverence. 
He directed my attention to a building of pro- 
digious elevation on the right, altogeUier having 
very much the appe^'ance of the more andent 
hotels in Paris, and infonned me that here was 
the residence of the Hamilttms, after they had 
Idt their house without the walls, in the time of 
James VI. ; " and here," said he, pointing ri^t 
forwards, " is Holyrood. You are already with-- 
in the liberty, for we have crossed the strand." 

At first sight, this ancient habitation has truly 
a great deal <of royalty in its aspect. Two huge 
square towers — one many centuries oldo- than 
tl)e other, but still su£Bciently like to balance 
each other nobly — a low curtain between these, 
and, in the centre, a spacious gateway under a 
lofty canopy, somewhat after the &shi(»i f^ a 
owwn imperial, the whole of fine old grey 
stone ; in ftont, an open esplanade, paved with 
massy pieces of granite, and a few kilted gi«' 
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nadiers loitering about tiie gate — all had an 
appearance of neglected maiesty, which I could 
not help feeling to be abundantly impressiTe. 

W uncovered himself as we stept into the 

porch, and I saw, by his manner, that I should 
sorely offend him by omitting the same mark 
of veneration. Within, I found a melancholy 
quadrangle, for the most part of a noble ar- 
chitecture, but all over as bUck as if the sun 
had never shone upon it since the death of 
Queen Elizabeth. An ancient gentlewomaii,with 
whom my friend seemed to be on terms of infi* 
nite iamiliarity, undertook forthwith to conduct 
us over the interior. Here, but for the power 
of memory, and it may be of imagination, I sus- 
pect there would not, after all, be much to m«it 
particular attention. The gallery is long and 
stately, but the vile daubs of Fergus I. and his 
fffogenitors, entirely disfigure it. The adjoining 
apartments of Queen Mary, now aj^Kropriated to 
the use of the family of Haniilton, are~:&r from 
noble in thdr dimensions ; but there is a ge- 
nuine air of antique grandeur in the han^ngs and 
fiimiture of the inner apartments, none <^ which 
' have been changed since the time of the most un- 
fortunate of Queens and Beauties — and this is 
enough to atone for evety thing. In the state- 
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room also, the atteirdant pointed out a cypber, 

which she said was Mary's, but W . told me, 

that, in fact, that room had been last fitted up for 
Charles I., and that the cypher was composed of h ts 
initials, and those of his Queen Henrietta Maria. 
Here, then, is the bed in which Mary slept with 
Darnley — the closet wh^e Bizzio was murdered 
—the ante-chamber in which Knox insulted his 
soTerdgn, and made it his boast that he ^' cared 
little for the pleasant face of a gentlewoman.** 
There are some portraits, and one exquisite one of 
Mary herself — I mean an exquisitely beautifiil 
■pottmt of some exquiaite beauty — for as to the 
real features of the lovdy Queen, he must be a 
more skilful antiquaiian than I pretend to be, who 
could venture any guess witb respect to them. 
Even her eyes are represented of many di£ferent 
o^urs ; but this I only take as an evidence, 
that ihey were of that m<wt delicious of all hues, 
if hue it may be called, ' that is as changeful as 
tiiecameleon — the hazel. I think it is Mackenzie 
that raves somewhere so delightfully about those 
si^test, and yet most queen-like of eyes. They 
hav6 not indeed the dazzling sparkle of the Jew- 
Mi or Italian black, neither have they the ves- * 
tal calmness of the blue — but they are the only 
eyes in the world that have the watery swim- 
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ming lustre of conscious weakness^-and when 
they can change this for the fire of command, 
uid flash annihilation from their contracting lids, 
what eyes can be compared to them, or what 
eyes could be so fitting for Mary ? 

The portrait is very beautiful indeed, but it 
is only a miniature, and by no means satisfies 
my imaginatiou so much as that in the picture 
gallery of the Bodleian. There is nothing I 
should like better than to ascertdn the real his- 
toryofthatpEdnting. It is so softly executed, that, 
at first sight, one would suppose it to be done 
in water colours, and to be covered with a glass. 
But it is in oils, and on a very old piece of oak 
(for I once took it down to examine it). It strikes 
me, that they used to tell some story about its 
having been painted by a nun before Mary left 
France; but I suspect the traditi(»i of its faist<ny 
is vary vague and uncertain. I thint, howev«, 
the picture carries much more of the air of rea- 
lity about it than any I have seen. What lux- 
urious pensiveness in the lips ! what irresistiUe 
melting radiance in the eyes — the eye-lids how 
beautifidly oval ; the eye-lashes how-long, how 
tender ! tiiere was nobody ever invented the 

like exo^t Corre^io But I forget that 

I am not talking to W , who would -fidn, it 

10 
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he oould, make not only a beauty, but a saint of 
her. 

There is also a fine portrait of Charles I.— <me 
of the many, msiny masterly Vandykes. The 
king is in a riding habit ; he has the same in- 
describable look of majesty and melancholy 
which makes it impossible for any man to look 
upon it without wondering by what process 
of brutalizing, even a Cromwell or a Bradshaw 
should ever have learned to regard the <nAgi' 
YiaX without the reverence of humility. How 
Cfflild any common mortal feel otherwise than 
abashed in the presence of that " grey dlscrowD- 
ed head ?" — Atid Charles kept his (»urt hett% too 
.&r a time, fmd Laud preached, and Rotlies flat- 
tered, and the Fresbytmans themselves looked 
smoothly on all the pageants of his state. What 
a difi'^ent kind of journey he lived to make 
hitber,^aud what a difierent kind of return to 
his WhitehaU ! 

Some spacious, but uncomfortable looking 
apartments in the newer part of the quadrangle, 
were occupied by the Bourbon princes during 
th^ stay here. I saw the Prie-dieu used by 
Monneur, and many other little relics of their Ca- 
tholic devotion ; but in truth, I neither felt, nor 
|H^t«nded to feelfdther curiosity <» interest about 
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tnudng the footsteps of these gentlemen. I have 
seen these younger sprigs of the lilyj, and with 
all my respect for the good old king himself, 
I wish the lily were rid of a few of its incum- 
brances. I shall write very soon again, and I 
hope in a more amusing way. 

Your's ever, 

P.M. 

P. 8.— 'I foi^ot to mention Uie only inhabi- 
tante of this Palace, « raUier of its {Htidnets, are 
gmtlemen, who find It convenient- to take ad* 
vantage of the sanctuary, still afforded by the 
Toyahy of the soU. All around the Palace it* 
8^, and its most melancholy garden, there are s 
Tariety of little miserable patchwork dw<:llinga, 
inhabited by a oonsidoable population of gan- 
try, who pr^er a residence here to one in a jaiL 
They have abundance of room here within their 
^mits, for the whole of Arthur's Seat is, I be- 
lieve, consida%d as part of the royal domain. 
However, they emerge into the town of a Suno 
day ; and I am told some of them contrive to 
cut a very £ishioDabte figure in the streets, whiUi 
the catch-poles, in obedience to the commancU 
jAentf " rest from working.'* 

. VOL. I. c 
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LETTER IV. 



TO THE SAME. 



t B£LIETE, that hod I giren mys^ up ^tire- 
ly to the direction of my friend W— — , I ^miM 
have knowh, up to this hour, very little about 
any part of Edinburgh more modem than tiie 
Cantntgate, ^md perhaps heard as bttle about any^ 
worthies she has produced since the murdex o£ 
ArAbishopSbarpe. He seemed to consider it a 
Blatter of course t^iat, monting i^ter morning, 
the .wh(de of my time ought to be spent in exa. 
mining the structure of those glof^oy tenements 
in wynds ami closes, which had, in the old timer 
been honoured with the residence of the haughl^' 
Scottish barcns, or t^e Frendi ambassadors and 
generals, their constant visitor^. In vain did I 
assure him, that houses of exactly the same sort 
were to be seen in abundance in the dty of Lon- 
don, and that even I myself had beea weaiied 
of counting the Jleur»-de-lu carved on every roof 
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and (^uatiejr-pieee aia green-grocei^s habitation 
in Mkicing^lane. Of such food, in his estima- 
tkm, there could b« no satiet;f ; every land bad 
ks eoat-of-arsM, and ererjr quartering called up 
to his merooiy the whole histoiy of some uafat- 
tonate wnour, or still more unfortunate mafriage 
— in so inttc& that, lad I taken accurate notes of 
aU. his oonTovation, I am pmsuaded I nri^tt, 
before tbis time, fasve been in a condition to fiQ 
nunc sheets tinn you might be IScely to poruHr, 
with aH ttae nystefies of the eauie* cal^trig^ or, 
la i^ieak aiore jdainly, of ibs Scandoloiia ChnK 
aMe a£ Soodand.— What hoRon of barharisHi— >■ 
ifiMt scenes oif nuider, n^, incest'— senn ta 
ksve been the sti^ comnoi^ties of wedcday 
^ anuHi; these forociotu noUes ! But, id good 
truth, I did not oome to Scotland to learn suA 
thfaigs as these ; and although a little sprinkling 
of them mi^ be very wi^ in its way, i sooa 
found It fxpedient to give my good &iend a 
4i|^ hkit, tiiat I wislied be could oontrm fd 
sdKitd me wmetiiing else for the nuun woc^ 6t 

ory medttabons. He begins to untkntteid 

mf^r^ «id will^ I tMnk, lesm to acocanm» 
date hinui^to my bmnour, jM^o-jKU. 
Notwithstanding aU hk devotian to the pat^ 
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indeed, he is iar from being an unconcerned cr 
inept observer of more modern things — and I 
have already sfud as much. He is quite aujait, 
I have found, in regard to the history and ^pec~ 
formances of all the leading characters of the 
present day in Scotland ; but, unless when ques- 
tions are put to him, he seems, with a very few. 
exceptions, to make a point of never alluding to 
their existence. It would appear as if he was 
not over anxious to remember that such people 
are ; but when the conversation actually turns 
on them and their merits, he expresses himsdf 
apparently in no uncandid manner concerning 
the least — and in a tone of gmuine admiration 
concerning the greatest of them. But I despair 
of making you comprehend the vagaries of suf^ 
an ori^nal. 

I wish you had a few minutes' use of the ma- 
^cal mirror, if it were only that you might en- 
joy one view of him, as be sits wrapped up in 
his huge blue velvet robe-de-chambre, witli a 
night-cap of the same, dashing execrations by 
the dozen upon the whigs, the presbyterians, 
and the Edinbui^h reviewers ; for bis splenetic 
imagination jumbles them all together — directs 
membra poetae — ^in~ one chaos of abomination. 
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Could one enter into his premises of prejudice, 
one migbt perhaps find less difficult}'' in joining 
in his sweeping sentences of conclusion. He 
considers wbiggery as having been the ruin of 
the independence of his country, and as form- 
ing, at this moment, the principal engine for de- 
grading the character of his countrymen. I 
own I am rather at a loss to discover what he 
means by " whiggeiy," (for he never deigns to 
give a definition ;) and all I know of the matter 
is, that it is something for which he equally 
vituperates Mr Halkston of llatbillet, and Mr 
Francis Jeffirey, — two persons, between whom, 
I suspect, few other people would find many 
circumstances of resemblance, — and each of 
whom, I am quite sure, would disdain, with all 
his might, the idea of being coupled with the 
other. What you or I might be apt to desig- 
nate by the same term, would, I am certain, co- 
incide in very few points with any notion he 
may happen to affix to it. But, perchance, we 
may be able to get a little more light as we go 

on. In the mean time, W has gone into 

the country for a few days, upon some of his 
county politics. I wished to have gone with 
him, but had caught a vile cold, and did not care 
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for aggravating it I drall have more leisore to 
write during his alsenoe^ so e^wct a long let^ 
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LETTER V, 



TO LADY JOHNES. 



X>£AB AdNT, 

Vou ask me to speak mc^e particuUrly oon- 
cerning the externid aspect aid mmners of tihQ 
people among whom I am sojouraing. I wish 
it trere as easy fw me to satisfy your curiofiitjr 
on some other points mentknieti in your last let' 
tet, as on this. 

The Scota are certainly rather a hard-favoured 
race t^an otherwise ; but I think their looks are 
vary &r from meriting the sort of common-plaee 
aarcasma llieir southern neighbours are used to 
treat Ihem with. Indeed, no one who has seen 
a Soots raiment, as I should suppose you mutt 
have done, can possiUy be of opinion that they 
are at all an ugly nation ; although it is very 
likely he may be indined to prefer the general 
appeaxttoee of some otbar natiim or natuHia to 
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thdrs. For my part, I am not without suspicion, 
tiiat a little longer residence among them might 
teach me to become an absolute admirer of their 
physiognomies ; at least, I am sensible, that 
the slight repugnance I felt for them at first, has 
already very considerably given way. 

What the Scottish physiognomists are used 
to talk of, with the highest satisfaction, is the 
air of superior intdltgence stamped on the faces 
of their countrymen of the lower orders of sty- 
dety ; and indeed there is no question, a Scot- 
tish peasant, with his long dry visage, hia sharp 
prominent che^bones, his grey twinkling eyes, 
uid peaked chin, would seem a very Argus, xf 
set up dose beside the sleek and ponderous chub^ 
Inness of a Gloucestershire farmer — to say XKn 
thing of the smarter and niddier oitiness of aoine 
of our own country folks. As to the matter of 
mexe acuteness, however, I think I have x&i 
feces in Yorkshire, at least a match &r any thing 
to be found further to the north. But the mere 
shrewdness of the Scotch peasant's face, is only 
one part of its expression ; it has other things, I 
should imagine, even more peculiarly chwa^ei:^ 
utic. 

'. Tbe^best place to study thdr&ces in is the kirk: 
\ H: is tfaete-that the sharpness of their discenun^t 
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k most vehemenUy expressed in ereiy line — 
for they are all critics of ihe sermon, and erot 
of the prayers ; but it is there also that this sharp- 
ness of feature is most frequently se«i to mdt 
away before emotions of a nobler order, which 
are no less peculiarly, though &r less perminen^ 
iy theirs. It is to me a Tery interestii^ thing 
to witness the stru^e that seems to be pope, 
tually going on between the sarcastic and reveren- 
tial elements of their diposition — bow bitteriy 
th^ seem to rgoice in their bwn strength, when 
tliey espy, or think they espy, some chink in 
the armour of their preachn's reasoning; and 
tlien with what sudden humility they a|^ear t» 
bow themselves into the dust, before some single 
sectary ^eam of warm affectionate eloquence— 
tbe only weapon they have no power to renst 
If I mist^e not, it is in this mixtore of dieer 
speculative and active hard-headedness, with the 
capacity of so much lofty entiiusiasm cMiceming 
things intan^ble, that we must seek for the 
true difi^rential quidityof tiie Scottish peasants: 
I diall have abundant ocoEinon to return to this 



The gentlemen of this part of the country 
have assuredly by no means the same advan- 
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togei over those of tiie sout^, wfaidi the Seotcfa' 
peasants have ovw the En^fa. I know not at 
together to what liiese ad vantdgefi eii}<^ed by the 
Iowa orden may be owing ;— their better eda- 
cataon is of course the first and most obnioiu 
somce— their mtnie sterile 8(h1 — and, coDsequent* 
iy, their less luxnrioHS Hfe, mi^ be Others almost 
as efficient Abore all, the picturesque a^ietd 
of their evmr yarious bndseapes, cannot lail to 
ezoit a powra^ul influence on the> opening, mind 
of tiieir youth. But in some of these things, at 
least, the peasuitry of particular districts in Eng- 
land ^laie abundantly, fjnl I diink there are 
some pretty extensive ^acts on the continent 
where Ihe whole of these dteumatances, or very 
nearly so, are found acting together, without 
pniducaig any such similmty of efiect as might 
faave^ been expected. I suspect that we mudt . 
go further back if we would arrive at any satiB- 
&ctory solution — Of this too bereailer.. 

The gentry, howev^, have no pretensions to 
a more intelligent extarior than their neighbours 
of the aouth. The truth is, that certain indica- 
tions of worldly quicksightedness, which please 
on the face,, and in the air of a peaauit, produce 
^uite a di£&raat effect when exhibited in. tite 
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cue of m p^TBOB of superanr rank. One taAer 
Wuhes to see these tlungs kept undET in tbe ap^ 
peantnee of a p^son of educsdon, tban suspects 
Um^ nw-exitatence in the tott^ty of his da^tno-- 
Ut. WitbcHit wauting their due proportion 6( 
Ae national endniSMsm, tfae ScottiBh gentiy seem 
pet Aew much fewer symptoms of it than those 
hdoif tiiem ; and this is a sufficioitiy natund re- 
salt of tlieir tente of tlidr own tetnpaiBtiTe im- 
pottanee. It U a result, notwithstaDding, whic& 
tends to make any thing but a ferouiable im- 
preKioh on tiie mind of a -stranger. 
- High and low, they arie, for the looA pari, a 
raceof tall, w^-formed people ; active of Sxnti, 
and powerful of muscle ; leaner by far flwn th* 
£t^^bh;— ^'fbrhere a rery &t man is stared a^ 
and one of such bulk as is met with at every 
ocmier in IxMidon, must, it would seem, lay Uk 
aoccnmt with a little quizzing from all his iriendi 
on the suhject of his obesity.) In their gait and 
gestures, they have neither the vivadty of the 
Frenohmwi, nor the noWe gravity of the Spa- 
niard, nor the staWe heavy vigour of the English^ 
man ; but a certain grotesque mixture of etastt- 
oty and sedateness, which is sufBdent to prove 
their descent from a hardy and warUke set of 
marauders, the effects of whose sahesihric exat- 
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ence have not yet been washed out bj any great 
influx of idleness or luxury ; and, at the same 
time, under favour, to remind one with what 
zeal these progenitors exerted all their energies, 
in behalf of the most taciturn spedes of fenati- 
rasm that was ever made subservient to the pur- 
poses of ghostly ambition. When a man visits 
France, whether he be a believer or a despiser of 
the doctrine of the Spurzheims, he must look 
long aroimd him before he can find any face 
which he could imagine to be the property of 
one lineally sprung from the loins of the Bay- 
ards and the Duguesdins, or, if you will, of the 
Harlays, and the Du Thous. But here the de- 
terioration of the species, if such there be, has 
scarcely begun to tell upon their physiognomies ; 
and you meet, at every step, persons who have 
that about them which would prevent you from 
bang at all astonished, if you should be told im- 
mediately afterwards, that they could trace them- 
sdves, without difliculty, to the Burleighs and 
the Claverhouses,-^! had almost s^d, the Bell- 
the-Cats, and tiie Kirkpatricks. 

I have not, as yet, seen a great deal of the wo- 
men. Those, even of the peasantry, seem, when 
young, to be comely and well-complexioned ; 
but it is a great mistake' to suppose that they 
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are fkirer than with as. And yet the testimony 
of travellers cannot be entirely despised; and 
if thdr report is in any d^ree a correct one, 
light hfdr, and light ^es, were almost universal 
at no very remote period. This is a circum- 
stance that has oiten appeared to me to be very. 
inadequately accounted for, — I mean the great 
and remarkable change that has taken place 'm 
the complexions not only of the Scotch, but of 
the English, and indeed of all the Gothic nations 
of Europe. When the Romans firat became ac- 
quainted with the Germans and the Britons, 
there con be no question that both the gentle-^ 
men and the ladies of those nations had yellow 
locks and blue eyes ; and you have heard, nq 
doubt, that the Roman belles, stimulated, it is 
to be suspected, by the storira of their camp^gn- 
ing husbands and lovers, endeavoured, bya thou- 
sand tricks of Uie toilette, to muster charms as 
nearly as they could in the same taste. You 
well know, that the Messalinas and Foppaeas 
used to cut (^ the finest blade curls in the world, 
to make room f<»' £alse tetes, manu&ctured from 
die hair of the poor girls of the Sicambri and the 
Batavi, while others strove to produce the same 
sort of effect by means of hair-powder made of 
goId-dust> and washes, of mcnre cunning chemis; 
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txy- ^aa I wouU imdotake tn describe^ fivvit 
HI &jf btR- tuQ6% m hte as Hemy VUL and 
EGaabetb, Evasntu and Paid Hmstaer lopra- 
sent the la^es of England as bdng, witb T«rf 
fiew eseeptionfl, blondtf; and sudv if vvyagen 
of less illnsteions repntatioii " nay be in aqgbt 
believed," not mseb above a bundred yean aga^ 
were €he far greater portioa of the beaux and 
belles of Scotland. 

" Sandy-baired** is still one ^ the standing 
^thets appHed to the ideal Soot^ by all iiKx* 
perieneed persons, who introibice any desci^ 
tion of l»m into novels or satires — wibiest 
Churchill, and a tkoosand of kss note ;. and I. 
ccHifess, that I was mysdf prepared to find the 
case mudi iikh« as they have reprasented iM, 
than I really have done. By looking around me 
at bome» and remembcTing what the (Ad wtitera 
had said of ourselves, 1 might hare learned to 
be more suspicions of their accuracy ; but the 
truth is, I bad nevo* taken the pains to think - 
mudi about the matter. In £ict, they are now 
as fa^ &om being a light-hoiied people as we 
are. I amused myself (God fetglTe me) with 
counting the number of &ir heads last Smdcf 
in a xerj crowded cbureb, and, I asstn« you, 
they did not asioant to one in My, 7faeie aje 
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iar more people lm« with locks of ifi but Is- 
TT tftt tiah blackness, tiian of an^ A»At that could 
jriA propriety be caQed ather white, ydk>w, 
or red ; and the general hues are exactly tbe 
lune Variations o£ brown, between Bnttc and 
Bonit Siennd, whidi we are accustomed to ifi 
tbefotttii. 

I ma at a large parfy yesterdaf erening^^ 
tbe first nght I hare had of the gay world here 
—and bad aa opportiinaty vi viewing, at my 
leisure. eU the fashkHiable belles of the town. 
Tott always accuse me c£ being too undistiti- 
guishing an- admirer ; bu^ I am sure, eveti yoa 
woidd have allowed that time was no want of 
beauty. It is many years mice I hare beoi fiu 
naiUaa' wUh tiie hau^^aotule of London, but I 
do not believe I ever, in any one evenly tiiere, 
saw a greater number of jGne women, and <tf 
T«7 «}i£Gerent kinds too. I bad heard before I 
went that I diaald see Mifls *****, l^e same ce- 
lefacatttd ttar of whom you have so oAien heard 
Sir Thomas speak, and who^ indeed, cannbt 
shew bersdf any wbne, even in tins imn^antic 
age^ without leaving an unefi&ceable impression 
on all Aat behold her. I confess the deseription 
tJie kni^t used to ^ve of her appeared to me 
to bea Httle high-flown ;'but " sedi^ is befie- 
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ving" — the worfd has assuredly only one * • • • .*, 
I looked round a room crowded with lardy: 
woDoen, but my eye was fixed in a moment ; 
and I never thought of asking which was she 
The first view I had was a joxifile. I had no 
suspicion that nature could stilljorm counte* 
nances upon that heavenly model. The fore^ 
head, high and clear, descends almost without a 
curve into the nose, and that again drops into 
the mouth with such bold d^ned elegance of 
lineament, as. I should scarcely have believed to 
be copied from living beauty, had I met with 
it in some masterpiece of sculpture. The lip^ 
have such a delicate predsion of form, and such 
an expression of cUvine simplicity in their smiley 
that one could almost believe they had nevo* 
admitted any grosser diet than ambrosia ; but 
the fiill oval sweep of the cheek and chin, and 
the mode in which these are canied down into 
the neck, are, perhaps, the most truly antique 
parts of the whole. And then such hiur— sudi 
long luxurious tresses of radiant brown, bnuded 
with such serene grace upon that meek fore- 
head ! If you have seen Canova's testa d'JSCe- 
lena, you may form some notion of those most 
exquisite curls. The colour of her eyes I could 
not ascertain : I suspect they are dark grey, ot 
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luzel ; but tbe redundant ridnieii of her-^e- 
luAieB gives ihem all t^at glossy splendour 
"wlikih M^ental beauties bcnrow &am thefr 8mn& 
3ut, faideed, colour n a -small matt^-.in eyes 
^ndiased so deeply baieath such majestic brows. 
I think Lucretius himsdif woi^ have admitted, 
0tBt the spirit must be immortal on which so 
glorious a tenement has been bestowed .' 

With this divine exeeptiou, I mu»^ do the 
no^ ^e justice to say, that the nlost beautiful 
women iti the room were all matrons. Had she 
berai d>sent,.there were two or three of these on 
whom all. my entiiusiasm n^igfat well have been 
expended ; and one, Mrs •••••*, whose graceEul 
majesty was sueh, that when I met her next 
evening in a smaller assembly, I almost began 
to syspect myself of having been too exdusive 
in my deification. But 1 have already said more 
than, I should have ventured on to almost any 
other of your sex— a great deal morethaii I 
should have dared to write, far less speak to my 
coiisin,— to whom I beg you will present the 
£umble duty of 

i Hct slave, 

itc. 4k;. 

P.M. 
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P. S. By way (^ pleasing Jane, you may t^ 
her diat I do not think the Scottifih ladies are at 
all good dressers. They' are v&ry gorgeoufr-^I 
nerer. saw such a cUsplay of crimson velvet, and 
ostrich feathers, and diamond necklace^ exec^ 
once at a birth-day. But the bshions have A 
long cold journey before th^ readi Eduiburgl^ 
and I think they do not v^ain the same easy air 
which Ihey have before they be^ their travels. 
They, are i^ to overdo every thing, particularly 
that vilest and most unnatural of all fashion^ 
the saddle—or I know not what you call it^ 
which is at present permitted to destroy so mucli 
of the back, and indeed, to ^ve so mudi mean- 
ness to the whole air. They say the scrc^hula 
brought in the high shirt^coUars of l^e men— 
and the Spectator gives some equally intelligible 
aceount of the fardingale. Fray, what hunch- 
backed countess was she that had wit enough to 
bring the sadcUe into vogue? I think all the 
three &shions are equally abominable, and the 
two o£ them that still remain should be voted 
out by the dean-skinned and straight-backed, 
who, I hope, are stiU the major part of the com- 
munity. But, ne sutor ultra erepidam • • • 
P.M. 
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LETTER VI. 

to the rev. david williams. 

Deab David, 

Although my sole purpose, or nearly bo, in 
coming to Scotiand, was to. see and converse 
with the Ulustrious men who live here, I have 
been in ^Edinburgh for a fortnight, and can scarce- 
ly say that I have as yet seen even the &ces of 
most of them. What with loun^ng about in 
the mornings with W— ^ — , and claret in the. 
evening, and routs and balk at night, I fear I 
am fast getting into a very unprofitable life. 
The only very great man here, to whom I had 
lettwa of introduction, was &— -, and be hap- 
pened to go out of town for a few weeks, I be- 
lieve the very day after my arrival. I forward- 
ed my letter to him in the country, however, 
and he has invited me to pay him a vmt thoe, 
at the castle he has just built upon the banks ot 
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the Tweed. He has been so attentive, more- 
over, as to send me letters for Mr M the 

Man of Feeling, Mr J , Mr P , and 

several oth^ men of note, on both sides of the 
question ; so that I shall now see as mucji as 
I please of all the Dons. I shall take the op- 
portunity of W-ri-t-'S'sSiiehckt'to call upoii all 
these gentlemen ; for, excepting Mr S " and 
Mr M— — , he has no acquaintance with any 
of them. I believe, indeed, there is little love 
lost between him and them— 4nd I wi^ to see 
tliinf^ with my own ey^. 
: Q£a31 thie celebrated diaracters t^tbis place, I 
lather oioderstand lliat J— is the one whom 
tzavellefB are cxvombnly most in a hurry to s ee: -—- 
not surely, that the wt^ld, in general, Ima any 
such deep and abiding feding of admiration for 
him, or fuiy such l<»iging to futi^ tbeir eyes 
with gaxing on bis featiH^s, as they have wilii- 
regu'd tomichaman as S — — t (x even St ■ t ; 
Imt I think the interest felt wi& respect to him 
iS'<^a more-vivaeioiis and eager kind> and tiiey 
rush ira^ all speed- tO' gradff it*— exactiy as men 
give immediate vent to their petty passions, who- 
have no difficulty, or rallhs, indeed, who havea 
Ktft of pleasure, m nuurshig wlently, and conceal- 
ing long* ^se t£ a more serious and grave im- 
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pon^ajwse. A few years ago, I sbpold fvhaft 
hxve been more indined to be a shaia in tiili 
w>lent acfct of impatience ; but even now I ap- 
proached the lesidoKe of J with way 
feelings assuredly mUier than tiiose of indifftf- 

He was within wimi I called, and in a seooifd 
I found myself in the presence of this bugbear 
ofautbora. He reorared me so kindly, (altiiougfa, 
from the appearance of his room, he seemed t» 
be hmneMed in occupation,) and asked so many 
questionfl, and s»d and loolced so mudi, in so 
Aort a time, that I had -srane tfiffieulty in coU 
lectitng my inqniutorial powers to examine ihe 
pCTton (tf tbe man. I know not how, there » 
a kind (^ atmosphere of activity about him ; and 
my eyes cuight so mueb of the ptevailii^ spirit, 
that they drarted for some minutes from object.to 
object, and refused, for the first time, to settle 
itbemselves even upon the featin-es of a man of 
genius— to tb«n, of tdl human tkings, the most 
pidtent attracdons. 

"■■'> ifind tliat the common jainta give a very in- 
^dH|uhte notion of his ^peanmee. The. artists 
of-'^s^dayare -cudi a set c^ cowardly feUows, 
"that Ibey nera* dare to give the truth as it is in 
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nature ; and the consequence is, after all, that 
th^ rather take irom, than add to, the impres- 
sivenessof the faces they would flatter. What a 
small matter is smoothness of skin, or even regu- 
larity of feature, in the countenance that Nature 
has formed to be the index of a powerfiil intel- 
-lect ? Pefhaps I am toomudi of a connoisseur to 
be a fidr judge of such matters ; but I am~ very 
. sure, tiiat the mere buidsomeness of a great man 
is one of the last things about him that fixes my 
attention. I do not wish, neither, to deny, that, 
when I first saw Goethe, the suUime simplicity 
of his Homeric beauty — the awful pile of fore- 
' head — the large deep eyes, with their melandioly 
U^tnings — ^the whole countenance, so radiant 
with divinity, would have lost mudi of its power, 
bad it not been, at the same time, the finest spe- 
cimen of humanity I had ever behdd ; neither 
would I conceal the immeasureable softness <^ 
delight which mingled with my reverence, when 
I detected, as if by intuition, in the midst of the 
whole artists of St Luke's, the Hyperion curls, 
and csim ttiajestic lineaments, which could be 
nobody's but Canova's. But althou^ bemify 
never e^sts in vain, there is nothing taan cer- 
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iain tlum that its absence is sc»«ely perceir«d 
by those fviio are capable of discoveiiiig and en- 
joying tbe marks of things more precious than 
beauty. Could ail our countrymen of the pre- 
sent time, of very great reputatitm for talents or 
genius, be brought tc^ether into a ^gle room, 
tbeir physiognomies would, I doubt not, f<Hin 
as impressive a groupe as ean weU be uuagined ■; 
but, among the whole, there would scarcely be 
more than one &ce whidi any sculptor might 

be ambitious of imitating on marble. J 's 

countenance could not stand suc^ a test. To 
catdi the minutest elements of its dbquent 
pow«r, WDidd, I think, be a hard enough task for 
any punter, and indeed, as I have already tcM 
you, it has proved too hard a task for such as 
b««e' yet attempted it. 

It is a fece which any man. would pass with- 
«ttt obaervatuHi in a csowd, because it is small 
and swarthy, and entirely devoid of lofty or com- 
manding outlines — and besides, bis stature is so 
low, that he might walk close under your chin 
or mine without ever catching the eye even for 
tL> momaat. However, he is icarcely shorter 
dun Campbell ; and some inches taller than 
Tom Moore, or the late M<Mik I«wis. I re- 
tnembcr Lca^ Clarendon jsomewhere takes nO' 
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tio^ that' in his age, (the prime manhood o£ 
Engli^ intellect, tfs Col^c^ cttUa it,) a very 
large fHvportion of the remarkdUe mtn wa« 
very short in stature. Such, if my meaaary 
serves me, wetv Hale*, and Chillingwortb,> and^ 
S^ney Godolphin, and Ixnrd Falkland himsd( 
who used, I think, to say, that it was a great 
ingredient into his friend^ip for Mx Godbi* 
phin, that he was pleased t6 be in Aw ocnnpany*.' 
where he was the properer man; In <Hir ownc 
time, we have more than one striking iastmce 
of the " Meng magna in eorporeparvo ;"•— BuOi^ 
naparte himself for one ; and by the way, he ia 
the only, litde man I ever saw» w&6 seemed to 
be undonsdons, 6r~ careless, or t^iaHftinfttl of the 
Oicunistahcel Almostallother persons of that 
description appear to labour under a continwd 
and distressing f^ng that natiire has done them 
injustice, and not a few of them strive to make 
up for her defects, by holding tiieit' heads' as 
high as possible, and even giving an unooinfist* 
aide elevation or pvcjeotion to the chin, all whidi 
has a very meaii effect up(»i ^eir air and ottb 
tude, and is particularly huitfiil to the fintmvs 
of the face, mdraaver,— because it tends ts re- 
verse the Hzrangcm^Bt of Nature, and to throw 
all those parts into light whidi ^e has n 
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be in ahadet It is exactly tbt Bame wnt of thing 
ibat we aU remark on the stage, where the ah- 
svffd manner in which Ihe lamps are {^aoed, un- 
der the feet <^ the pMformers, has sueh a de< 
^mctivB dSxtt that few actors, except those of 
'Ae ¥^snUe bloody appeal- to have any better- 
Uipn snub noses. Nowj N^xtleon has not. th& 
leist ef ^Hfl tridE ; but, on the fxmtrary, caniefr 
his head almost coiutanUy ia a stat^ting posture; 
and so pseaervet and evoi increases the natural 
eCfect of his grand formation about the eye- 
faiows* and the beautiM classical cut of his 
mouth and diia— Hthough, to be sure, his feaP 
tivcs axe lo ine that m^ing oouU take much 
fiwoi ^keAi powar.-~Bnt, to onne back to our 
own nnail men, J . ...-has a good deal of tiiia 
imh^py manner, and so loses mudi oi what hia 
fi^^urcfl, sueh 88 th^ are, mi^^t be made to 



I have heard many peimna say, that the firsl 
^^t of Hr J.-^~- dM^ipainted them, and jar- 
red withrdl the ideas ^y had prerioutily form- 
ed of his ipeniusand cfaaFacter. Fa4iapii the vffly 
fket ^uioe of 'this cdetoated perstm prodflaad 
•omeAing trf" the same c^foot upon itty tfwn 
niiMr; Imt a miBute «r two of coftleiripblieki 
aufficed to lestme meto the whole of my M-Oi 
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ia physiognomy. People may dispute as much 
as they please about particular features, and 
their eSect, but I have been all my life a stu- 
dent of " the human fece divine," and I have 
never yet met with any countenance wfaidi did 
not perfectly harmonize, so far as 1 could have 
opportunity of ascertaining, with the intellectual 
eonformation and habits of the man that bwe it 
But I must not allow myself to be seduced into 
a disquisition — I shall rather tx'y my hand at a 
portrait 

Mr J-^- — , then, as I have said, is ' a very 
rfiort, and very active-looking man, with an ap- 
pearance of extraordinaiy vivacity in all his mo- 
tions and gestures. His face is one which can- 
not be understood at a single -look — perhaps it 
requh^, as it certainly invites, a long and an- 
3tiou8 scrutiny before it lays it«elf open to the 
gazCT. The features are ndther handsome, nor 
even v&y defined in theii* outlines ; and yet the 
effect of the whole is as striking -as any arrange^ 
ment ather of more noble or more marked fea- 
tures, which ever caane under my view. .The 
£»«lKiid is very singularly shaped, descrilnng m 
its bend &om side to side a larga legmcnt of a 
cirde than is at all common ; onnpressed-beioir 
the tempos dmost as mudi as Sterne's ; .and 
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tiuowing out sinuses above ike eyes, of an ex< 
-tzemely bold and compact structure. TheliEur 
is very liJack and wirjr, standing in ragged brist- 
ly clumps out from the upper part of Ms bead, 
but lying close And firm lower down, espedally 
about the ears. Altogether it is picturesque, 
and adds to the efiect of the visage. The mouth 
is the most, expressive part of bis face, as I be- 
liieve it is of every &ce. The lips are very firm, 
but they tremble end vibrate, even when brought 
close togetba, in sudi a way as to give the idea 
of an intense nevw-ceasing play of mind. There 
is a d^cate kind of sneer almost always upon 
tiiiem, which has not the least appearance of ill- 
temper about it, but seems to belong- entirely to 
the speculative understanding of the man. I 
have said, that the mouth is the most expresnve 
part of his &ce — and, in one sense, this is the 
truth, for it is c^tainly the seat of all its rapid 
and transitory expression. But what speaking 
tilings are his eyes ! Th^ disdain to be agitated 
with those lesser emotions which pass over the 
fipa ; they reserve their fierce and dartc cne^es 
toe matters of more moment ; onoa kin^Ued 
with the heat of any passion, bow they beam, 
flash upon fladi ! The sdntaBatMin t^ a star- is 
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not more fervid. Pa'baps, notwithstanding of 
this, t^eir repose is even more worthy <^ attert- 
tion. With the capadty of emitting sudi a 
flood of radiance, they seem to take a pleasuire 
in bwiishing every ray frran their bla<;k, insraii- 
taUe, glazed, tarn-hke drdes. I think their 
prevAiling' language is, after -all, rather a mdan- 
ch(4y than a merry one — it is, at least, very ftdl 
of reflection. Such is a faint outline of this 
CDiintenanee, the features of which (to say no- 
thing at all of their expression,) hare, as yet, 
bajQ9ed every attempt of the portrait.punta:»; 
and which, indeed, bids very fair, in my opinion, 
to leave no image behind it dther on canvass or 
Qn copper. A sharp, and, at the same time, very 
deep-toned voice-r-a very bad pronnn^tion, 
but accompanied with very little of the Scotch: 
accent— a light and carel^s manner, ekchanged 
now and then for an infinite variety of mcaae 
earnest expression and address-^this is as mudi 
«s I could carry away from my first visit to 
" the wee reekit deil," as the Inferno of Altesi- 
dora has happily called him. I have since saoi 
8 great (kalmote of him, and have a great de«l 
mine to tieil yon, bat my paper is done. - 

■■-■ ■ p.jt. 
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F. S. I am to dine with J—— to-morrow at 
his country house, about three miles from Ediur 
burgh, and shaU give you a full account of the 
|iarty in my next. 
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LETTER VII. 



TO THE SAME. 



DEAft David, 
Since I came to this town the weather has in 
general been of a very unpleasant kind. When 
you look out from the windows of your apart- 
ment, nothing can be finer than the appearance 
every thing presents. The air is as clear as am- 
ber overhead, and the sun shines with so much 
power, that in these splendid streets, the ^vision 
of the br^ht from the shadowy part, reminds one 
of the richest effects of a Cuyp, or a Sachtleeven. 
But when you come out, in the fiill trust inspi- 
red by this brilliant serenity of aspect, you find 
yourself woefiiUy disappointed. The action of 
the sun and air upon the n^res, is indeed de- 
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ItghtfuHy stimulant; but the whole charm is 
destroyed before you have time to enjoy it, by 
some odious squall of wind which cuts you to 
the teeth — and what is wmiie, comes loaded with 
a m^K^e doud of flying dust and gnrel, which 
is sure to leave its traces behind it, on still more 
delicate parts flf your physit^notny, A» lor 
myself, I un oRen oUiged to wftlk with a hand- 
kerchief held befcve my eyes — and in spite o£ 
all my ^ecautions, I have been Iseveral times 
in such a state, that I have absolutely rubbed 
myself Uind. The whole of this arises from the 
' want of watering the streets — a thing which 
mi^t surely be accomplished without the least 
difficulty, by a subscri{ftio& among the inhabi- 
tants. If this evil be so severe at present, what 
must it be in tbe dog-days ?— and yet.the people 
submit to it all quietly in streets, below every 
one of which, they know water is flowing in 
pipes, r^dy to be scattered ad libitum, and at an 
expense aot. wcvthy of being mentioned. — " O ! 
c^cas homnum menleg I" 

Yesterday, however, there was an unusual 
degree of quietness in the state of the Atmos- 
phere. A slight shower, which, fell in the mom> 
ing, had laid thp most offensive part of the dust. 
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without giving the least appMnmce of dwup to 
the roads — and I drove to Or^k, Mr J— *'8 
■riUb, ntoto guatotamente — ^the expec:tat«)n of 
tiie- manifold luxuries I hoped to et^oy there 
— <the pmspecdve delights hotli (^palate euid in- 
tellect— hieing tiagbtened »id impmved 1^ the 
preliminary gratification I . tasted^ while tKe 
^HUndfytian rolled idong between • tte reAre^cd 
f^reeh of the meadows and cornLJlelds. Hiii 
house is an old turreted mansion, much patched 
in ti»e whole mass of its structure, and, I believ^ 
much increased in its accommodations since he 
Altered upon possession of it The situation is 
extremely beautiful. There are veiy few trees 
-immediately about the house ; but the windows 
open upon the side of a charming hiil, which, in 
all its extent, as fiv as the eye can i%ad). is 
ivooded most luxuriantly to the veiy suinmit. 
"^lere cannot be a more delidous rest for the 
eyes, thui such an Arcadian height in this l»ight 
and budding time oiP the year ; but, indeed, 
where, or at what time, can a fine wood be look- 
ed upon without delight ? Between the wood 
Uid the house, there is a good garilen, and aome 
fields, in the railtivation of which Mr J— — 
«eemB to take much pleasure ; for I had no 
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sooner 9niv«d, ibw he iiwfltod upon euryiag 
me <yva: bis ditcl)«s and hedges to show me Us 
metiigdQffitraiuig; and, ukkcd, talked o£ Swe- 
diab tutnip, and Fi(»in gnm, Md red-Uoauimed 
fotaJtow, in a s^le that would havedwiejiaduH 
hpoour to your friead Corwen kmisdf I had 
come, thanks to my rustic ignonuice, exactiy at 
the hour a^^f^Bted for dioim, (five o^doek.) ao 
A«b I h«d tiff«e parts of an hour <tf the great 
mMd eaeAkdy to myeelf — during tiie whole of 
wfaidi tfeec be coatiBiied to taOc about runl sS. 
&ixs, asd to trot me up one field.and down an* 
other, till I wm weray, without ieredke pa^ui !) 
"rff'wg .one vjn^ aUuakin to law, politics, w 
literature. 

We iKcre joined iowaids nx o'doek by Fro- 
feBaoBsPii i ijnd L- — ■, aad ooe or tvo yoong 
adiweates, who had walked out witii than. Then 
came B^^ M * - ^ , whom you rem^nb^ at 
BaUkii. asdation siuiintiiDatefiieDdof J-f-*— 'a. 
"Sa and the od«brated or^or Alison affiria^ 
togetfaa in one of the f^iieopalian (^lapdi 
in ££nbur^ Ajlthou^ we never knew each 
fAat at Oxftvd, yet w^ immediaiely reo(^[iiiaed 
aadi ether'B cdd HigbtStieet &aes> ud b^;an 
to riflim a aoet d acquaintance on that score, 

VOL. I. E 
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as all Oxonian oontomporariefi, I bdieve, ire ac^ 
customed to do, when they meet at a distaiioe; 
from tiieir o^ma mafer. There were several other 
gentlemen, mostly of grave years, so that I was 
not a little astonished, when somebody proposed 
a trial of strength in leaping.- Nor was my asto- 
nishment at all diminished, when MrP be- 
gan to throw off his coat and waistcoat, and to 
jH-epare himself for taking his part in the cMitest; 
When he did so much, I could have no apoU^y, 
so I ^so stripped ; and, indeed, the whtde party 
did the sam^ except J ■ ■ alone, who was 
dressed in a short green jacket, with scarcely any 
"*. skirts, and, th^efore, seemed to consider himself 
as already suffidently " accmctiu ludo." 

I used to be a good leaper in my day-*-wit- 
nesfi the thousands of times I have beat you in 
the Port-Meadow, and elsewhere — but I cut a 
very poor figure among these sinewy Caledo- 
nians. With the exception of L , th^ all 

jumped wonderfully ; and J— was quite nu- 
raculous, considering his brevity of stride. But 
the greatest wonder of the whole was Mr P— . 
He also is a short man, and he cannot be less 
thjtn iaeventy, yet he took his stand with the as^ 
surance of an athletic, aid positively beat eveiy 
one of us — the very best of us, at least haH" a 
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'bed's breadth. I was quite thunderstrudE, ne- 
- Ter having heard the least hint of his being so 
great a gecMxetiidtfui-^in this sane of the word. 
I was, however, I must own, agreeably surprised 
by such a specimen (£ buoyant spirit and mus- 
cuhu' flttength in so vmerable an old gentleman, 
and could not forbear from complimenting him 
OD his revival (^ the andent peripatetic ideas, 
about the necessity of cultivating the external 
as well as t^e intemtd energies, and of mixing 
the actavity of the practical with that of the con- 
templative life. He took what I said with great 
suavity ; and, indeed, I have never seen a better 
specimen of that easy hilarity and good humour, 
-which sits with so mu(^ grac^ulness on an ho- 
noured old ag<e. I wish I oould give you a no- 
tk>D of his &ce. It is not mwked by any very 
striking features ; but the unistui of mildness of 
di^iosition, and strength of inteUect in tiie ex- 
presnon, is too remarkaUe to be unnoticed ev«i 
by a casufd observe. His habits of profound 
tliought have drawn some deep lines about his 
mouth, Mid ^T«i him a custom of holding his 
tips very closely shut, otherwise I suspect the 
whale countenance would have been nothing 
more thm an amiable one ; although the li^t 
eyes have certainly at times something very 
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jnen&ng in their gknce, erm tbrdugh his spet- 
ttndes. The forehead is vety &aeAy ikvek^ed — 
-singulatly hroad aaxHs the tem^e«, as, occtxrdu^ 
to Sp^rdidm, all matheaaatical ftxreheads must 
be ; but tbe heboty in that quwter is father of 
an adeierum cbvacta', w, ^ F^dtv hath it; 

■■ *i(H w ln» 

I, however, who really, in good euneit, begin to 
brfifet* a little iofiie system, could not help re- 
marking this circumstance ; and more partiom- 
laiiy so, because I found Mr L-->— -'& skull to 
possess many of tiie same featdres— -above aB, 
that of the breadth between the temples. This 
«tfaer great ^Mathematician is a much younger 
man than P— ^ — ; but bis hidr is already be- 
ginning to be gr^. He is a very fat heavy fi- 
gure of a man, wiliiout mudi more appearance 
(^strength than of activity ; and yet, f^Jioti^ 
a bad leaper, by no meuis a slothfiil-looking per- 
son neither. lis has very lai^e eyes, in shape 
not imKioe Ccd^dge's, but witibout the least of 
the B«Bie mjrstETious depth of €X|»«saion. AIt4»- 
gether, his Ace k one which, at first si^t, y«u 
'mould fttonouBce to be raeiely a ooane >one ; 
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but in whtcfa, once informed to wfaom it belongs, 
you «e at no loas to diseovN* 3 thousand marks 
of -mgorotts intellect and fency too. Of this last 
quality. Indeed, his eyes are at all times full to 
QTcrflowing. In the midet of the sombre gravity 
of bin usumI IooJe, then, ue always Uttk fiashes 
of enthiuiaun lu«eakiiig thmugb the doud, and, 
I Hastk, adcming it ; and, in this respect, he 
forms a striking (XHitrast to the calm, tranquil 

uniferoiity of Mr F 's jAymognomy and 

deportment. In Uiinking of this afterwards, I 
oottld not help recollecting a gxeat ipauy passages 
of ricIily~cokaired writing in hia scientific Essays 
in the K^bur^ neview, which I mnember 
struck me at the time I first read them, as brang 
ta&tr miifilaced. 3ut this, perhaps, may be 
smdiy the effect of the stierite way of writing 
«Bapk>yed by almost alt tlpe phitoeopbers of these 
late timea. to w^h we have now become so 
nuch aocottomod, that we with di£Scuhy ap- 
prove of any thing in a warmer taste, introduced 
into such kinds of disqui^tioD. They managed 
these things better in Greece. 

By and bye, we w«re summoned to the 
drawing-room, where We found several ladies 
with Mrs J.^ m . Sbe, you hsmw, is an Ame- 
rican, uid .Ttt-i-h went across the Atlantic fi» 
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her a few years ago, while we were at war with 
her country. She is a very pleasing person; 
and they have one extremely interesting little 
^1. J ■■ ■■ made no alteration in his dress, 
but joined the ladies exactly m las morning 
costume, — ^the htUe green jacket aforesud, grey 
worsted pantaloons, and Hessian boots, and a 
black silk handkerchief. How had Girub-street 
stared to see the prince of reviewers in sndt a 
garb ! The dinner was excellent-^a glorious 
turbot and oyster-sauce tor one thing ; and (si- 
teaeo re/erens) thCTe was no want of champaigne 
—the very wine, by the "way, which I should 
have guessed to be Jefirey's &vourite. It is im- 
possible to concnve of him as being a lover of 
the genuine old black-strap^ or even of the quiet 
balminess of Burgundy. The true reviewing 
diet is certainly Champaigne, and devilled bis- 
cuit. Had there been' any blue-stocking lady 
present, she would have been sadly shocked with 
the material cast of the conversation during din- 
ner — not a single word about 

" The nreet new poem ! . ' 

Most of the company, tbou^ all men of Hteraiy 
habits, seemed to be as alive to the delights of 
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t2ie table, as if they had been " let in" (to use 
I>aDdie^s phrase,) by Monsieur Yiard, — know- 
ing in sauces, and delightfully reviewing every 
gtasB. before they would suffer it to go down. 
Jt put me in mind of some, lines of my friend 
W . Tis a bookseller that speaks— 

" The days of TtHUtHi, Lintot, Curll, are over, 
'Tis now jfour author's time to live on clover. 

The time's gone b; whm we our coaches kept. 
And authors were contented with umbrellas— 

When pairs of ^ic bards in hay-lofts slept. 
Too glad if cantos two could SB two belHes^ 

Wh^ we Gonld always dipner intercept, 

Unless the quire was covored— Happy fellows ! 

VHien first a champiugne cork was taught to fly 
: At a reviewer's toady— onr reign was by."' 

The introduction of the claret and desert 
.made, for a long time, very little alteration in 
the subject matter of the discourse ; but by de- 
crees the natural feelings and interests of the 
ocnnpany did begin to shine through tbe doud 
xii ba^Uage, and various matters, in which I 
-was much better pleased to hear their opinions, 
were successively tabled — none <:£ them, faowr 
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ey&t, with ike least appearance nf irli^ tkb 
SoatA very expteaoYtiy caR/orV'tkotigkt. Every 
tiuDg went c«i with the utmost possible fiun- 
li^, and, in gmeral, with a very ^laceftd 
land a( li^tness. The whole tone of Mr 

J ^"8 own conTersation, indeed, was so jateh- 

ed, that a proser, or a person at all ambiti- 
ous, in the green-room phrase, to make om ef' 

feet, would undoubtedly have found himsdf 
most grienxtdy out of place. Amidst aU this 
absence of " preparaHon" however, (for it is 
impossiUe to talk of conversation without unng 
French words),— I have Qever, I believe, heard 
so many ideas &rown out by any man in 
so short a ^wce of tim^ and appuentty with 
such entire negation of exertion. His conversa- 
tion acted upon me hke the first ddightful hour 
after taking opium. The thoughts he scattered so 
readily about him (his w<h^, rapid, uid wonder- 
fully rapid as they are, appearing to be oontinuaL- 
ly panting aAer his conceptions) — his thoa^it% 
I say, were at <moe so strildng, and so jnst, that 
they took in succession entire possession gS my 
ima^nation, and yet with so feUcitous afec/ did 

. he forbear from e^Cpressing any one of these too 
fully, that the reason was always kept in a plea- 
sing kind of exatement, by the endeavour more 
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tlHMrou^y to exomuie their bearings. It is 
^ite impos^k to listen to turn £» a moment, 
-witiumt recalling all the best qualities of bis 
compcNntirai— «nd y«t I su^eet his oonveraatioft 
is calculated to leave one with even a hi^er idea 
of his nund, at least of its fertility, tfaMi the best 
of his writings. I have heard some men display 
more profoundness of reflection, and osiers a 
imicfa greater command of the conversational 
pletaresque — ^but I never b^>re witnessed any 
thing to be compared with the blending toge^ 
titer of apparently little condstent powers in t^ 
whole strain of bis discourse. Such a power, ia 
tlie first i^ace, v£ throwing away at once every 
iisdess part of the idea to be discussed, and then 
sndi a happy redundancy of imagination to pre- 
set the essential and reserved part in its every 
possiUe relation, and point of view-— and all ^Is 
eonnected with so much q^ the plain »f avoir Jtik^ 
of actual existence, and such a thorough eoom 
(^mystification, it is really a very wonderfiil in- 
<)ellectuBl ooalitaon. The largeness of ihe Wews 
spggested by ha speculative understanding, and 
ne direwdness with which bis sound and close 
judgment seons to scrutinize them after they we 
suggested— these alone would be suflM^nt to 
nu^ Iqs ^eonvenatiion <me of the most remtfk- 
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able things in the world. But then he invests 
all this ground-work with such a play of &n<^, 
.wit, sarcasm, persifiage, 'every thing in tiiat way 
except humour — which again, were they united 
in any person entirely devoid eith^ of the depUi 
or the justness of J ^'s intellect, would un- 
questionably render that person one of the most 
fescinating of all possible companions. The Stai- 
gyrite, who places his summwm honum in havii^ 
one's faculties kept at work, would CCTtainly 
have thought himself in Elysium, had he been 
so fortunate as to discuss a flask of Chian in com.- 

pany with Mr J . 

The mere animal spirits of the man are abso- 
hitely miraculous. When one considers what a 
life of exertion he has led for these last twenty 
years ; how his powers have been k^t on the 
rack such a I^igth of time with writing, and 
concocting, and editing reviews on the one hand, 
and briefs, and speeches, and journeys and Iri^ 
and cross-questionings, and the whole labyrinth 
of barristership on the other— ^ne cannot help 
being quite thunderstruck on finding that he has 
still reserved such a large fund of energy whidi 
he can afford and ddight to lavish, when eveii 
the comparative repose of his mind would be 
more tban enough to please and satisfy every 
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me. His vigour seems to be a perfect widow's 
cruise, bubbling for ever upwards, and refusing 
to be exhausted — swelling and spreading till all 
tbe vessels (^ the neighbourhood are saturated, 
said more than saturated, wUh the endless un- 
wearied irrigation of its superfluous richness. 

Mr P was the only other person whose 

oonversation made any very striking impres- 
mon on me — ^but indeed this might well be the 
case, without the least reflection on the talents 
of those present TMs gentleman's mode of 
talkmg is just as different as possible irom 
his friend's— it is quietly, sim^y, unaffected- 
ly sensible, and that is all one .thinks of it at 
first — but by degrees he says things, which al- 
though at the moment he utters them, they do 
not produce any very startling effect, have the 
power to keep one musing on them for a long 
time aStev he stops^— so that, even if one were 
not told who he is, I believe one would have no 
difficulty in discovering him to be a great man. 
The gravity of his years — ^the sweet unassuming 
gentleness of his behaviour — arid the calm way 
in which he gave utterance to thou^ts, about 
which almost any other person would have made 
so much bustle — every thing about the appear- 
ance and manners of this serene and venerable 
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old man, bas left a feeling of qwiet, respectful, 
and affectionate admiiaticm upon mj mind. I 
brought him into town in the sbandiydair, aud 
he has asked me to dine with him in the begin, 
ning of next week. I mean b^>re the time^ to 
go and bear him deliver one of his lecture^ and 
i^all tdl you what I think <^it~iiltboBgb, con- 
sidmng the subject of which be treats, you may 
poiiaps fed no great anxiety to hear my opi- 
nion. 

I declare the wine b«-e is superb. I think 
Borne of J—... '3 Chiteau-Margout beats the lot 
you bou^t at Colonel Johnes's all to notblng^^ 
dont take this in dudgeon. 

Ever your's, 

P.M. 
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TO THE RET. C. *. 

0*ui>, TvumAt Evbkim.. 
TX^ABi D&VIO, 

I am tatbo: stuprised tliat you riKMdd aliVMly^ 
b^ui to 0*11 upon me ka disquisitioii, when 
yon may Well 8u|^0M I faave stiH so maa^r in- 
tereitiiig desoiptuHis to give you. I hare now 
ffitn, not«ie\>r two, but a^jreiit; number of tfaoK 
cmindBrt penem wbe ccoftr so nnidh hottour 
upon the preeent oooditkin (^ Scodind, and t£ 
whom yoa youraetf faftve so (rften talked to me 
Bi terms (^ ardent craoEomty. I idsure yon, fa^ 
indeed why c^oi^ I wa^ words to 1^ scv tfarit 
tfae <eKtEBcrdkiary taietrits of Aex men are as Ar 
OS pouiUe &a>Ba JflwiDg by « <de9e Jaspectkm of 
tlieir incmKn. 1%etCBe oTAatsoeiefyrWliiiok 
tivy bare neocsiaiily liad so great a abece ia 
^Bvan^ is n free ai foskiUe 60m tiieinflasnoe 
«f 4iist «puit «of jeiiaa^asdognstntet wlndb 
I hwte ulwm w edoytailmigro •oaw^aratw^ia 
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such a way, as to prevent men of genius fitnu 
doing justice to themselves, elsewhere than in 
thdr writings. Hereafter, indeed, I shall have 
occadon to say something of the spirit of party in 
Scotland, and to ^ow with what destructive 
violence it attacks the very essence of cordial 
communion among some of the less considoable 
classes of society. Nay, I fear from what I al- 
ready see, that I shall find some little occasion to 
lament the insidious and half unsuspected influ- 
enoes of tike same spirit among those who should 
be more above its working. But in the social 
into^ourse of most of the men of literary emi- 
nence wiiom I have as yet seen, the absence of 
all feding of party appears to be quite as entire 
as that of some other, and yet mrae offensive 
iedings winch are dsewbore sufficiently mani- 
fest in their effects ; and the princijJes, as well 
as the r^utation of the one of audi vaea, appear 
to act in no other way upon the other, thiui as gra* 
tie stimulants of his intellect, and of his courtesy. 

My friend W , as I have already whispor- 

ed, not only forms, but glories in forming, an ex- 
ceptim to this sort of behaviour. He uttCTly 
hates a Whig and a Calvinist, and he has no 
scruple about saying as much upon every occa- 
sion. He abominates tiie style of oowphamA 
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smoothness, ivith which some, who entertiHn 
many of his own opinions, are accustmned to 
treat those whom he calls by so better name 
tlitin iheAdveriaries; and complains indeed with 
an air of gravity, which I should not have ex- 
pected in any man of his understanding, that by 
this species of eonduet, the Great Cause Utelf, 
(by which he means the cause rf true rdigion 
and true patriotism, as united and inseparable), 
has sustained, is «uBtainuig, and is likely to sus- 
tain injuries of a more dangerous dhu'aeter than 
its tmassisted enemies alone coidd have any 
power of inflicting. He has a two-fold argu- 
ment on this head. " In the first place," says 
fae, " the utterly ignorant and uninformed, who 
must- constitute the great majority of every na- 
tion,' and the half ignorant and conceited, who 
constitute an ii^nitely larger proportion of the 
Sooted th^i of any other nation under heaven 
—and who, wherever they may be found, are a 
far. more despicatde, though no doubt, a more 
dangerous dass than that upon which they think 
themselves entiled to look down — all these peo- 
^, " thick as the leaves in Vallambrosa," are, in 
^ite of themselves, mightly influenced in all 
tlnngs by the examj^ of the few mep oi true 
geniua and learning tbeir country does. eiHit«in^ 



ib,GoogIe 



76 MB w— ^. 

"niey see the extonal kindness with wJuck these 
men tzeat the persons c^ their enemies, and it 
is DO wonder that they care not to -make ^ioe 
difltinciions l^tweea persons and {Muici{)les (at 
thems^vcs. In the second place, says he^ the 
good cavalia- himsdf cannot keep company wi^ 
roundheads — no, nor Ike goo^ son of the true 
diumh (^nnot consort in fiunpjianty wijth the re- 
lies t^ the cold-blooded coveaanters on the one 
hand, or with ^0S9 of the equalty cald-t4iEK>^ 
sceptic and infidel tribe on the otl)ter> without 
losing somewhat of the original purity of l^s af- 
fecticHiate taith- F<w my part, be concjiu^ 1 
wiUdoijo harm tp otJser^ of to myself, by fMchra^ 
•nd unwaHiiy obfieqiuffljees." The plain Engr 
1^ of aU which ia, periisps, nothmg. mwe, tfasfl 
tint my goodiH^td is tee gresrt a bagot to be ca- 
pable offering vamh happiness in the pceteooc 
of mai who difi«r &(»n him on points whidi hf 
ccaniders as of so mudi koportance, and that h« 
ia willing, in avoiding thedr company, to oot^' 
Ids tnie motiives firam his aoquiistance, in part 
it *Eoay he from himself fay the aasumptian d 
aOxa, to wludi, in truth, be has little Jegitimait^ 
piietwnaon. 

Be ^ iftifi as it m^, W— *• is, wi&out ^Kibt, 
tiw keenwt tory in Sootland ; indeed, I fadiew I 
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sfaoald not go &r from ^e truth, should I say, 
Hiat his Toryism both &r more smells dS the <M 
cavalier sdiool, and is iax more keen and iAtole- 
rant than that of any man of sUpoior attain- 
ments, I ever met with cm' either side of the 
Tweed. A Seotnnan of genuine talents, who 
sincerely entertains sudi opimons, may p«haps 
c^m no inoonnderable mdnlgence, although 
die present condition of his country should af- 
ftct him wkb fe^ngs ef aversion, almost' of 
loathing, towards pc^Hicians ef another kind, 
sudi as wouM be altogether* uiqnrdonaMc in an 
Eng&h Tmy.' In our part of the island, thank 
God, the pe^gree of right thougfata has at no 
paiod been interrupted ; and nerar, I firmly 
beBeve, did the veneraMe tree present a more 
imposing spectacle of bloom and vigour than at 
Ae present In literature, a» xa every other 
walk of exertion and department of life, the 
Tories have, at least, tbdr equal share of- powo* 
and of honour. In the <^rcb, dieir prindples 
are muntained l^ a migjbty majority of a der- 
gy, whom even th^ enemies will acknowledge 
tobeliie most leariied in the world, and whoi 
whatever may be th^ comparative deficiencies 
in some other reelects, are certainly fer more ih^ 

VOL. I. F 
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timately o^diected with the tlunights and iied- 
ing& of the most uEip«tant tlasaea of society^, 
than any clerical body in Eim^ ever was ; and 
therefore, it m9y be presumed, uok likely to 
exert a coDtinued. aad effectual influence upra 
the public mind oi thdr couBtty. In t^ law, 
where the lenoouragement far talent aime is 
¥ucb, that, no man of hi^ talents can be sus- 
pected of easily sacrificing his jud^nent fin* die 
hopes oS fayour, the superiraity is almost as ap^ 
parent as in the diurch, and Sheph^ stands as 
mudi alone amcaig the younger, as ou* excellent 
Chaac^lfH- does tunong the elder put of the pro- 
fetsicw. In literature, they have no lack pf 
splendid nKBoes. They have an equal proportim 
of those who carry on the immediate and more 
m>i^ cmiflict ; and a &rover-balanciqg array of 
such ^ as are likely to be remjembered hereafter 
for the stable and enduring triumphs of ih&i 
genius. They have Canning and Frere among 
the wits — they have Wordsworth and Coleridge 
in po^by — and they have the unw^oied inex- 
haustiUe Stmthey in every things They haveao 
reason either to be ashamed of tiieir front, or ap 
pTeb«isive of their suc<;ess ; and therefine ttxy 
can have no excuse €ar carrying furtber than is 
absolutely necessary, the measure of their hoiti- 
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lity tewoKcls tibose who do not musttr bowftkh 
thmr bdnner. I before suspected in purt, and I 
now have seal ^ou^ thoroaghlj to coaviaoc! 
me, ibat in each and aH o{ tbeie points, tlus 
(Itutrtcr of tlie island presents unhappily a ooa- 
trast as striking •• poanUe to the conditi<m c^ 
our own. 

Z ifafdl not at freaest «itw upon any thJAg 
like a review of the past histcary of political ted- 
u)g in Scotland, because I expect ere long to 
find myself better enabled than I now am to at- 
t^npt something <if this kind ; and, at the saqie 
tMue, by layii^ bcffvcyou the results of my en- 
quiries ioto the nature both of Uie reUgion toA 
the education of Scotland, to a£B»d you some- 
what of a key to its interpretatioD. In the 
m^autimer bowerer. nothing can be more cer- 
tain than the superifsity of the Whigs in the 
Scottish literatme of the |vesent day ; nor is 
their superiority a whit less decisive in the 
law, the only pro&saon which, in Scotland, 
exerts ax^ great or general authority over the 
opinions of the higher classes of society. As 
Jbr the church, of which I propose to give 
you a full account hereafter, and of which, in 
regard to its influence miMig the mass of the 
people, I am inclined to raitertain a very high 
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te^>ect, — tb« tnitb 18, tJie clergy of S«)tluid are, 
at Ute pTesent day, possessed of cxnnpiinitivcjy 
little power over the c^inioHS of tlie befit ecLuca- 
ted <;lB8ses of tbeir countrymHi.' Ode voy effi- 
cient cause of tbis want of kifluenee is, without 
doubt, the 'iii^*n^aa«t part tiley have of late 
taken in general lit^ntuxe; their neglect, in 
other word^ th^' strange artd unprecedmted 
neglect of en eng^e, wUeh, attrong a peo[de 
whose haUts at all resemhle those (^ the preseot 
Scots, must era- be, of all others, the most ex- 
tenave in its sway. Such as ^ influence of the 
churchmen is,they areaU I^resbyterians and Cal> 
vinists, and so, in spite(rf'themselves,tfaey are, and 
must be Whigs. A few, indeed, may endearotir 
to persuade tibemselres and others they xe To- 
ries ; but' th^ wear the cloak of Geneva, aad 
they are the d^cmdants of John Enox-^-and 
that i$ sufficient. THiey raay, if they dioose^ at- 
tempt to depart from the views of timr prede- 
cessors, but the whole history of th^ sect is 
against them ; and the shrewd eagadty of those 
to whom they address themsdves, wiU at all 
times find a pleanng exercise in drawing invi- 
dious comfHuisons at th«r expenee. But my 
business now is with the literati, and I am wan- 
dering from my text.' 
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Thwe ncrorvras any man more fitted, by the 
ganeral itnicttiie of his gemHs, for- a^zii^ arid 
poBHSnng an e^ttamve doiniidon. ova- Seotti^h 
intellect, than David Hume. He was very 
neuiy Atdmuidmd ofttte national und^tand- 
iag, and had be rtnod' in any thing Uke liie same 
xristion to sraae other parts of tkeinationaLdia- 
raeter,. irithoat all qoestioB he mi^t have pro- 
dtioed YftirkA wfaidr would have been recognized 
by them as complete pictuses (^ their mode of 
thinking and feeling, and 'which would, there- 
fore, faffve obbtoed a ^meaaure of infltfenoe exact- 
ly ooioeidMit with Ae extent df dieir national 
eKistenee. Hue defect of feefoig m his cempo- 
ntiffli, wMdi has pvev«nted His bocdcs from at- 
taining the powCT- windi t^ek genius might 
otherwise have oannnanded, was by no means 
hostile to the -eaTly: difibacn of his edebiity ; 
but it has acted mth the ibree of a terriUe lever, 
in puHing luni tfaw w n ham tliat height of autho- 
rity -to whith the spraig of his raiginaiity at first 
elevated Mm. The empire which he. at once 
frahied to 4uniSi^iH the i*^on of the specula- 
live utida^tanding of his ooontrymen, has not, 
indeed, beentaken away ; but the tyrehnous in- 
terference, by whJdi this empire at firsts cmitri. 
ved almost to swallow up evay -authority in 
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'iti viditHy, has nowTCC^Ted many cfaedcs, and, 
I diouid hope, bids fur to be ere long entirety 
discontinued. The only pcrnits on wfaidi Da- 
vid's character seems to have foand any romn 
for ardent feeling, were tiie ideas cX mdent loy- 
' alty and attachment to the Uood of his native 
princes. This was a strange anomaly in tiie com- 
positifm of so Mgid an observer of human afioirs. 
We hear it usually said, that it could ^ve uisen 
only from the influence of dtsiy educatiim ; but 
even so, the wonder remains undiminiabed, how 
he, who threw off all other you^ful ^qjudioes 
with so much ftdlity, should have oontiaued to 
embalm tins alone in the veiy ceeegses of his 
heart I am rather ^dined to be «f Ofuniofi, 
that David had really ptTSuaded himself by the 
exercise of his speculative understandmg, that 
the greatest danger, to which his country was 
likely to be exposed, would be nothing else than 
a too great derelictioo c^ those ideas, on which 
the national character Mid constttutiDtt lu)d been 
formed, and determined, in his capacity of phi- 
losopher, to make use of his powers as a historian 
to controvert, and, if possible, counterbalance 
this perilous tend^icy of his timep. In the mys- 
teries of Bevealed Beligion, there was something 
so very ofiS^nfave to -the unsatiable inquisitive- 
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nen of his mind, that be oould not so ftr otct- 
OBDOe his avenion, as to tHaw of iray free use of 
fail jnd^Bcnt^ in regard to tite imipxaipnetf ami 
impolicy o£ attacking ideas so interwoven with 
tfie cMenoe of the national diaractcr both of Eng. 
liAmoi and Sootatnea. He ther^:»v oontinued 
to wnte agakut Christiaiuty, and, if his oon- 
aeienee visU«d him widi any passing touches of 
flODintjan* as, indeed, I think his writings prove 
fdmndantly to have heen the case, it is probable 
he oontiived to re-instate hamsdf in his own 
good' graces, l^ reflecting on the zeal with whidi 
he hod &t»^t the good fight of loyalty. But 
dietn^ is, that his ccneolation, if such there 
nsigfat be. vras a very deceitful thing ; ifor David 
Hume had spared no pains in oonrulsing the 
wbois aoiJ, wherein .feelings both religious and 
natioXMl had taken root; and othrars saw wdl 
enoH^. i^bough he himself might aot, the ab- 
suT^ty of his undertaldng to preserve, in the 
midst of the min oocasioned by his own exer- 
tions, any paiticular item <^ iba.t produce, fbr Uie 
sum total of which he had manifested so little re- 
vfrenoe. In spite, ther^ore, of all his mastarly 
gemu5-*-in ^ite o£ his style, unrivalled in Eng- 
lish, icov pearhapa, in any modem liteMture — and 
in qiite, abov& aH, of the attachment felt by a 
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vast immberof Us naden, for.the ver^ nodons 
whose advocate be is-^n Bpheefidl Uiat nstiiie- 
andart cottM do, tfae denl has been too. stiDi^ 
6» David ; and tbe Primce (^ Soeptios hashim- 
sdf been foutid tibe most potent instrament £or 
diminufaing. abnost for neutnduring, tbe tme 
and grave influoice of^tiie Piinee<of'Hi8ft(niatw. 
The doctrine of' trying «vay "^lAg by the 
stMidard of mere ut^ty, wbidi was «et on feot 
anew with bo mu^ success by David Hutne, 
Adam Smitb, and the other }Ailoso]A«n4tf 1h^ 
sect, was undoubtedly the most ^uigerous pre- 
sent ever conferaed t^ mmtof high and power- 
fol intdleets upon the hard of Ihe ipccKs. li is 
. no wonder, that la doctrine, so flofetaing to tfae 
mean compass «f ewery <oeerse undnstan^ig, 
should baxe bem reoeived withihe utmost ita^ 
diness by the wh<de crowd (^SeioS. Bat it is 
to my mind -a very gmat wonder, that a praion 
of such fine acumioi as Dand Hume, cbovldnot 
have foreseen what a <sad mis^plication a£ bis 
Uiecvy must be the in^Iifaie result of the weak 
and limited nature of those, for whose receptiai 
it was so admirably fitted. Hume himself, in- 
deed, ;fumished many exuni^s (such we con- 
ceive them to be) of tbe.danger wbidi must attend 
the application of that tiiemy, even in the hands 



i=,GoogIe 



lUTtD HUICB. 8A 

of tbe aUeit of men-^-enou^ to oonTinee tHiote 
et^oble o£ exsimnkig Imn and :his dndpfos, that 
the doctnaemy, indeed, be a^troe one, but tliifr 
it woi^ nqiibe .mt^lects of a nary different 
ooostinictioa from out's* to make any sataifiietorjr 
iwe <^it. St might liave been forgiTen to JDavidt 
had be ovalooked bis own ineftpwiitifH oniy ; b^ 
it is DO ea«y m^tar to diseover by what stnuise 
miat Us dewr and ^mng.eye has been bUndod 
tolhoee cf a species, oCvhoseiiatHie he was^ io 
other iiutances, so &r irom overHcatiiig ibe excd^ 
lewaes. There can be tittle doubts bowev«r, that 
what he waited powo* to ftnaiee Jwd guaud 
i^^mnat. had.he hvedi to taste the expenenoe of 
a. few sttocee^ng. yeas; he would -bave uiid«:-> 
stood aiiDDdantiy,-: at^ lepoitedt teo, in theje- 
tMospmt. But, as .Faustns says. 

"■Q-vthatis intdlect?— « strange, rtnmge web— 
JHtpw bright the WBhwMwy— but bqw daric Am wadl" 

Gould we he p«Triitted to corttfet our errors, we 
sboiild no longer be men ;• nay, the poe^ you 
know^ has gone even fsortt^r dian this* when ht 

says, ..... 

TAJ* 

Zf ii»f n MM 
A««H|T» is it 
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As tiie Scotch nalion could boast of no greikt 
philosophical names before the appearance of 
Hume, one cannot be surprised, that they should 
bare fedt a very lively pride in the display of his 
admiraUe pow«s. It- is a thousand, and ten 
thouirand pities, that Ihe admiration .we can 
scaroety blame t^em for according to him, might 
not have been gratified at less expcnce to them- 
selves. I fearr indeed, there is but too mudirea^ 
son f«' suepftcting, that Hie influence he has ob- 
tained both ttmang them and others, will oudive 
many generationft; although it is sufficdently 
amusing t^ oiwewe in his writings, the quiet s<Hrt 
of confidence with whictthe huiudf looked for- 
ward to his literary imrauvtatity— not: much 
doubting, it would appear, that the name of Sa^ 
vid Hume would continue to-be reverenced \fy 
all persons of understanding many centuries af- 
ter the Christian religion should have ceased to 
be talked of, excepting as one of the many hun- 
dred antediluvian and exploded spedes of 8up«;-' 
stition. Whatever may be his future &te, this 
much is quite certmn, that the general principles 
of his philosophy still continue to exert a mighty 
influence over by far the greatest part of the li- 
terary men <^ his country ; and that almost the 
only subject on which these his pious dist^ples 
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dare to apply his principles in a different way 
from Tffhat he himself exemplified — is that of po- 
litics. Among them, as indeed I have hinted 
already, David's Toryism is always talked of, as 
one little foible which should not be too hardly 
thought of in tiie character oi so great a man. 
The fund of jokes which he has given them the 
means of employing against himself, is sufildent- 
ly obvious ; but such as they are, the jokes are 
uniformly put into requisition, whenever the 
sul^ect c«F cbnva'sation gives the least colour of 
excuse for their introduction. They are deU^t- 
ed with the noti(Hi, that, in one thing at least, 
tbey are wiser than their master ; and it would 
Eilmost be a pity to put an end to 80 much plra- 
santry. 

P. M. 



:dbvGoogIe 



LETTER IX. 



TO. THE 8AHE- 



SeAE WtLLIAXfS, 

I SAW yb^Aerdxy, fiv the first time, an original . 
pMteiit <yf David Hume ; and you, who know 
my j^ysiagnonucal and. cianioscopcal mania, 
will eanly b^eve that this was a high soimce (£ 
gratification to me. ReaUy you are too severe 
in your commraits on my passion f(x " the human 
head divine." I wish to God some plain, sensi- 
ble man, with the true Baconian turn jot obser- 
vation, would set about devoting himself in good 
earnest to the calm consideration of the skulls 
and &ces which come in his way. In tiie pre* 
sent stage of the science, there is no occasion 
that any man ^ould subject himself to t^e sus- 
picion ac reproach of quadtery, by drawing rash 
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condusicnis, or laying daims b^re the time, to 
the seer-like qualities^ which a mature system of 
cranioscopytWell understood, would undoubtedly 
confer. All that can be done for a very Icmg 
time, is, to note down the structure of men's. 
heads in one page of a mcmcNrandum-bodE, and 
brief outiines of their characters, so &r as these are . 
known, in another. If fifty nitiomd persons, in 
diffisrent R^ons (^ ^Jsrope, would ke^ such 
hooka foor a few years^ and then submit the wbde 
to be inspected by a otHnmittee of coed inquirers, 
there can beno doubt data, enough would be 
found aocumuiated, either £rmly to establish, or 
ftafy, asid for «ver, to overtuni the idea of 8udi.» 
system. Whatever might b&ther»ult, I cannot 
tfaiitk but that tbe time, devoted to the inquiiieft 
would be pleasantly, Bay/jHwfitably ^>ent The 
perscm engaged in ^ucb a study, Idonotatall 
mean perpetually ei^aged in> it,r eoujkl not fitil 
to extend Ids acquuntance/iyith his own species ; 
for he. would be furnished with a strong^' sti- 
mulus than is coountHi, to be quick and keenr 
sigbted in his scrutiny of individuals. . I, for my 
part, have idreedy my skuUr^ook, and. I flatter, 
myself- its p^ges, even now, nu^t furnish no. 
unintoNsting sujbj^ cf study. I promise you. 
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I intend to ouncU it prodigiously betiire you 
have any oppoiiunity of inspecting it. 

Tke prints o£ David Hume are, mo«t of ihem, 
X believe, taken frmn t^e very portrait I have 
seal ; but, c£ course, the style and efibet of the 
features are mudi more tfaorDu^y to be under- 
stood, wh«i one has an opportunity oi cAtstsn'vag 
tliem expanded in their natural proportiona. 
The &ce is far froai brang in any respect a das- 
sicalone. The forehead is chiefly reraak>kaUe 
£k its prominence from the ear, and not so 
much for its h^kt This ^ves liini a lower- 
ing sort of lo(^ f<»rTrttrd, eajaiessive of great in- 
quisitaveness into matters of Act, and the cfmsGr 
quenoes to be deduced &om thesn. His ^es 
tare angularly |8ximinenl^ which, according to 
Ithe Gallu! syst^n, would indicate an extracodi- 
Ipary devekipemimt of tiie organ of language be>- 
Und them. His nose is too low between the 
^es, and not well or bc4dly formed in any other 
reiqiect The Bps, ^though not handsome, hav^ 
in their fleihy and massy <Hithi)es, abundant 
marks of halntual r^ection and intellectual oc- 
oupataon. The whole has a fine expression of 
intellectual dignity, candour, and serenity. The 
want <^ deration, however, which I have ah%a- 
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dy noticed, injures very much the effect even of 
the structure of the lower part of the head. It 
takes away all idea of the prraence erf the high- 
est and most god-like elemoits of whi(^ our na- 
ture is capable. In the language of the Gctfman 
dootoT, it denotes tiie non-developement of the 
orgtm of veneration. It is to be regretted that 
he were powder, for this prevents u& fix>m ha- 
tIb^ the adyantage of 'seeing what was the nata- 
ral style tsf has hair^-or,' in^ed, of ascertaining 
the form ^aay part of hisliead beyondthe &xe' 
head. If I mistake not, this physi<^omy ao* 
cwda very iteU with the idea you have fonned 
of David Humc^B disraeter. Although he wis 
latiber Ebnd of pl&gidng Ins^ dieologicdl ctNAteiB- 
pDnries, there was not mudt of the fenaticiini of 
ii^delity about him. His object, in most case^ 
was to see what Ae mere p»w«r »f ratiodnatitiB 
would lead to^ and wbcrevn- he met wiih an 3te^ 
^cal sequence of propositions, he brake It down 
wttlunt m»ey. Whra he was led into iU-tmed 
and unpropM feettngs, it was' vfalefly fay the in- 
tiHucatiaa of inteUetftual power, for there seems 
to have been much humanity and gradousness 
in Iu8 dUpMition. 

In the same room, X saw also a portrait, l^ the 
same hand, of David's illustrious fiimd, and il' 
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liistrious &ii^ay, Jean Jaocpies. No pefun .w1k>. 
sees tbeir two heads in this juxta-peutkni, can 
hdp wondering by what eurcumstbboes ihete tvo 
men sfaouldever have been led to imaipBetheitt- 
sdres capable of entertaining true fiidiags <tf 
fiiendship for each other. As- wdl-Biight one 
con^ve of an alliance between the caliB, cud- 
chewing; Boikl-^ed ODW <^ the meadow, and 
the wUd, Serce, untamed and untame^^ loo< 
pud or panther <^ the jungle. Rousseau is xe- 
preseated in his usual &ntasdc Armenian garb, 
a loose flowing brown vest or caftan, and a hi^ 
fiured b«iDet on his head. Thn Isst piece oS 
dicss mingles itself admirably with has wiry 
hair, twisted and cantcdTed,a8 if it ^ew througli 
a skin that had no rest— and both honncmiw, as 
wdlas posrabl^ with the thin, pale, meUndwdy 
•mager the narrow iiasdble Ups the l^dk wan- 
deringinq>enetraUe eye, and the tluck jetty eye- 
brows drawn tt^ethcr with such a lo(^ of viuoo- 
ary su^oieiousness. One sees little <j£ tiie fivdiead 
itadf, but tbe bonnet gives the effect of gicat 
elevaUon, and such, I doubt not, was the truth, 
could we look bdow.What an eloquent e^ie8> 
sion of self-tormenting imagination ! It seema, . 
as if all.thou^bts came to lliat mysterious recep- 
tacle, andfew could find there uiy resting place. 
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Etithasiasm, with the strong wing, and tiie king- 
ly eye of the eagle — the meaner ferocity of the 
Ute— ^attd pMsionate dreams, soft as the pinions 
of' a dove — u*d -broken touches of melody, m<H% 
taaelting than ibe music of nightingales. Most 
atoinge.niostiimntelligible of men ! whatglimpses 
(^ more than earthly hapinness must he have ex- 
perienced, when, in the glory of his strength, he 
tossed fron^ him for a time his besetting infirmi- 
ties, and-idkfwed his free spirit to soar and hover 
■ at its will ! What more than mortal anguish, in 
tike degradation-and sul^ection of that which was 
capable of so aerial a iligbt— the imprisnnm^it of 
the King of the Air! What wonder, that when 
mean thoughts festered in his nobler soul, he 
should have deemed all men traitors to his li- 
berty, and poured his burning curses on them 
through the self-raised bars of his visionary dun- 
^eoa ! Alas ! how easy to condemn, how diffi- 
cult to sympathise in, the abberrations of such a 
spirit! 

The gentte, inflexible, inteHectu^ David-;— the 
most consistent of men — ^how should he have 
beeii the friend, the coihpanion; of this phrenzied 
enthusiast ? How could these men have under- 
stood each other?— th«r very eyes speak 1mi- 
guflges whi(^ have scarce two words in common. 

VOL. I. G 
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In infidelity — ^the only point of tjieir agreement, 
If^tiie was fiir more different &ora IlAi^seau, 
than half the Chtist^ans in Uie wrald are irom 
half the infidels. They fpught o^inst difPer- 
ent parts of the system, and tb^ fought >nth 
different weapons. There was more danger by 
&r to be dreaded fiom the Scot than the Swiss. 
His onset, indeed, was not attended with so much 
<^ the spectacular and imposing cirpqip^taitce of 
combat — ^his troops were of a more still and <m^t 
disposition, but they made their ^ttaf;!^ with 
more cunning skill, and the effects of their u^* 
pious triumphs have been &r more durable jfld 
deadly. The high and lofty parts of m^p^a i^ 
tare, which Rousseau audaciously agisted ^gt^i^Bt 
the Bib}e, struggled, for a season, with all t^e (^ 
mours of determinate warfiife ; but they are ^ 
natural allies of that which they assaulted, ^ 
throughout the world they hf^re long since irp- 
tumed devoutly to their pld alle^ance. 

In Scotland, for I am still here, the nature of 
the conflict, has, I fear, corrupted even those that 
fought on the right side. Religion is too e^d^u-r 
sively defended by arms of the same kind w;th 
those which attacked her. But I juiy^ jdo roc^ 
at present to ent^ upop tfus. 

P.M. 
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to the rev. d. williams. 

DeauDatid, 
I TOLD ycb iSu^ Mr S - •— sent me a let- 
ter of introduction to Mr M ■ , the Man «/' 
I^^Mg, and I need not tell you, t^at such an 
ii^zodiiction to audi a man, was as ^re»Ue a 
mDnmstfOKe as any tbat could hare fitlloi in iny 
"vwf, I made all harte to deliver my credentiah. 
but was told, when I called at his house, that 
tbe dd gentleman had gone out a-ri<£ng. I 
leaUy had no expectation of faeaiing his absoioe 
accounted &r in that way. for I had always been 
accustnmed to think of him as of one who had 
enlirdy outlived his contemporaries, and who 
must, Iherefi^, be long past the years tractive 
HEsHicm. My suipHse, however, was an agree- 
aUe one, and I prepare mytelf to 6nd the ve- 
tcns, ^eA I should have the fintune to see 
\ami a yet more interesting person than I had 
tui^t myself to look for. 
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Yesterday morning I received a note from 
bim, in which he apolo^zed for not having im- 
mediately retmned my call He was extremely 
busy, he said, all the rooming, but hoped I 
would come and dine with him in an unceremo- 
nious manner, the first day I found myself dis- 
engaged. I had half promised to dine at a ta- 
vern with one or two young gentlemen, Mends 

of W ; but my curiosity was suc^, that I 

fiathwith excused myself m that quarter, and 

accepted Mr M 's invitation for the same 

day on which it reached me. I assive you, that 
I dH»uld not have grudged my jouiaiey to Scotr 
land, although I had laid up nothing to britig 
back with me, exeeptii^ the recoUecUon of Ak 
one day. 

As I walked in the direction of his house, 
with the certainty that a few minutes would 
1>ring me into lus' company, I was consdous of 
an ^most superstitious feeling-^a mysterious 
kind of expectation — something Uke what I can 
conceive to have been felt by the Armenian, 
when the deep green curtain hung be&ire him, 
the uplifting of which, he was assured, would 
open to him a view mto departed years, uid 
place b^ire his eyes the actual bodily present 
o€ his long buried ancestor. I had read his works 
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tiful viuons of his pathetic imagination had 
etatnpdd a soft and deli^ous, but deep and inde- 
lible impreasion on my mind, long before I bad 
heard the veiy name of criticism ; porhapa be* 
fore any c^ the literature of the present age exr 
isted— .eertainly lc»ig, very long, before I erer 
dreamt of its existence. The very names of th^ 
heroes and heroines e^ his d^ghtful storiest 
sfiunded in my earslike th^ echoes of some <dd 
romantic m^ody, too simple, and too beautiful* 
to have been fr^ned in these degenerate over, 
scientific dsys. Uarley — La Roche — Montalr 
ban— 'Julia de Roulugn^ — what graceful mel- 
low music i» In the weUrremembered cadences 
— the " mxccMtr infixT tnifuf !" And I was in 
truth t9,see ." in the flesh" the hoary ma^cian, 
whose :WaDd had called those etherial creatioBf 
into evesiastJDg b^g; A year before. I should 
have entertuned altnost as mueh hope of sitting 
at the same table with Groldsmitb, or- Sterne^ or 
Addison, or any of those mild ^nrits.so.&r 
removed from our nature " .« m Sftrti wfuu." 
Fn- the fint tiine in my bfe, I oould not help 
being uhamed<^my youth, and feeling as if it 
wen presumption in me to approadi, in the 
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garb of modon days, the last Hying relics of that 
TeneAiUe scAooL 

The appearance of the fine <M man had no 
tendency to dianpate the feelings I have just at- 
' tmipted to describe. T found him in hi^lilKuy, 
surrounded with a very large colleetian of boob 
—few of them ^par^itiy new ones— seated in a 
high-backed easy chair — ^the wood-woric carved 
T«y ridily in the imdent Froich taste, and co- 
yeted with black hair-doth. On his head he 
wore a low cap of black v^vet, hke those whidi 
we see in almost all the pictures of Pope. Bat 
^ere needed none of these accessories to carry 
back the ima^bation. It is imposable that 1 
should pdnt to you the fiill image of that &ce. 
The only erne I ever saw which bore- any resem- 
blance to its character, was that of Warren Hast* 
ings — you well remember the effect it ptty 
duced, when he appeared wntrng all that nugAi^ 
fioent assemblage, to take his d^ree at the iii< 
stallation of Lord GreliTille. In the eounte> 
nuice of M - — , iheie is the same clear trto- 
sparauty <^ skiri, the same freshness of com- 
plexion, in the midst of all the extenuation 
of old age. The wrinkle^ too. are set ^aae 
to 6adi other, line apcm line ; not deep and bidd, 
and ru^ed, like those of most old tnea, but 
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equal' and unctivided over the whole suriace^ as' 
if no'touch but that of Time had been there, and 
as if even He had traced the vestiges of hi^ do- 
minion with a sure indeed, but with a delicate 
and reverential finger. The lineaments have idl 
the appearance of having been beautifltUy shaped, 
but the want of his teeth has tiirown th^ out 
of their natund relation to each other. The eyes 
alone have bid defiance to the approadi of the 
adversary. ]Beneath bleached and hoaxy brows', 
and surrounded with innumerable wrinkles, they 
are still as tenderly, as brightly bliie, as full of 
all the vilrious eloquence and fire of passicoi, as' 
they conld have been in the ihost vivacious of 
his days, when they were lighted up with that 
purest and I6iliest of all earthly flames, the first 
secret triumph of consdous and conceiving ge- 
nius. 

By and by, Mr M ' " ■■ withdrew into his 
doset, aiftd having there thrown off his slipper^, 
and exchanged his cap for a brown wig, he 
omducted me to the drawing-room. His family 
vrete already asseml^ed to receive us— his wife, 
just as I should have wished to picture her, a 
graoeAil old lady, with mudi of the remains o£ 
beauty, dbthed in an open gown of black silk, 
with deep flounces, and having a high cap, with 
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the lace meeting below the chin — his eldest soitf, 
a man rather above my own standing, who is' 
said to inherit much of the genius of his father, 
(although: he has chosen to devote it to v^ ^'- 
feient purposes — being very eminent among the 
advocates of the present time) — and some young- 
er children. The only visitor, besides myseli^ was 
an old fnend, and, indeed, eontemporwy of 

M^ , a Mr R , who was, in his time^ at 

the head of the professiMi of the law in Scot- 
land ; but who has now lived for many years in 
retirement. I have never seen a finer specimm,- 
both in appearance and manners, of the true geii- 
tieman of the last age. In his youth, he must 
have been a perfect model of manly beauty ; 
and, indeed, no painter could select a more ex- 
quisite subject for his art even now. His hair 
combed back from his forehead and highly pow- 
dered, his long queue, his lace-ruffles, his suit of 
snuff-coloured cloth, cut in the old liberal way, 
with long flaps to his waistcoat, hb hi^-heeled 
shoes and rich steel-buckles — every thing was 
perfectly in unison with the fashion of his age. 
The stately and measured decorum of his polite- 
ness was such, as could not well be displayed by 
any man dressed in oiu* free-and-easy style ; but 
in him it did not produce tiie least effect of stiff- 
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ness or coldness. It was a delightful tlung. to 
see these two old men, who had rendered them- 
selves eminent iu two - so different walks of 
exertion, meeting togelii^ in the quiet evening 
of thdr days, to enjoy in the compuiy of eadi 
other every luxmy which intellectual ccAnmuni- 
caticHi csai afTord, heightened hy the yet ri^er 
luxury erf" talking over the feelings of times, to 
which they almost alone are not strangers. 

They are both perfectly men of the world, so 
that there was not the least tinge of profess 
^iHial pedantry in ^eir conversation. As for 
Mr M ' , indeed, literature was never any- 
Uung raace tiian an amusement to him, howeter 
great the figure he has made in it, and the spe- 
cies of literature in which he excelled was, in its 
very essence, connected with any ideas rather 
than those of seduded and artist-like abstraction. 
There was nothing to be seen which could have 
enabled a stranger to tell which was the great 
lawyer, and wMdi the great novellist. I con- 
fess indeed, Iwasalittle astonished to 6nd, from 

Mr M 's mode of conversation, . how very 

little his habits had ever been those of a mere 
literary man. He talked for at least half ml 
hour, and, I promise you, very knowingly, about 
flies for angling ; and told me, with great gooci 
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tuitui, and takes the fidd against the grouse 
with a long fbwling-piece slung &om Ms bac^ 
and a pcnnter-biteh, to the liiH as venerable 
ataang ha* sp^ra as her affectionate master is 
among his. The lively vivacity with whii^ he 
talked over various little mmute drcumstaneeit 
of his last campaign in the nioors, and tiie tilmtist 
boyish keenness witii which he seemed to be 
looking forward to the time of trouting — tiA Has 
might have been looked upon as rdtber fiivolous, 
and out of place, in uiot^er of his years ; bat, 
for my part:, I could not help bong filled both 
with dcJi^t and admiratiot), by So uncommon s 
display of ^asticity in the springs of his tem^ 
nunoit. . , ■ . 

He gave us an excelloit bottle of Mustjat^le- 
Bives-altes during dinner, and I must say I afti 
inclined very much to approve of tb&t dld-fth 
shioned delicacy. We had no lack of Cfagteaii- 
lo-Bose afterwards, and neither of the old gentle- 
men seemed to have the slightest objection to its 
inspiration. . A truly charming air df sober hila- 
rity was diffused over their features, and tb^ 
b^an to .give tittle sketches of the dd times, in 
which perhaps their hilarity might not always 
be so sober, in a way that carried me back de- 
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li^itfiiUy to the very heart of " Hi^-jinks." 
According to tJie picture they gave, the style c£ 
social intercourse in tins dly, in their younger 
days, s^ms, Indeed, to have been wonderfully 
easy and captivating. At that time, you must 
know, not one stone of the New Town, in which 
they, and all the fitshitmable inhabitants of Edin- 
Iwrgfa now reside, had been erected. The whole 
(^ the genteel populatiMi lived crowded together 
in those taU citadds of the Old Town, from one 
of which my friend W still refuses to be dis- 
lodged. Thdr bouses were nnall, but abundant- 
ly neat and tmiifortable, and the labour which it 
cost to ascend to one c£ them was sure to be re- 
paid at all hours by a hearty welcome from it£ 
possessor. The style of Viu^g, alt(^tfaer, was 
as differebt is poasiUe from the ceremonious sort 
of fashion now in vogue. They did not deal in 
rix weeks' invitations and formal dinners ; but 
they fiirmed, at a few hours' notice, little snug 
supper-parties, which, without costing any com- 
parative expence, afforded oppcHtunities a thou- 
sand-fold for all manner (jf friendly communica- 
ti(m betwem the sexes. As for the gentlemen, 
ftey never thought of committing any excess, 
except in taverns, and at ftight ; and Mr R — — *• 
inenti<)tied, that, almost within his owh reooilec- 
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tion, it had been made matter of very serious 
aggi'avaticm in the offence of a gentleman of 
Tank, tried before the Court of Justiciary, that 
he had allowed his company to get drunk in his 
house before it was dark, even in the month of 
July. At that time, the only liquor was claret, 
and this they sent for just as they wanted it — 
hbge pewter jugs, or, as they called them, itoupa 
of claret, b«ng just as commonly to be seen tn^ 
veiling the streets of Edinburgh in aU directions 
Aen, as the mugs of Mieux and Barclay are in 
those of London now. Of course, I made allow- 
ance for the privilege of age ; but I have no 
doubt there was abundance of good wit, ' luid, 
what is better, good-bumoiu! amcmg th6m, no 
less than of good claret. If I were to take the 
evening I spent in listening to its history, as a 
fair spedraen f^ the " Auld Time," (and after all, 
why should I not ?) I should almost be inclined 
to reverse the words of the Laureate, and to 
say, 

— "of aU pUces, and all timei of earth. 

Did fate grant choice of time and place to men. 

Wise dioice might be their Scotland, and thdr thim.' 

I assure you, however, that I returned to my 
hotel in no disposition to quarrel eitiier with 



:dbvGoogIe 



time or place, ot " any other creature" — a bottle 
of excellent wine under my belt, and my mind 
richly dieted with one of the true Node* Gr- 
lueque. 

Ever your's, 

P.M. 

F. S. I had forgotten to mention, that both 

M and his friend are staunch Tories ; but 

I don't doiy, that this might have some effect 
in increasing my love fpr them. 
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TO THE SAME. 



I HEARD it mentioned at Mr M-— 's, thai a 
trioinial dinner, in honour ot Kobert Bums, 
was about to takcplace ; and thinking it would 
be a good opportunity for me to see a larger 
number of the Scots literati tlian I had yet met 
with c<^ected togethra, I resolved, if posuble, to 
make one of the party. I found, on enquiring, 
that in consequence of the vast multitude of 
posons who wished to be present, the original 
l^an c^ the dinner had been necessarily depart- 
ed from, and the company were to assemble, not 
in a tavOTi, for no tavern in Edinbuigh could 
accommodate them, but in the Assembly-Rooms 
in George-Street Even so, I was told, there 
was likely to be a deficiency rather than a super- 
fluity of room ; and, indeed, when I went to buy 
my ticket, I found no more remiuned to be 
sold. But I procured one afta>w«ds tiuou^ 
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>IrM ; and W — u arriving from the coun- 
try the satne day, I went to the place in com- 
I«ny with hica. He is hand in glove with half 
of Ae stewards, and had no difficulty in getting 
hiipself smuggled in. I send you a copy of the 
Edinhurgh Weekly Journal, which contains the 
best newspaper account of tiie affair I have met 
witb> but shall [o-oceed to &vour you with & few 
of my own observations in addition. 

Those who are accustomed to talk and think 
of the Scotch as a cold phl^matic people, would 
hare been convinced of their mistake by a siui 
gle glance at the scene which met my eyes when 
I entered. I have never witnessed a more tri- 
umphant display of nation^ epthusiasm, and 
had never expected to witness any display witiL- 
in many thousand degrees of it, under any thing 
less than the instantaneous impulse of some glot 
nous victory. The room is a very \aige aoe, 
and I hftd already sepn }X lighted up in all the 
splendour of a ball ; but neither its size nor its 
splendour had then made anything more than 
a very comwQQ-place iii^pression on my mind. 
But npw — what a s^t was h^re ! A hall <^ 
most majestic pifi^Ttions — ^its walls, and hang- 
ings, and Cf^ooiHes of crinison, giving a nut- 
^cal richn^ of e^ed to t^e innumerable chan- 
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d6liers with wfakh its high rtxrf appeared to 
be starred and glowitig — the wr overhead ali'v* 
with the breath of lutes and trumpets^-below, 
the whole mighty area paved with human filees, 
(for the crowd was sueh that nothing oi the 
tables could at first be seen,)— the hi^est, and 
fhe wisest, and the best of a nation assembled 
tc^ther — and all few what? — to do bonoHT to 
the memory of one low-bom peasant. What 
a lofty tribute to the true noWlity of Nature ! — 
What a glorious vii^catitm of the bom majesty 
e£ Genius ! 

With difficulty we procured ^seats at the lovree 
^tremity of the Hall, at the table where Cap- 
tflin A — —.of the Navy presided as croupier— 
a fine manly-looking feilow. with a worid of cor- 
dial jollity in his face. W— — chose to sit at 
Uus taUe, as he afterwards told me, because, in 
tltt xxnurse of a long experience, he had found 
tihe fare d a public dimier uniformly much bet- 
ter in the immediate neighbburiiood of the crou- 
pier or president ; and indeed, whatever might 
beitbe case elsewhere, the fare where we sat was 
moBt excellent We had turbot in perfection — a 
haunch of prime venison— the red-deer I bdieve 
—and every thing, in sh(Ht, which could have 
been selected to make a priea^ dinner delicious. 
1 
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Ti» text «n4 tkmf (#(>wfd fey fr Mtaw 

ht^ ^ w ro i nf d te mite hiouHlf M l)m>r W 

lliidi, and nBOtiier ef the aprnkler A^fWK ^igHii^ 
A4ii;rwa(d«> we e»4iM>8^ ow pptt fi>r Te^ tittr 
ruble claret, and we had filberts and oUy^.^ 
«31i v|i)elti t>«mg th» ca«^ fii^ iHWti m Ran 
aeiiMeoln(>)wii^i»de«teit. , 

ne fitair mm meniwd bf ){> U-t^TT-. m lA 
vam^ of (MOKdenUe note ; » ^enwt aeottor 
ili«pl)l!,e perBqn, w ^ w I c^nl^ JM4m (^tv 
fvw qmte At tlw ether md of the rooM f^,H«>) 
Md don wHiwt Um vere gf^aied « ^imt 
mHsher «( tbe lewling mmtwni of th« mm* 
tMfa^iaw. Awtmg ths lett Jt-™-, 4j8 wtW 
wMil ftetieg of wgret ippearsd to fllJ the cpib, 
tmf, en neeouBt of tte sbjmoe <rf JJr ft.n n i 
>i%ii «u txpeeted to l«ve tsken M« yl^m M ^8 
Bgbt hand of the president, and ^KwWhWI 
came to town bi Uk puTpeaei hm) henMJ^MI) 
puerented hjr a severe MMk at Ulne«4 ii) ii^ 
fmant parts af the room, a ««net; ef diH^ 
guiabed ipdindiudi, lef vhRm I h«i <iDm iimiit 
were niooissirdy pointed eif t to ifie }^ Wrf-^jr j 
but it was some time be&re I could collect my 
senses, sufficiently to take any very accurate in- 

VOL. I. H 
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spec^sn oP Itieii' phyEvdgDODiies. Wherever 1 
intdced, I' )ulW fac@ ennobled hj all the eloqaeniB& 
^6f'a. pure and lofty enttiusiastd.'It Was evident, 
that all hdd the right feeling ; otidAt siu^ a mo- 
ment it.ap^eai^ to:me acottiptottirely'Sman 
akkei which of them- had the celel»ity -even of 

' jUto- dinner, the pre^dent y(>seaiidpA>p68ed 
T^MembryofthePdet. Tbe speiebhwi^ which 
he iM«£Rxd the toast was delivered ^vitfa all the 
ease <t£ a pr&ctided speaker, and •wai fay ho mean! 
dev<oid of titees of proper ^ling. But, I con- 
few, on the whole, Its effect was to me rather a 
d^tappdintiftg obe. The enthtistasm felt by the 
jcotnpdny was fiticli, that nothing could have be«n 
pitch^-in a keytoo hi^ fot thetn ; and tiie lib. 

pressioh of Mr M' ' ' I's addi«ss had certaiidy^' 

iff-their state df fteKng at the moment; moi^ of 
Schilling tbf^ tfh elevating effect. I theu^t 
him^pecnliarly unhappy in the choice of a^ few 
pOetidd quotations with which he direrrafied 
hSs speech-^-4h&t from Swift's /Rhapsdcfy, 'in fgx-i 
tiCiilH, Was exb<etnely unfertuMaCeL What good 
cHbct'cttttld be produced cm «u<h an 'occasion «f 
this,~foy Tepeatlng such lines as tbo6e«bout 



" Not befsar's bnt on bulk bsgot. 
Mot bartard of a pedlar Scot, 
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'Kofkbeylbreaght t^to'daniag'iIiMif ' ' 
The spawn of Bridewell or the stewa, . 
Not infants dropped, the spurious pledges 
- Of i^pnes littMing undei^ faedger 
Are to disq^Ualified by fate 
To rise in cbiu^:h, or law, or state, 
As fie whom Pheebus, in his ire, 
Ha blasted with poetie fire," Sea 



Hor v&e the fine verses of MiHon nidch »«« 
^propriate.to the occasion, although their own 
grahdeuT woidd probably luive prevented l^m 
firom being 'at all disagreeaUe in the hearing, 
had Mr M — ^'s recollection been wich tw to 
raable him to recite than with ftcility. Wbalk- 
ever may be the case with the most of those, 
whose lips " Phoebus tips with fire," poor Bufm 
was assuredly not one who neglected, for th^ 
sake of the Muses, 



" To sport with Amaryllis in the shade, 
Or widx the tallies of Neaza'e hair." . 



But it would be quite siUy to trouble you with 
sudi wHtntiiie as these;'— the true d^ect ky in 
selecting, to predde in such an assembly upon 
such an occasion, any other than a man of greit 
reputation and rank in literature. Had Such a 
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penon been sdected, and hsd be, M it m^ht 
bare happened, committed the veiy same ftults 

which Mr M did commit, tbe impression of 

his general character would still have been suffi- 
cient to prevent the company fivm regarding, 
oth^wise than with a favourable eye, even the 
defects of one in whom they would have been 
«aga- and proud to recognize the intdlectual 
kinsman of thdr great poet But, in the first 
place, it is not easy to understand why a man 
.ahould be dioien to direct and guide the enthu> 
Aa«m <^ a meeting in honour (^Robert Bums, 
merely because he himself ei^oyi a tolerable de- 
gree of reputation as a Sootti^ barrister; wcai, 
.in the second place, erray pinnt in which such s 
pcrscm 8|0 ^loaea feils in the disduwge of his du- 
ties, has the effect of making vmn recur to this 
ori^nal difficulty, with an increasing and a most 
unpleasant perdnaraty. There was, perhaps, an 

injudicious degree of courage fn Mr M 's 

attempt ; but " eventtit docuit." 

It is a much easier thing, howev»-, to say who 
should not, t\mi who should have pveaid^ ob 
tbis oocasitHi. It seems tfa^ unong others, Mr 
J_ had been talked <^; but he had the good 
)«enae to r^ect tbe proposal without hesitation. 
And with what face, indeed, could he, the au- 
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thor ofUie longest, and most delibetmte, and most ' 
elaborate attack that ever assailed the chaAeter 
of Bums— ^an attack of which, with all my tole- ' 
ranoe Ibr J — —'9 faitings, I cuinot hdp think-' 
ing the whole spirit and tone «e radically and 
ecseotially BbominaUe— with what £tce could he 
have presumed to occupy the first place in ah' 
aBtembly of men, whose sole bond of union ocmld 
be nothing else than that feeling «f deep, tender, 
and reveraitial admiration for poor Bums's me- 
mtny,' his own want of which had been so deci- 
dedly, or rstha: so ostentatiously held forth?'' 
Many people cm see some excuse— and I my- 
self am imagine some explant,tion of the irrer&-' 

rent way, in n*ich Mr J has accustMued 

himself to treat his own great poetical oontem- 
poiaries. But I know not, nether can I ima- 
{pne, uponwhat principle a man of his fine un-' 
derstaoi^ng, and fine feeling too, should have' 
esteemed himself justifiable in conoentratioig the 
whole pitslfsss vigour of his satire upon the me- 
mory of cxie, whose failings, whatever they 
might be, were entitled to so mudi ctHupassion- 
as those of Robert Bums — in exhausting hisr 
quiver of poisoned shafts in ^erdng and lacera- 
ting the resting-place of one, whose living name 
must always be among tile dearest and mo9t $a- 



:dbvGoogIe 



114 BURNS'l DINNER. 

eieA possessions. of his countrymen. [ I: cannot 
help thifikujg, that J—— Splayed in that at- 
tack. ■ a veiy lamentable defect, not merely of 
nationality of feeling, but of humMiity x>f feel- 
ing. If the pride of being the countryman of 
Bums was not enough to make J' ' " ■ a lenient 
observer of his errors, there wete' abundance of 
other considerations of a yet higher kind, which 
s)iotild not- hate come vainly to the aid of that 
honourable pride Alas ! how easy a thing is it 
fo): us, who have he&a educated in the. atmos- 
phere of ;ea8e— who have " been clothed in fine 
linen.. Mid fared sumptuously every day"— how 
easy a. 'thing is it for sudi as we are, to despise 
mA deride the pow^ of temptations, that mi^t 
be enough, and more than enough, to unhinge 
all tho. resolutions, and dark^ all. the destinies 
of, one. yfhi> bad been accustomed, m good e«r- 
nest^; to_^rmk the water oflittemeas, und eat hta 
bread m the sweat of his brcm ! ' It is an easy 
thing for those, 'who have comfortable' homes, 
and: . congenial occupations, to rail against the 
dissipated halrits of a poor wandering poet, com- 
pdjed to waste his best days in degrading drud- 
geriesi and -night after night to find himself sur- . 
VDiuided'in his own narrow dwelling by all the 
depreswigand c<Mitracting:H|[ualoEs of penury. 
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. Iliern^ }^ ju%ii)g 4? w« wotpid fee jDdgcdt 
»Ith<»%li ^ excelleni: a^ ^ur^ly, in; the m^/^ 
laust \ie take^, J. thinks with a gceaf teq^ueh o^ 
exceptions. It is the beset^tjng :Cempt«tioDi of 
niany natiures,: and honest natuiies top, to • 

" Compound for sins they are inclined toi ■ ' 

- ' By daniiing'tlibse they liave no'Iniad to.^ -■ . ■. 

And perhaps few sins are more " damn^" uj^p 
this principle than tl;iose of the bottle. Ypu might 
as well attempt to make a deaf oitai .corppre^ 
hend tipe eicc^Ue^caes of Mo»irt,. as to .coi^y^nq^ 
scime people that it i$ a veiii^fthijag.to .he; fpnil 
of an extra glass of claret. ; ^^■^y «yen qf^ ,thoa« 
■who take great pleasure in society, (;an,neyer.ljf 
brought to uud^rstand why p^ple should get 
tipsy whea they ipeet toge^h^r round, ^ ta^ft 
Tte delight wiiich they experience iifi .comf^y, 
i$ purely rational-r-deriyed frpni pothin^j ^v,t 
the.aijiii)i\ted and invigorated coUi8ion,.pf;coi^j 
.tending, and,8jpprtppg-i|)^ellects. .They hayc;^ 
and wisdom JbrJ^ek shore, aijd they )^f.)^ti^ 
-ip^ason to, explain.; but w.hat. dpthey Ifxioyi 
^bout the fi^,,l>e3rty,,g]oripi^jSyfi]|ig of jollity;? 
How can ,th^jr ever ^sympathise widi tjip.joftis^ 
felidty of a mfHi.^ingiD^; , , ... ,, • 

■"Iti«\h«ai«m— I kenlierhomr '' ■- ■ ' 
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t tkbik rt Mm ilwnta l« aBtivcd tfruy Uiy- 
iMHg tlMut Bunu, «t« bu not jotieA Sit tU* 
tk^iMis sltHough tioAtt-MMd, ond <Mt HA OVf- 

The 'fim laMi (sftet «>iM bf met» fbHtt- 
lity,) were those of the mother of Burns — for 
she, it 0eeD99i is still eJiv«, in extreme oLd age ; 
his widow, the " Jean," of his poetry — and his 
M^hb. A gentlemscn Who proposed one of l)h68^ 
iatki, UenttoAed a little aneoldte, which gare 
lilfihite d^Iigfat to all present, :and which will do 
itt' to fdi. Alter the laH of thMe trienldal 
iMsiSIt^ a jKnsion of L.94 pet mimm lAa eeU 
Ued oil Mis Btams, by a Bcbttidi gentlenian of 
ttl'^ 'fiirtuM, Mr Miide of Paiimiue. One of 
tikb sons «f the poet, however, has ^ce thirt 
6hie gone out to India in a me4^H»l Capacity; 
aStd tehi]^ %>rttniiite enough to (tetin asittuitioli 
Hf'ioil^ fitde ^Auroliunetit, ^e fim use ^ made 
iff lis Siltscesi Was to ptovlde for his Mother, in 
iitth a Way as enaUed her to dedifie any ftrdiet 
titMtJnuatice of Mr Maute"s lioflhty'-'«onan«!t, as 
im <tirell said, " worthy of ilie wife nhiMniX 
thfc higb-SoiiM BttHis'''^ne who, in spite of aH 
Kii &idts, attd lA his «fi&cutties, cohtrived, in 
the true spuit of proud independence, to tilnew} 
ma» any tkimg. when he died. By the way, the 
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^onM tri» mmtfoMd tbU WW ttK itttate G'ii^-'' 
¥.•.•<-•-, tiriiiiit HUM l< •» bitiiiuUly MtMiMtd' 
«rm am ut Bunu. ia As jpcu edieeiian «f 

n« Iwidtfi of Mr Swtt ««s tfeita ^Mponi, 1» 
ttMot tit«atik tMmais ndgktit tk« MwriiMbjh 
tkeCUkilUtt. n^ofMrMmflitniteMmgiitiM' 
bjr Jtt C~-^ « ttkbHttid tdvawM) tad pie- 
heed iMh «uiM 4«i^ ekgtant tMteMet leipsif 

UaitaAmulfttlKMym'. Mt J-»-<— tttenrae 
onfl pnpoMt th« keitik of Thomu CunplwU, 
with iiBeM<ll*ai«itnlibbtcen)uis!te distcb 
if till) «l«nt!tet of Bwiu in Uk •• 3pedmen&'' 
1 sEsniM yott, notbbig QouM tie mort apfWf^irnitcv 
or Itaotfe deIi|^tAil, than tlMe vmy in wMch aO 
these touts ««t«xeceiTed fay &e company. But 
y^a wdl Me well «9iougfa by tiie paper 1 have 
WM ym, «kat toasts were given. lansorry 
t>> Wf, tklit thoK which were mit givot, occu* 
^ed not e lit^ of my attention. It waft obvi" 
ou8 fi^iti the way in wtitcfa tilings Went on, tiiat 

kh M , Mr J , Mr C— > and ode or 

Vtn of thek ftiendl among the atewarda, bai 
pRVioimly arranged aaaog them^^res what 
toaitt. ihoBld be pnpoeed, and in wbat easte ; 
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nor £0ii1d Uw bunnss* of such a meetijaf; be wi^ 
omiMetoA wlUiDut sdme saxh prepuwtiofi. .IweH 
kvQW befinre I wait, Cbat.: as it happened, : tlioBe 
gentlemen who took the chief dixeotion in tibis 
albir were ^Ifceen Whigs. : But^I.pevev co^u- 
deted this as a drcum'stance of the lightest iiji- 
fortiiaaey.nfic- exp^Sisd; rtmst a4suF^y, tb^t.it 
WDuldat all shew it^f in the Qonductof theais- 
maxbly. I regarded politics and parties as th)!)^ 
that had net the least ctmnection.with the pur- 
poses of the-mdetitag,. and espectefj,,iiideed,.that 
they would have, been most jtudioiuly k^pt opt 
of Tiew, for the very puiposeiof rendering the 
meeting as universally and gepially delightful 
as piossilde. I was, however, sadly. disappointed. 
It is needless to multiply examples, It is suffi- 
dait to mention, tbat not one of these JQdin- 
burgh 'Reviewers had the common candour or 
manliness, in a meeting, the ot^ect of whidi wqs 
so purely to do honour to poetical genius, to, pro- 
pose Uie health either of Wordsworth.^ ojr. of 
Soutbey, or of Coieridge: I could not have bpliev- 
ed that the influence of paltry prejudices, corfd 
ever be allowed to controul in su^ a way tjije 
conduct of men so well entitled to be above their 
sphere. Even by the confession of the Edinbui;gb 
Review itsdf, these men are three of the greatest 
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poetkal geniuses oia islapd ever has product. ; 
Their choice of subjects, ^eir style 6f versifica^ 
tionv and various pther particul&rs, are ridieuled ; •■ 
but it is no where denied, that even thdr errdrt- 
are entitled to derive some litUe shelter ffom the^ 
originality, power, and beauty, <rf Ihe px>duc-, 
tions in which they make thdrappeanihoc. I. 
am indeed very much at a loss to comprehend,. 
how any man of intelligence could satisfy his 
conscience, that he did right in proposing, on 
such an occasion as this, the healths of Crabbe, 
Rogers, nay even of Montgomery, (for sufihwas 
the case,) and omitting to do the same honour to 
the great names I have mentioned. Surely hwe 
was a sad descent from that pure elevation 
on which the true critic, and the true philoso- 
pher, must ev^ stand. I had no conception 
previously of the real extent to which, in this 
country of political strife, the absurdities of 
party spleen are carried, even by men of emi- 
nence and virtue. I had no suspicion, that such 

a man as Mr J , or even as Mr M - — , 

would have dared to shew, almost to confess 
himself, incapable of overlooking the petty dis- 
crepancies of political opinion, in forming his es- 
timate of a great English poet's character, it 
is not thus that a man can hope to anticipate the 
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t of posterity, ot to exert a pamanoit 
sway over tiiat of bis contemjMwaries. In regard 

to J , above all, I confess I was griered to 

detect so much littleness, where I had been will- 
ing to lo(^ &x very Afferent things. I was 
^iered, indeed, to ^scover that he also, even 
obt of his B«view> is in a great meagnre one 
that 



" nofrawi lus mindj 



Aod to party gives up what was meant tor mankind." 

"I^at Mr J — — had found reason to change 
sotne of the opinions he had once expressed con- 
cerning Robert Bums, was, in part at least, ad- 
mitted by himself, in one of the speeches be de- 
livered on this very occasion. Nay, had it not 
been so, I am inclined to think it might have 
been better for him to have kept altogether 
away from the assemUy. Having Idd aside 
the worst of his prejudices against poor Bums, 
why ^ould he not have been proud and joyful 
in finding and employing su<^ an opportunity 
for dcang justice to a great poet, who, — himself 
ihe purest of men, and leading and having ever 
led the holi^t and most dignified of lives, — ^had 
not disdained to come forward at an eariier and 
a less toiiun^iont period, as the drfender and 
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guardian of the reputation of his fruler hnither ? 
What had parties, and systems, and schools, 
and nicknames, to do with such a matter as 
this f- Are tb^e no healing moments in which 
men can afford to be free from the fetttn oi 
their petty self-love ? Is the hour of genial and 
cordial tenderness, when man me^ts m^ to oe- 
lebniie the memory of one who has confeired 
lumour on thdr common nature — ^is ev«i that 
noed hour to be polluted and pro^ned by any 
pcHSonous spnnklings of Uie week-day paltrinesp 
<^ life ?— My disi^easure, in regard to this al&ir, 
has very little to do with my displeasure in re^ 
gard to the general treatment of Mr Wordswivth 
in the Edinburgh Review. That the pora^a of 
this man should be little read and little admired 
by the m^ority of those who claim fiw them- 
sdves the character of taste and inteiligencenv 
that they should furnish little, except subjects 
of mirth and scorn, to those whf^ by their own 
writings, would direct the judgment of otbera— *■ 
these are things whidi affect some of his adint 
xers with astonishment— they a&ct me with no 
MnlimaitB but those of humility and grief. The 
delight which is conferred by vivid descriptions 
of stianger evei^ and stronger Impulses than 



i=,GoogIe 



ice BUEMS'SUIMMERi 

we ouneWes e&perienoe, is adapted fior all men, 
and Is an universal delight. That part of our 
nature, to which they address themselves, not 
only exUts in every man brigioally, but has its 
existence fostered and cherished by the incidents 
of every life. To find a man who has no relish 
for the poetry of Love or of War, is almost as 
impossible; as to find one Uiat does not enjoy the 
brightness of the sun* or the. softness of moon- 
light The poetry <^ ambition, hatred, revenge 
pleases masculine minds in the. same manner 
aS the flashing of lightnings and the roariiig 
o£ cetaa- acte. But there are other things in man 
and in nature, besides tumultuous pasaons and 
tempestuous scenes ;-r-and he that is a very great 
poet, maybe by no means a very popu^ one. 

The critics who lidicule Mr Wordsworth, for 
choosiDg the themes of his poetry among a set 
cf ot^ts new andiminteresting to their minds, 
would havei seen, had they been suflBciently 
acute, or would have confessed, had they been 
sufQdetitly candid, that, had he so willed it, he 
might have been among the best and most powo*- 
ful masters in other branches of his art, more 
adapted fot the generality of mankind and fdr 
thcteselves. The martial music in the hall of 
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Oidbrdwashi^lcctedl^thfrSIiepfaeidLoid; for 
the sarnie reasons irhich hare rendered the poet 

that celebrates him such a poet as he is. 

" Iiove had he seen in hnte where poor nun liej 
His daily teachers had been woods and rilla ; 

The nlence Uuit is in the starry sky, , 
TTie sleep that is amon^ the lonely "hills." 

Befi>re a man can understand and relish his 
poems, bis mind must, in some measure, pass 
through the same sober discipline — a discipline 
tliat calms, but does not weaken the spirit — ^that 
bloids together the understanding and the af- 
fections, and improves both by the mixture. 
The busy life of dties, the ordinary collisions of 
sarcasm and indifference, steel the mind against 
the emotions that are bred and nourished among 
those quiet rallies, so dear to the Shepherd Lord 
and his poet. AYhat we cannot und^vtand, it 
is a very common, and indeed a very natural 
thing, for us to undervalue ; and it may be sus- 
pected, that some of the merriest witticisms 
which have beenutteredagainstMr Wordsworth, 
have had their ori^n in the pettishness and dis- 
satls&ction of minds, unaccustomed and unwill- 
ing to make, dther to others or to themselves, 
any confessions of incapacity. 
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But I am wandering aadly ftom bim, who, $» 
Wcrdsvcrth haa beautifully expressed U, 



' miked in g^ory and in joy. 



— However I shall qome bac^ to him In my 
next 

P.M. 
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LETTBR XII. 

•Ml THE SAMB. 
I^AIlDAVSDf 

In (wdc t0r e»t«lf the post, a few days ago, I 
sciQt «^ my letter beftre nay subject ms half 
«0)%d«(i^ ; wlMeb, d<wUteas, you will att^ibtito 
ddfiBy^ OE e|kt^y» to my old psacHoD fw ptren- 
theseft aad ^^iaode*. To retuzn to bay t^pon-M 
the "BurBy's diiuien. 

Oie <rf thfl be^t Kp«iecb«A> [Mtaps the Ycary 
best, dcdiTsrad dumig the trbele of the ev«tuiig, 
w«s thatch JCt& J-~— W-»~-n, ip j^^poong tite 
health of the Bttiick ^epherd. I had heard « 

gr«a^d«aofW— r^frw^W ^.butUflliaa 

been out of SdlQbwgh erer wao? vay aitivat 
and w^oed b^ wa&«d only g% miles that tei^ 
iwa^s^ in. Qf^ to be pvsaa^oq tl«« ooCMiDn. 
He i^w^d Tio; ^mptOBUi h«F^er, of bong 4^ 
HgfisA w4> his JQifnwy, and hia style of ^ 
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quence, above all, whatever faults it might have, 
displayed certainly no deficiency of fireshness 
aad T^^ur. Aj I know yon admurc some c^ his- 
verses very much, you will be pleased with a 
sketch of his appearance: He is, I imagine, 
(but I guess principally from the date of his Ox- 
ford prize-poem) some ten years your junior 
and mine — a very robust atiiletic man, broad 
across ihe back — ^finn set upon his limbs — and 
having altogether very much of that sort of air 
which a inseparable from the consciousness of 
gieat bodily oiergies. I suppose, in leaping, 
wrestling, or boxing, he might easily beat any of 
^ poets, bis contempomies— and I rather sus- 
pect, that in speaking, be would have as easy a 
triumph over the whole of them, except -Cole- 
ridge. In complexion, he is the best spedmen 
I have ever seen of the graiuine or ideal Ootk. 
IBs hair is of the true Scambrian yellow; his 
eyes are of the lightest, and at the same time of 
the clearest bhie ; and the blood ^ws in his 
dieek with as firm a fervour as it did, according 
tf the description of Jomandes, in those of tiie 
"■i(dlo gaudentes, prselio ridaites Teutones" 
(^ Attila. I had never suspected, before I saw 
him, tliat such' extreme fairness and'lre&hness of 
complexion amid be compatiUe with to moch 
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variety and tenderness, but, above all, widi lio 
much depth of expression. His forehead is finely, 
but strangely shaped ; the regions of pure ftncy, 
and of plire wit, b«ng both developed in A yfefy 
strikitig mano^r-^whidi is but seldom the case 
in any one individual^-alid the organ of 6bser- 
Tatitm having projected the Mtitis JrondtdU to a 
degree that is altogether' uilcommOti. I .have 
nevet s^eti a phyd^^omy which could pass with 
so much rapidity from the serious to the most 
ludicrous of effects. It is more eloquent, both 
in its gntvity and in its levity, than almost any 
countenance I am acquainted with is in any one 
cast of expresdon ; and yet I am not without 
my suspicions, that the versatility of its lan< 
guagemay, in theend, takeaway from its power. 
In ft convivial meeting — more paxticularly 
Sfter the first two hours are over — the beauty 
to which men are most alive in any piece of elo- 
quen(» is that which depends on its being im- 
pregnated and instinct with feeling. Of this 
beauty, no eloquence can be more full than that 

of Mr J W ^n. His declamation is oftwi 

loose and irFegtilar to an extent that is not quite 
worthy of k'min of his fine education and mascu- 
line powCTS; blit all'iffre^deemedv and- mote- than 
redeemed^ b^ bii'tich' abundance of. qui*, 'gene- 
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roij^, ^d eicp^iMiye feeing. The fifls^ijag JMgbt- 
ness, atvi now and then the stiU more expias^v^ 
dinaness of hv eye~aiid t^e treippJouB muffle 
4^ a voice tiiat is equally at home in t^ highest 
aq4 the lowest of Motea — an4 the aUitad« bmt 
torwBxd with a^ earnestness to wbicb the graces 
iCQuld make no valuable addition— <all togeth^ 
opmppse an index which they that run may 
K^d — a rod of communication to whose electif- 
<aty no tjeait is barred. Inaccuracies of language 
are Bmall matters when the ear is fed with the 
wild and my^i^ous cadences c^the most natural 
<^ all meIodie3i and the mind filled to overHowing 
with the bright suggestions of an imagination, 
whose only fault lies in the uncontrolable .pro- 
fusion with which it scatters forth its fiiiits. 
With such £^s as these, and with the noblest 
f>f themes to excite and adorn them, I have no 

^oubt, th^ Mr W n, had he been in the 

ohurch, would have leil all the impaissionei} 
fieacbers I have ever heard many thousand 
leagues behind him. Kor do I at all question^ 
.^h^ evffli in some departments o^ ^s own pro- 
ffi^9 <^ the law, had he in good ea^st devf^ 
t^ hi^ ^^ei^gies to its service^ his js^cee^s might 
,l»l5e been efluajly bnlliiait. ]Bijt lii* aB(^)ji^n 
.^ ppoi>?jWy t^n too decidedly _Wotber, turn ; 
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nor, peifeaps, would it be (Juite fiur, dttiM to him 
or to ouradves, to wiA tfiat the tiling had beta 
otheMFise. 

Art Mr W-'- — -n has not only 4 great admi- 
ration, but a great private friendship for Mr 
rt-*— , Iu« eloquence di^layed, it iS ^labftblc, 
upon the present occasioh, a large ^are'<^ every 
feelmg that might moct happily inspire it. Hiif 
tbeitte was indeed Hhe very best that the occa- 
sion coilkl have thrown in his way ; lor whM: 
Kotnage' ednld be so ^^opriafe, or so gratefttl id 
the Muie» of Btirhs, tti ^^ whi^h sou^ to at- 
f«ni its olgeet l^ welcoming itnd honouring the 
only Worthy successor of his genius ? I widh I 
eoBld recidl for your deUght any portion of those 
^otwing mftdM in whidt this enthiKrastic speok- 
et fltrove to emhody bis owil ideas — and im^ed 
(hose of Ms audience— eone^ing the high uid 
boty connection wMeh exists between the deaid 
and the Uving peasant— both " sprung frcMn the 
very bosom of tbe pedple," both identifying 
themselves in all things with the sjHtit ,of their 
station, and endeavouring to ennoble themselves 
(Hily by elevating it. It was thus, indeed, that 
a national assembly might most eflectually do 
honour to a national poet, 'this waa the tnie 
•pint fw a commemoration of Robert Burns. 
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The effect whidi Mr W-^^ — n's speech prbdur 
ced onH— — himself, was, to my mind,by far the 
most delightful thing that happened during th^ 
vfiuAe of the night. The Shepherd was one of 
the stewards, and in every point oi yiew he 
must have expected some particular notice to 
be taken of his name ; but either he had not 
been prepared for being spokep of at so early an 
hour, or was enlirdy thrown o^ his balance by. 
the extraordinary flood of eloquence which Mr 

W n poured out, to do honour to his genius ; 

for notliing could be more visibly unaffected, 
than the air of utter blank amazement with 
which he rose to return his thanks. He rose, 
by the way, long before the time caipe. He 

had listened to Mr W ^n for some minutes, 

wiUiout comprehending the drift of his di&. 
course ; but when once he fairly discovered that 
he himself was the theme, he started to his feet, 
and. with a fyce flushed all over deeper, than 
scarlet, apd eyes brimfid of tours,. devoured the 
words of the sp^ker, 

" Like hungry Jew in wildemesa, 
Rigoicing o'er his nuitna." 

His voice, when he essayed to address the c«n- 
pany, seemed at first entirely to fell him ;_but 
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he Ibund means to make us hear a voy (ew 
words, irtiicfa told better Unn any speech coidd 
luwe done. " Tve aye been vera provdi gentle- 
MeM,"'<(aaid he,) "to be a Scots poet— and I tea* 
never eae proud o^t a* I amjuttnoo" I believe 
there wu no one there who did not sympaUiize 
heartQy with this most htmest ^de; Form^ 
part, I began to be quite in love widi the £t- 
Irick Shepherd, 

In process of time, the less jovial members o^ 
the company b^an to ^ect their retreat, and 

W imd I, espying some vacant places at 

the table where Mr W n and the Ettxit^ 

Kiepherd were seated, were induced to shift our 
dtuation, for the sake of being nearer these cd«- 
iHsted characters. I was placed within a few 

feet of H , and introduced to W n acroft 

the table, and soon founds irom the way in whidi 
the bottle' circulated in this quarter, that both 
of them mherited in peafection the old feud of 
Burns agtdnst the " a^ue potorea'' As to the 

bottle, indeed, I should exclude H ; for he, 

long before I came into his neighbourhood, had 
finished the bottle of port allowed by our 
truteur, and was deep in a huge jug of whisky 
toddy — in the manu&cture of which he is- sup. 
posed to excel almost as much as Burns did— i 
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,ntber a more e^p4^«ie 4egDee. 

UUfer tlua tiifl^* I BU«9>«ot 4ie prescHbed agdcT 
4^ tQtuits bef^o to be wdly ne^lieotM* ^ \ang 
9fe8^et were uttered &oia r^note Qocn«r«, n»- 
bodf bpew by wboofi <v 4bwt wbat{ sei^«Et«p 
y^gmts yci«ifite&ed; a^d. ^tl)« etddr«9tl«mtB 
.of si^«4y bang g^Qally t)i3we4 fay t^e sfw 
of festive cheer, 

" Wit widked th« rounds, and music filled the ab." 

The ioimititble " Jolly Beggars'* of 1^ poet, 
wfcid) luu lately bsMi sat to music, was got u|i 
in high style, the songs brailg esqiusUiely vaatg 
by Mesas SwiA; Templeton, doA Lees, and die 

redtatlre read with muoh ^eet by Mr B ■■ 

But even this entettainmant, ^itk all its iiUmeat 
.Tffiety, WW too r^ular for tbe taste of tb6 aasan- 
Hy. The diMonnan fattna^ broke in Dpfw It the 
l&rst, by proposing a very ^ppropn^to todst^ wtiidi 
I ^ull attempt to naturaliae in Cw^gansJnre ; 
tbls again catlad up a v^ry old geBtknaao, who 
concnv^d that some Q(>aiplim«at bad betQ Wr 
tended fdf a dub of which he U pi<«eideiBt ; in 
abort, compUments and toasts beeatne. 90 k^igty 
laced and int^lardcd, tb«t nobody QtNild tbutk of 
taking up tiie tiiEe!*d pf '' Tb« JoUy B*Mws" 
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again. By the way, this ifdmitaUe Cantata is 
not to be found in Currie's edition, and I sus- 
pect you are a stranger even to its Dwne ; and 
yet, had Bums left notMng more than this 
behind him, I think he would still have left 
enouf^ to justify ftU the boBonr iu whlcb h^ 
genius if held. There doe^ not exist, in any one 
piece throughout the whole range of Engli^ poe- 
try, such a collection of true, fresh, and charac- 
teristic lyrics. Here we have nothing, indeed, 
that is very hi^, but we have much that is very 
tender. What can be better in its way, than 
the Sue song of tbe Highland Wkknv, " wha 
bad in mony a well been douked ?" 

" A fiHgUsod lad mf Ivro waa bent, 
The LovUnd lam Im hM In acotn ; 
Bat lie stiil WH faiOinl to hU dan, 
M7 gallant brair Jobn Higfa)anAiiaiL 
With hi* philab^ moA tattan plaid. 
And good claymore down by his side, 
Thji ladiw' t^gaita he did tc^Kiq. 
Ti/iy gallant brav Joha HigbJandman* 
StHgf A^i tm/ bran John Uighlandman, 

fVas match for my Jok» Hi^^tiandnian." 
And that fine Fens^xMK) dose, 

" B«t afc 1 Aey etf»dt^ hiib St the Uat, 

Andb 
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Hjr dWM apta Utem emery wm^ 
Th^'re hwig'd m; braw Jphn Hiyhl 
And QOWi a widow, I muit mourn 
DepKrted joys tbat ne'er r^urn-i - 
V» comforb— but a I)earty cw. 
When I tbiok on Jcdm Highlandman." 

The Little Fiddle, who (in vmn, alas !) offers fais 
services to emisole her, is c(mceived in the most 
hi^>{^ taste. 

^ A pigmy scraper wi' hfs fiddle, 
Wha used at trysts and fairs to driddle, 
Her strapping limb and gausy middle^ 

{He reached nae liigh«,) 
dad holed his heartie like a riddle. 

And blawn't on fire. 
ffT hand on haunch, and uptvard e*. 
He erooned hit gamut, one, Ifpo, three. 
Then in an Arioto key. 

The wee Apollo 
Set off tvith aUegreUa glee, 

Hisgiga tolo," 

But Uie finest part of the whole, ia the old 
Scottish Soldier's ditty. Indeed, I think th«e 
is no question, that h^ of the best ballads 
Campbell has written, are the legitimate pro- 
geny of some of these lines. 



" I am a son of Mars, who have been ia many wars, 
And (hew my cuts and scan wherever I come ; . 
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Tiaa here wu for a wench, and that other in a trench. 
When wdcotning the French at the Bound of the drum. 

My prenticesfaip 1 paued where my leader breathed hi* lait. 
When the bloody die waa caat on the heighta of Abnun ; 

1 aerved out my trade when the gallant game wai pUy'd, 
Afid M>B Uoro loir wp» laid at the mund of the drum. 



« I lastly waa with Caitia amtnig the floadng batt'riec. 

And there I left for witness an arm and a limb ; 
Yet let my country need me, with Elliot to head me, 

I'd clatter on my stumps at the Bound of the drum. 
What though with hoary locks, I must stand the winter shocks. 

Beneath the woods and rocks oftentimes for a home 1 
When the f other bag I sell, and the t'other bottle tell, 

I could meet a troop of hell at the sound of the dmrn." 

What different lAeaa of low life one forms even 
from reading the works of men who pwnt it ad- 
mirably. Had Crabbe, far instance, undertaken 
to represent the carousal c£ a troop of Beggars 
in a hedge alehouse, how unlike would his pro- 
duction have been to this Cantata ? He would 
have pmnted their rags and thrir dirt with the 
acpusacy of a persoa who is not used to see rags 
Whd dirt Y&cy a&ESx; fac would have seized the 
li^t cueless swing <^ their easy code of moral- 
ity-, witii the penetratitn of one who has long 
hexa a Master- Anatomist of the manners tmd 
the hearts of. men. But I doubt very much, 
whether any one could enter into the true spirit 
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of sui* a meeting, wlio had Wot been, at some 
period of his life, a partaker in prt^rid pertomd, 
and abxwst par eumparihu, in the mde merri^ 
ment of its cotis^tuents. I have no doubt ^dt 
Bums sat for his own picture in tlie Sard of the 
Cantata, and had often enough in some such 
sc^ie as Foom ^anste^s^-^ 

- '■■ ■■" Rising, rgoidng 
Between fais twa Deborahs, 
Looked round him, and found them 

Impatient for bis choraa." 

It is by such familiarity alone that the secret 
and essence of that diarm, wluch no gtmpe of 
bumtin compdmons ehtiidy wants, can be fiked 
aad preserved evMi by the greatest of poets — 
Mr Cttbbe woidd haVe described tbe HeggaH 
hkea firm thou^ humane Justice of the Peace-— 
pou RoUrt Bums did not think bioMelf entitled 
toBSHixsewayAitdiabsofmperiarhy. Thecon- 
ieqaenee is, that we would have undeFstood and 
piftiad the ooe gtoup^ hnt tihat yn syrapathiM 
avm with the joys of the otier. We wwdd 
have tkitwb a few shillings td idr Crabbers M«b- 
djoanto, hut we art mom &an half inclined t© 
at down aed iandk tbeni oiaselve& i^asg m4^ 
tide " am dUda'df those cf Bums. 
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I myself-nTrill y«t belj«ve U ?— ripas ooe of 
those nyho insisted upop clisttirbing the p^c^nir 
ance of this glc»^ot;s Cu:itata 'wi^h my own 4is- 
60fian% vcHce. In plain trutb, I was so hxppy, 
that I cDpldl not keep fiilen««, «nd such was th^ 
buoyant^ of my enthusiasm, that nothing oo^H 
please me but singing a Scottisli song. I be- 
heve, after ajl, I got Uirough it pretty well ; at 
leasts I ^id well enough to delight my nei^- 
bqurs. My song was t^ old fovounte of 
your'fr— 

" My name it is Donald Macdonald, 
1 live b tbe Hieliuida tae gnmd." 

One of the best songs, I must think, that our 
times has {n-pduced ; and, indeed, it was fcv many 
years one of the mo$t popular. I had no ide^ 
who wrote the words of my song, and had sor 
lected it merely for ita own merit, and my owij- 
convenience ; but I had no sooner finished, thaa 

Mr H. stretched his h^nd to me, across twp 

or three that sat between V^ and cxied out with 
an air of infinite delight,. " Od', sh-— I?octor 
Morrii" — (for he had heard my name,] — «od', 
MTrf— I wrote tha^ sang when I was a herd <mj 
Yarrow,— «nd little did I think ever to live to 
hear an English goitl^msn 9ing. it." F{om tbi^ 
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moment ^ere was no bound to the momtb of 
OUT affection for each other ; in orda- to con- 
vince you of which, in so far as I myself iras 
-concerned^ I fairly deserted my claret for the 
«ake of joining in the jug-party of the Shepherd. 
Nor, after all, was this quite so mighty a sacHfice 
as you may be inclined to imagine. I assure 
you, there are worse things in life than whisky- 
toddy; although I cannot go the same length 
with Mr H — ■—, who declared over and orer 
that there is nothing so good. 

A man may, now and then, adopt a change of 
liquor with advantage ; but, upon the whole, I 
like better to see people " stick to their voca- 
tion.** I think nothing can be a more pitiable 
sight than a French count on his travds, striving 
to look pleased over a bumper of strong Port ; 
knd an Oxford doctor of divinity looks almost as 
much like a fish out of water, when he is con- 
strabied to put up with the best Claret in the 
world. In like manner, it would have tended 
very miich to disturb my notions of propriety, 
had I found the Ettrick Shepherd drinking 
Champaigne or Hock; It would have been a 
sin against keeping with such a face as he has. 
Although for some time past he has' spent a 
considerable portion of every year' in excellent. 
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even in refined society, die eternal a^^iear- 
luibe of the man can have undergone but very 
little <diange since he was " a h«^' on Yarrow.** 
His face and hands are still as brown as if he 
lived entirely 9iA dio. His very hair has a coarse 
stringiness about it, which . proves beyond dis- 
{nite its otter ignorance of aB the arts of the fri- 
seur ; and han^ in playful whips and cords 
about his ears, in a style of the most perfect in- 
nocence inu^inable. His mouth, which, when 
he smiles, nearly cuts the totaltty of bis &ce in 
twiun, is an object that would make the Cheva- 
lier Ruspmi die with indignation ; for his teeth 
have been allowed to grow where they listed, 
and sa they listed, presenting mcn<e resemldance^ 
in oriaagNDent, (and cdJour too,) to & body of 
crouching ^arp-ediooters, than ' to any more re- 
gular species of array: The ^fect of a forehead, 
towering with a true poetic grandeur above audb. 
features as these, and of an eye that Uluminates 
theii' sur&oe with the genuine lightning oi 
gmius,— 



-" an eye that, under brows 



Shaggy and deep, has meanings, which are brought 
Prom y^rs of Joulh,-^—" 

these are things which I cannot so easily toans- 
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fer to my poptf. Upon the whc^,. bk exterior 
reminded me vsty much of some %£ Word*' 
worth's descriptions of hit Fedlar :<^ 



" plain hia g«ri)» 



Such as might snit a rustic stre, prepared 
P(# Siblmth (hitiet ; ;et he is a ntatr 
Vf\i<m M 0D« could h4«e p«ned ftitliovt muKA. 
Active and nerroui is his. gait. His limbs 
And his whole Bgure breathe intelligence.'' 

IiKtecd, I can anoody he^ sii^eotu^,thatibst 
great poet, who iaa& idmself thDogbt so miii^ 

" On Mv>j pn Nftfure, Uid on Haman Life, 
Musing in solitude " 

must have ^ouglM: mora thap otioe of tb& miel- 
leetual history of the Ettrlc^ Shepbeid, when 
he drew dtat n«Ue sketch, which no man can 
ridteu)^ unless from a vidous want <^ fialli at 
the greatness of human na^re. Neither Is there 
any thmg unlikely in ti^e supposition 1» aaotlKr 

point of view, for W tdls me, tee tww poets 

have ofloi met, and always expressed tiw high- 
est admiration for each other. He says, 



" From his sixth year, the boy of whom I epeak« 
In summer traded cattle on the biDs." 



:dbvGoogIe 



BUnXSS DINNER. 141 

I beUeve poor H— ^ tended them in winter 
also. 

■ - " From that blealc teoement, 

He many an cvenifig to int distant home 
In Bfllitode returniiig, Mv tb« htl)< 
Grow larger in the divkneag, all alone 
Beheld the stars come out above his liead, 
Aad travell'd ttn-ough the wood, with no oa« near 
To whom be might cooi^aa the things he ebw. 
So tktJaiTtdiUiont rfkit mind vxre laid. 
In such communion, not from terror fVee, 
While yet a child, and long before bis tine. 
He had perceired the presence and the power 
Of greatness; and deep feeling had impressed 
Great objects on his mind, with portraiture 
And cotour so (UstiDctt that on his mind 
They lay like sobslaaces, and almost seemed 
To haunt the badHy sense." 

Those who have read the Shepherd's latest wri- 
tings, as I fear you have not done, W9uld find 
still stronger confirmation of my idea in what 
follows : — 

<■ Thus informed, 

He had small need of books ; for many a tale. 
Traditionary round the mountains hungi 
And many a legend, peopling the darlc woods, 
Nourished imagination in her youth. , 

The life lutd death of Martyrs, who sustained, 
With will inflexible, those feuful pangs 
Triumpliantly displayed in records left, 
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OTpenecution and theCoveoant — Time* 
Whoie echo rings through Scotland to thii hour." 

But I must not think of discussiDg the Ettriek 
Shepherd in a single letter. — ^As for the Burns' 
dinn^, I really cannot in honesty pretend to 
give you any very exact history of the latter 
part of its occurrences. As the night kept ad- 
vancing, the company kept diminishing, till 
about one o*dock in the morning, when we 
found ourselves reduced to a small staunch party 
of some five-and-twenty, men not to be shaken 
Secan their allegiance to King Bacchus,' by any 
changes in bis administration— in oih&t words, 
men who by no means con^dered it as neces- 
sary to leave the room, because one, or even be- 
cause two presidents had set them such an ex- 
ample. The last of these presidents, Mr P. 
B, , a young counsellor of very rising reputa- 
tion and most pleasant manners, made his ap- 
proach to the chair amidst such a thunderof ac- 
clamation as seems to be issuing from the cheeks 
of the Bacchantes, when Silenus gets astride on 
his 88S, in the famous picture of Rubens. Once 
in the chur, there was no fear of his quitting it 
while apy remained to pay homage due to his 
authority. He made speeches, one chief merit 
of which consisted (unlike Epic poems) in th«r 
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having neither b^inntng, middle, nor eaA. He 
sung songs in which music was not. He proposed 
toasts in which meaniiigwasnot — ^Butoverevery- 
diing that he said there was flung such a ra- 
diance of sheer mother-wit, that there was do 
difficulty in seeing the want of meanii^ was no 
uiToIuctary want. By the perpetual dazzle of 
his wit, l^ the a)rdial flow of his good humour, 
but above all, by the cheering influence of his 
broad happy &ce, seen through its halo of punch- 
steam (for even the chair had by this time got 
mough of the juice of the grape,) he contrived 
to diffuse over us all, for a long time, one genial 
atmosphere c^ unminglcd mirth. How we got 
out of tliat atmosphere, 1 cannot say I remember, 
■«^but am, notwithstanding, 

Everyour's, . 
'' P. M. 
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TO THE SAME. 



DzAK David, 
When you reproach me with being- so long 
at the seat f)f a celebrated Unirersity, and yet 
preserving the most profound silence concerning 
tutors, pr^essors, examinations, degrees, and all- 
the other mighty items of academical life, you 
do no more than I might have expected from 
one, who has derived bis only ideas of an uni- 
versity from Oxford and Ctunbridge. In these 
places, the university is everytlring ; the houses 
of the town seem merely to be the appendages 
of the colleges, and the townsmen themselves 
only a better sort of menials to the gownsmen. 
If you hear a bell ring there, you may be sure 
it is meant to call together those whose duty it 
is to attend in some chapel, hall, or lecture-room ; 
if you see a man pull off bis hat in the street. 



:dbvGoogIe 



tWlTEBSITY' OF EBINBUROH. 144 

joii may be sure it is in honour of some tuft, 
deeve, or scarf, well accustcHnAd to such obeis* 
ances. Hare the case is vay diffweut. The 
academical buildings, instead of ibrming . the 
bulk and centre ofevery prospecf>->-instead of 
i^booting up towers and domes and battlements 
in every direetiony &r.aboTe,- not only the com- 
mon dwellings of the citizens, but the mere an- 
d«it and more lofty groves of oak and elm, in 
whidi, for centunes, they have be^n embosomed 
—instead of all this proud and swee^ang extent 
<^Tenerable magnificence, the academical butld- 
inga of Edinburgh are piled together in one ra< 
tber obscure comer of a 8plen<£)d (dty^ whidi 
would- scatcely be less, splendid than it is, al- 
thou^ they were ranoved altt^etiier from its 
precinets. In the society anumg which I faave 
lived since my arriral here, (and I assure you its 
circle lias been by no means; a very ccmfined 
one,) I am ctmvinced there ate few sut^ects 
about wfaidi so little is stud or thought, as the 
University of Edinburgh. I rather think, thdt 
a well-«ducated stranger, who had nA previous 
knowledge that an university had its seat in this 
place, (if we can suppose the existence of such a 
person,) might sojourn m Edinburgh for. muiy 
weeks, without mnkii^the discoveryfOT.him- 
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self. And yet, from all I can hear, ikte number 
c^teddent members of this university is sddom 
below two thousand, and among those by whom 
their education is conducted, 'there are unquej»- 
tionably som^ whose names, in whatever Euro- 
pean university they might be placed, could not 
fiul to be r^arded as among tiie meat iUuitrioni 
^ its ornaments. 

The first and most obvious cause of the sauSi- 
ness of attention attracted to the Unirendty of 
Edinburgh, n evidently tbe want of any acade- 
mical dress. There aie no goumsmen her^ and 
this drcumstance is one which, with oux OxSarA 
Ideas, would alone be tlmost suffidmt to proro 
the non-existence of an univernty. Tins, how- 
ever, is a small matter after all, and rather an 
effect than a cause. The members of the uni* 
verity do not reside, as onrs do, witlun Hie 
walls of colleges ; they go once en* twice every 
day, as it may happen, to hear a discourse |»o* 
nounced by one of then- professors ; but beyond 
fliis, th^ have little connection of any kind 
with the locale of the academical buildings ; and 
it {(^ows very naturally, titat they feel tfaeiO' 
selves to have comparatively a very dight con- 
nection with academical life. They live in tiieir 
&thers* houses, (for a great fovportion of them 
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Mong to the dtjr itself.) ok th^ tufaaHt lod- 
gliigs tn -w^teVet pttrt (^ &e dty they pleflfie t 
uld tiiey dine f^ne w together^ juat as it suite 
tbem ; tfagy at6 dever cotdpelled to think of eadi 
oihor be^md the brief E^ace of thediiy in -tdu<^ 
tiMy atiEi seated in tiie Same leetur^-rocftn ; ih 
libtitti the wb<^e coui% and tenor of thdr exbi- 
cnce is unacctdetmc^, and by persons tlnnkihg 
«nd Uving in a way to independent df eadi 
«tiiar* and so dispersed aniohg the erdWd^ bf a 
<ity iddi as Edinburgh, any suck badges of per- 
petual difittnetion as our tap and gown, cotlld 
aoareely fidl to be regarded as very absurd and 
disagreeable faieumbrances. The want of these, 
however, has Its disadvantages as well s& its ad- 
vantage^ even in regud to their own individual 
oomfixrt 

So ^ as I oompr^aid the first part of the ge- 
neral system of Univeraty education in this place, 
H is as follows. The students enter at fourteen, fif- 
teen, or even mudi earlier->-exactly as used to be 
the ease ^ oUr own univorsities two centuries agd; 
-l(V I r^nember it is mentioned in Lord Herbert 
«f Cherfour}^s Memoirs, (and that, too, &4 a mat- 
ter by no meuis out of the common course,) that 
he was not twelve years rfd when he came to 
Kbide &t Oxford. When they eftter, they 6re 
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jhr'les^ skilled in Latttf than boys of tiie satotf 
age. at any c^ our grttat schools' ; and with tJie 
.ex;ceptioii of those educated at one particular 
Achool in KdlnbuFgh, tiiey have no Greek. Tlaeir 
.acqjuisition of diese langua^s is not likely .to.be 
very rapid under the pri^eesors of Greek and 
Latin, to whose care the Univer^ty raitousts 
them; for each c£ these goitlemera has te do 
with a ckss of at least two hundred pupils ; and 
.in such a class, it would be impossible to adopt, 
with the least effect, any other method of teach- 
ing than that by formal preelections. Now, of 
all ways> this is the least adapted for; seizing' and 
commanding the att^tion of a set of giddy ur- 
chjns» who, although addressed by khe.name of 
." Gentlemen," are, in ftet, as full of the spirit of 
boyish romping, as at any previous period of 
.their lives. A slight attempt is sometimes made 
to keep alive their attention, by ex am ining 
tiiem the one day concemiHg what th^ had 
heard on the other ; and this plan, I understand, 
be^ns to be carried into execution, in a mote 
regular way than hereto&re. But it is not pos- 
.uble to examine so ^£at a numbtf of boys, ei< 
ther very largely or very closely ; and I should be 
very apprehensive, that their many temptations 
to idleness must in general overcome, with lit- 
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tie cUfficulty, this obe slender stimulos to exer- 
tion. 

As for the peofessrars of these languages, the 
nature of the dutien whk^ they perform, of 
course reduces them to sdmetliing tfaite diSer- 
ent from what we' should understand by the 
name they bear. They are not employed in as* 
sisting young men to study, with greater &cili> 
ty or advantage, the poets, the historians, oir the 
^ulosopfaers of antiquity ; nay, it can scaicely 
be said, in any proper meaning of the term, 
.that they are employed in teaching the princi- 
ples of language. They are schoolmasters m the 
atnctest sense of the word—^for their time is 
spent in laying the very lowest part of the 
foundation, on which a'superstracture of erndl- 
tion must be reared. A profoimd and accom- 
plished scholar may, at tunes, be found dischar- 
guig these duties ; but most assuredly there is 
no need either of depth or of elegance, to enable 
him to discharge them as well as the occaston re- 
quires. The truth is, however, that very few 
men give themselves the trouble to become fine 
scholars, without bang pushed on by mray 
kinds of stimulus, and I know of no very power- 
ful stimulus within the action of which these 
goiUanen are placed. They have not the am- 
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Utun and deHj^t of makizig Uleir pnpik fin* 
scholars, — ^fedings which, in England, are pn^ 
dttctive of 10 many admiiiriile reBults-^beoHue 
die syBtem of the UniTomty is such, that their 
pupls are hurried out of thdr hands long hekm 
they could hope to inspire them with any tiling 
like a pennanent lave far studies attended with 
so many difficulties. Nay, they have not the 
amUtion and delight c^ derating thenuciTes to 
B high and honourabte rank in public estinia- 
tion, by their own pn^dency in classical lore ; 
fiv tfai^ is the only country in civilized Europe^ 
(whatever may be the cause of the phraiomenon) 
wbardn attainments of that kind are regarded 
with a very slender degree of admiiaiion. How 
this may have happened, I know not ; but the 
fiict is cert^, that for these two hundred years, 
Scotland has produced no man of high reputa- 
tion, whose fame rested, or rests, upon what we 
call clasacal learning ; nor, at the present day, 
does ^e possess any one who might be entitled 
to form an exception to this rule of barrenness. 

Before these Boys, ther^ore, oave learned 
Latin oiough to be able to read any Latin au- 
drar with fedlity, and before they have learned 
Greek enough to oiable them to understand 
thoroogUy toij one line in any oneGreek book in 
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existence, the}r are handed over to tlie pt^eaaot 
of l<o^ RJiet<Nric, and Betles-lettres, qtutsijam 
UngHoram salu peritL You and I know well 
enough that it is no trifling matter to acquire 
any thing like a mastety, a true and effecAu&l 
command, ova* the great languages of antiquit}r ; 
we well rememb^ bow man^ yean of busy el- 
ation it cost us in b(^rliood-*-ye8, and in man. 
hood too — before we fimnd oursdves in a omdi- 
tion to make any complete use of ibe tnasures 
ci wit and wisdom to which these gknrious lan- 
guages are the keys. When we then are told 
tliat the whole of the classic^ part of Scottish 
academical education is completed witiiin the 
gpace of two years, and tiiis with boy s of the age 
I have mentioned, there is no occasion for say- 
ing one word more about the matter. We see 
and know, as well as if we had examined every 
lad in Edinburgh, that nOt one of them who ha» 
enjoyed no better means t^ instruction than, 
these, can posnUy know any thing more than 
the merest and narrowest rudiments of dassical 
learning. This one simple £ict is a suiBdent 
explanation, not osity of the small advances made 
by the individuals o£ this nation in tlie paths of 
erudition, strictly so cadled — but of much that is 
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peculiar, and, if oae vaxy be {>eiintt;tcd to svf so, 
of miidi t\)a.t u highly' disagreeable too, in the 
general tone of the IheratUre wherein the na- 
ticAial mind is and has been express. It &hews, 
at cmce, the origin of much that dlstii^uisfaes 
the authors of Scotland, not from those of Eng- 
land alone, but fi;(»u those of all the other na- 
tions of Europe. I do not mean that which ho' 
ndiurably distihguisfaes them, (for of su^ dis- 
tinction also they have mudi,) but that which 
distinguishes them la a distresdng; and degro' 
ding mannei* — their ignorance of the great mo>- 
dels of antiquity— nigr, the irreverent, spirit id: 
which they have the au^^aty to speak conoenv- 
ing men and Works, whom (con^dered a^ a 
dass) modem times have as yet in vain attempt* 
ed to equal. 

TMs is a sulcject of which it would require a 
bolder nian than I am to say so muchi to almost 
any Scotchman whose education has hiea eu' 
tirely ccwiducted in his own coiintry. If yoo 
venture only to tread upon the hem of that gar- 
ment of sel£'Sufficieni^, in which Uie true-Scotch- 
man wraps himself, he is sure to. turn jound 
up<m you as if you had aiined a dagger at his 
vitals ; and as to this particular point of attack. 
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he thinks he has most completely^^ punish^ you 
far your presumption, <m the first place,) and 
idiedked your courage for the fiiture, (in the se- 
cond,) when he has launched out against you 
-one or two of those sarcasms about " longs and 
«borts," and " the superiority of thmgs to words," 
with which we have, till of late, been funiUar in 
ike pages a£ the Edinburgh Review. A single 
arrow from that redoubtable quiver, is huiled 
agunst you, and the archer turns away with a 
smile, nothing doubting that your business is 
doneT^-ncH', indeed, is it necessary to prolong the 
contest; for although you may not fed yourself 
"to be entirdy eonquered, you must, at least, 
hove seen enough to omvinoe you, that you 
have no diance of making your adversary yield. 
If he'have not justice on his side, he is, at least, 
'tenaciioas'.of his purpose, and it would be a waste 
oC trouble to attempt shaking his opinions either 
of you or (^.himself. . < . : 

■The Best of -the wKirid, however, may be ex- 
cused, i£,MieHie reo,:ibef venture to^tbink and 
to speak a Mttle m<»e pertinaciously concerning 
the tfbsucdity of this heglect of classical learning 
wludi the Scotch do not deny or palliate, but 
aduMwledge and de^^d. .We. may be ^excused, 
if we faeatate a bttle to admit the.weight of rea- 
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sons feam Trhich the universal intellect of Chris- 
tendom has always dissented, and at this mo- 
ment dissaita as firmly as ever, and to doubt 
whether the results of the system adopted in 
Scotland have been so very splendid, as to autho- 
rize the tone of satai^ed assurance, in which 
Scotchmen concave themselves entztled to de* 
ride those who adhere to the dder and jaase 
general style of discipline. 

It would be very useless to address to one, who 
has not given to the writers of antiquity some 
portim of such study as they deserve, any dift- 
cription of the chaste and ^lightfid feelings witii 
which the labours of such study are rewarded — 
&r mca>e to demand his assent to eonchifflois de- 
ri^red &CHR descriptionB wbkh he would not &il 
to treat as so purdy &ntastkBL The viendtt- 
hut edi aort (^disdun, with whidb aeveacal intel- 
Ugmt and wdl^ueated men in thia place have 
treated me, when I ventured in thdr presence 
to say a few words ocmoeniing that absurd kind 
of sdf-dcDial, absrinaxse, and moriifieaHo ^jiri- 
im, wfaidi seeiDS ta be practised by the g«itle- 
Bwn ftf Sooduid, IB x^ard to this most ratitmal 
ntd nuMt endoring species cf pleasuref^— the ur 
of mii^led scorn and |»ty, with whjdt they lis- 
tened ttt me, and the oondeseen^og kind of mock 
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assoit wMch th^ expressed in r^ly, hare suffi. 
dently convinced me that the countiymen gf 
David Hume are not over-fond of taking an; 
thing upon trust, The language of their lookf 
being interpreted, is, " Yes— yes — ^it is all very 
well to speak about feelings, and so fi»>th ; but is 
it a&b sad folly to waste so many years upon 
mere words ?",-p^ — Of all the ill(^cal, irrational 
sorts of deluuon, with which ignoianee ever 
came to the ecnuolation of self-love, surely this 
is the most palpably absurd — The darkness of it 
may be,^.— rDuring the few short and hasty 
months in which the young gentlemen of Scot- 
land go tiurough the ceremomous quackery 
whidi they are pleased to eaSH ieanwiff Greekt 
it ig very true that they are occupied with rmr^t 
words, and that, too, in tiie meanest smse of the 
phrase. They are seldom very sure wfaeth^ 
any one word be a noun or a vo^ and therefore 
tbey are oecupied about wwds. The few book^ 
or firagmenta of books, whi^ they read» are otnn- 
prehended with a vast expeose of labour, if t^f^ 
be comprehended at all— with contiDiutl reeujFi 
reoce to st^ne wretched trandatitQi, Eoglwh <« 
LAtinjffl* still mcke laborious leaurenoe to theun* 
manageable bulk and unicadable types of a I.AXi-' 
eoa. It is no wmid^, tl^t Ikey tdl yon all iheur 
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dme was spent upon mere words,, and it ^ou)d 
be a migbty wonder if the time so sprat irere 
recollected by them with any considerable. feel- 
ing of kindliness. I must own, I am somewhat 
of my Lord Byron's opinion, concerning the 
absurdity of allowing boys to learn the andent 
languages, from books the charm of whtch con- 
idsts in any very delicate and evanescait beau- 
ties — any cvriosa feUatas either of ideas oi ex- 
pressions. I also remember the time, when I 
compkdned to myself (to others I durst not) that 
I was occupied with mere words — and to this 
hour, I feel, as the noble Childe do^, the miser- 
able effects of that most painful Mnd of exercise, 
which with us is soon happily changed iac some- 
thing of a T^ different nature — but which here ' 
m Scotland gives birth to almost the only idea 
connected with the "phtaae studying Greek. 
■ But that a people so fond of the exercise oi 
reason as the Scotch, should really think and 
speak as if it were possible fen* those who spend 
many years in the study of the classics,.tobeaU 
the while occupied about mere word^ this, I con- 
fess, is a thing tbat strikes me as beii^ what Mr 
Coleridge would call, " One of the voonders above 
vbonda:&."->-How can the thing be done ? It is 
laxA, in the powo' of the greatest ii^ex.>making or 
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bibBcgnqihieal genins in tiie world todo so, were 
he^ make ^te rcaadeavour with all the z«il itf 
Ids. vecatioii. It is not pcssible, in the first plaoe, 
to aoquure any knowledge of the mere words-™- 
Hbe -voeaUes— ^f any ancient language, withocrt; 
leading very largely in the books which ireotain 
to us out of the ruins of its literatiuie. iRieb 
above all example as the ititerature of Greece 
once was, land rich as the pure literature of 
Greece is ev^ at tiiis moment, when compared 
with that of the Romans, it so happens that all 
^tbe classical Greek works in the world occupy 
but a taifiing space <in wy man's library ; and 
were it pbsnfale to read philosophers and histo- 
rians as qmckly as novellists or tourists, H>ey 
might all beuead tJirou^ in no very darmiing 
^Mice of time by any circulating-library glutton 
who might please to attack them. Without 
reading, and being &miliar with the wht^e of 
these books, or at least without 4oingw}mething 
little short of this, it is absolutely impossible ibr 
any man to aoquhre 'even a good verbal know- 
ledge of Greek. Now, that any man Aould 
nutke himself familiar with these bodks, without 
at. the same time forming somej pretty tolerable 
aoquuntance wiUi the subjects of which they 
treat— *not even a Scotsman, I think, will ven- 

VQL. I. L 
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tuie to assert. And tiiat aay man' am m^ie 
hims^ acquainted with tfiese books (in. ttn^ 
sense of the jArase,) without having teamed' 
something th^t is worthy of being known**-over 
and above the words submitted to- his ey^is iB' 
iiieit pages — I am quit« siire, no p^son . of to* 
lerahle educ&tarai in Chtistendom will assert;, ud^ 
kw he be a Scotchman. 

To follow the hstoi^ of great and: rerankiMe 
nations, as narrated' by the deax' and graphic ge-' 
1^8 of their own writa's—and so to betome ac- 
quunted with human nature as displaying its^ 
Under the guise of' mannei^ very difieredt &itm 
OUT own, — learning tha:eby,.(^nE£esfflty, to nn- 
derstand both our own manners, and our owii 
natuie, better than we oould otherwise have done 
«— tliis is one of the first exoxdses in wlueh die 
mind of th^ da^ical student must be «igaged; 
and this akme, were this all, might be more dum 
enough to redeem him from the repioadi of 
being a mere hunter of words. There are <mly 
three great obj&cts which can ever draw to them 
in a powerful manner the spirits of enli^j^trawd 
men, and occupy with inexhaustible resources tbe 
Imsure that is left to them by the State of viiddt 
they are members, and the Sodety with which 
their days arf! linked ;— -tlie EhHosophyi of- li^ 
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study of History. All the three are wdl fitted 
to esait* aiid oiiicb, ia mwiy ways, the internal . 
and eternal TpaiU of our nature. But neither : 
of fhe two first-inentii»ied can be compared in 
tins respect with the study of history, the only 
study which presents to aU oiir endearours and 
a^irati^ aUac higher intellectual cultivation* . 
ikjbBt iiiddle-point, and gTappUng-place, — the ef- 
&ctt, .haaatAjy ^ outward and visible effects, 
whicb dw various modifications of soiinety and 
eduoatioft have akeady produced upon man, his . 
dc^imes, and his powers. Witiiout tiie khow- 
lodge of this great and mighty ptut, the philo* 
st^hy of life, with whatever wit she may en- 
cjiabt, wilh whoever eloqueiice she may charm, 
lis, can never ofiechially lift our view from the 
gmuBd on which our feet tread — &e present— 
Gniai the narrow and limited drcle of our own 
oBsttMUB, and thos» of our immediate nei^bours 
an contempoories; Even the higher philoso- 
{Ay,'tiie boldest, uid in a certain measure, there- 
f<we,>tfae most remarkable of all the tertians of 
h^iinw^ intellect, would in vain, without the aid 
ofhiBtory, attempt to explain to us the forma- 
tion dnd deveEopenient of our own faculties and 
feelings ; because without It, she could not fail 
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to i^t^sent ils' wi^ m<^ of i^rk and hie^i^eabte 
enigitiad, l^an of cl6»- and intelligible Results, 
History, on tbe other band, wiien she is n<!>t coD^ 
fined to the mere ^roniclihg of nuiKs, y-esix^ 
and external 'ev»its, bat seizes and expail^ b& 
fore us the spirit of great finen, great times, and 
gfest actions, is in hei^lf rfone a true and en- 
tire pfail6&ophy, intelligible in all thhigs; mhd 
siire in all thifigs % and above alt other Idnds 
of iphflosophy, ridi both in the msiteri^ and 
t&e means of applicartion. T^e value of the 
fine arts, in regard to the higher species iof nxen- 
t^ cuItivaHdtt, is admitted by aQ whose opinioH 
is'of any avsdl. Bui ieveh Ihese, -without that 
earnestness of intention, and gHwity of ■powes, 
which tbey derive irom their (Connection Trith 
the 'actual experience of man, his destiny, and 
his history-*-would b6 in dai^erof degenerating 
into an empty sport, ti ntere plaything (rf ik& 
iMJ^natjon. The true sense and purpose of the 
high^t and most admirable productions of the 
imitative arts,(wid of poetry among the rest,) arc 
then only clearly and ■powerfully revealed to us, 
when "We -are able to transport ourselves into the 
mr and spirit of the times in -which they wfirfe 
ptoduced, or ^whose image it is th^ objectto^rof 
p«3etit 
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If ^ilosopliy (sbictl^! so. called) girapfdes 
cUefly witb our reason, and the Fine: Acts with 
ova: feelings and imaginatipn,- Hafetooy^ onithe 
other hand, daims a' more imiT^rsal possession of 
Of, and considers the whole marv and all t^e 
powers of fais soul, as ^ke wiihin hi^r cpntroul. 
So, at least, she should do, when she floes what 
is' worthy of her high destihafion i-^nd tims it is 
that History occqpies, in and hyherselC m that 
glorious orde which emhiacies aU-ttheilngfafr 

-cultivation of mian, if not the most. splendid 
plaoev at least Ihe most niecessaty. 'Wiliuxithtf, 
ire should want the link and bond bC coqnec> 
tion .wMch .&stens.:the whole .m^U7'.^ruoti«ze 
togeth^. On^ ^relat, and, aboTe.all otfaasj'.piost 
ijjteres£ing field, is opened for the study n£. his- 
tory, by the extra(»dinai7/and.Liufore^n eraits 
which charadmze! Ae pregeni: : The' vemebi- 
branee of the great past,— i4he knowledge^of iis 

' oceviriiaices ^d' its s^urit^ is Ihc taniy- •iHmig 
which can furnish us witti a fair and quiet-pcont 
of view from which to siirVey th^/jVViie^^ 
a standard by which fo fbrin,' justieonclosiDiui^- 
speetkig the. comparative goBkinessbir'^^lltleness 
of ^hat.wfaich passes'befijre 6ur>^'eBJ Here then 
. tbeie is another instance of a boihcidende yehidi 
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' Bt^ c^n enough be obeorred in&tumn atttus. 
'iThe fluttplefle of tfain^ ia ako Xhv Jiighest Ws- 
'itoiy fc^ios tie appaieDtfy tig^ and essf eon- 
jDMiiQanent of the education of the >bOif ; tiad -;fet 
' tfae more the mmd of the vatai lbs hifonned ^ai. 
.[•ccamt^hed, the. mc«e inaEn&ld oc«a8i<ai./TCi^ 
be found to mftke use of (he istores pf hi6tc!K7,-T- 
tfae more' will be tfiod himeellf called wpaa to ex- 
ort dB Ids powOT, in order to penetrate asA mu- 
iprehind the de^ sense c^ history. For^asiih^ 
is DO man (^ reflectioD so acute, that'iiejoan.sup- 
pose bimsetf to have ithoroughLy understopd Ihe 
«eope of history,, and no mis <£ research so dBi- 
' gcht, dut he «an suppose hmuelf to baTe obtaia- 
ed possession of all the inaten^ of faistoiy, so 
xiei^ru there 'any man so low orsohi^, that 
he can. suppose himself to be plaoed in a situa- 
tion, wherein his own exunination «f that whioli 
is vecOTded m^ not he of essentiEd benefit to 
homselC in i^ard to that which is and is to 
eome. 

Now, where and hew is History to be studied ? 
I answer, first and best in the great UstoiAans 
.ef. antiquity. The men wfacnn these present ito 
. our Tiek, iuiTe embodied,' in their liises and per- 
tons, idmosfc all that we can tUnk txT at fonnkig 
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•tiK Ixye .gwtitnen and true boiouT of our oa- 
tUTGL The events wkicfa tjiey describe, however 
small the apparent sphere «ftlieirinj9uenoe taaif 
sometiiMes be, trere those ^idiidetuded the fate 
■of miioiit wfaidi for ages ruled and di8^>lined 
Ihe world, -and the influence of wiMse nle aad 
.^Bcipiine is atill preserved, astd likeiy to bepae- 
Mrred,«ven in parts of the earth to wkicdi tbdr 
•actual and corporeal swaj never found aocess. 
l^he thoughts, and ftdis^gs, and adaons of these 
aaen and these nstioRS^ must for ever be reigaiided, 
^ all who OEm understand them, as the best ea- 
^uyalegoT ptMBma of us, our iHi4npe,'Our po«ira«, 
and OUT destinies. We are the intdlectaui pro- 
geny c£ these men. Even thcdr hlood flows in 
■our veins — at least «oQie tii>ctiiiid*-but without 
.them what bad our Spiiite beoi ? That questi«i 
ciVBOt be answered — but, at least, ibej had not 
been wfaid: they axe. In every thing whidi w« 
see, hear, and do, some knon^ed^ of them and 
their nature is taken £or gmnted— that is a pos- 
tulabe in aiU oommumcation fa^^Freea men Tt4v> 
(Oan read and write in C^istondom. For wi»t 
season, tbecefive, sbould we -he satisfied with a 
anpeifioi^ knoiriedge of that, wheret^knoiriedge 
is pnetieaHy adnutted to.^ bat oily an oma- 
■aent* ^t 4 necessary ? For wkat reason ^ould 
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we neglect to store onr minds, wben thejr aie 
moat open fin- impressions, 'with isU, dear, and 
indelible memoriils of the mightT- past f ■ 

It is possible, it is olien said, to know aH that 
is to be known about the uicients, without be- 
iag aoquaiat^ with their languages. The ass^- 
-tion ii a contradietion in terms. The most trae, 
the mort lasting, the most noUe oreatiim I^ 
/which an indepmdent natitm seeks to maiuf^ 
her spirit and her independence, is her fcMrmation 
.BodculiiTatioii of an independent speech. And 
-it is impoasiUe to know such a nation as siie de- 
serresto be known, witiiout knowing abo, and 
that thoroughly, this the first and best of her pro- 
ductiona. H«r language is her history. Whst^af- 
tar all, are battiiet, and sieges, and kings, and ccm- 
suls, and conquciY)Fs, to the process^ of thou^t, 
and the devdopements of ieeliag ? Wherein 
does tAe essence of a nation exist, if it be not in 
the character of her mind ? and how is that.muKl 
to be penetrated or understood, if we neglect the 
pure and &kh&l mirror in which of (M it has 
stamped its likeness — her l^guage ? Men may 
talk as they dinse about translaticNas ; there is, 
in iHerity and in truth, mo such Uiing as a tran- 
slation. Tbe IxAd outline i^ indeed, preaerved, 
but the gently ddiicate, minute shadings vanisli. 
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And if our study be maiI, is it fmt dear enough 
atat the minre ddn»te and iiuiiute these may b^ 
tiie more likdy are they to reved the true 
spiibigs of his -vrctkmg? ' 

The advmitMgmto be derived from a more pa- 
tient sn& accurate course of classicid study than - 
prevails in Sootlaiid, might be explained in a 
way that, to every rational person, could not 
have leu than the power of demonstratibn. Of 
1 the poetry, and; above all^ of the philosophy of 
antiquity, it would be eaisy to speak even at 
iDffl*elaigth than of her history. But the truth 
it, that Ihe wh<^ of -diese things htatg together 
in ittdiBsoluble union, and 'no man could, if he 
would, understand any one of them well, with- 
out undnvtandinig a very great deal, of thft 
oth«B tiao. In Scotland, they undentand, they 
oare about nam i^ the three. I have conversed 
with a very great numbed of her Hterary meit— 
and siwely it is not necessary to say anythii^ in 
prsdae of their mamfbid genertd attainments-^- 
but I honestly tdl you, that I have not yet con- 
vened with any one, who seemed to me ever to 
have gone through anythii^ like a complete 
course, «itber of Greek poetry, or Greek hirtory. 
As for Greek philosophy, beyond Xenophcm's 
MemmalnHa. the Phaedon, mi Aristotle's Foet- 
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if^.xHiavenererlie&rd aayvBunoniiiadetAtiie 
esistoice of any bodti ocnneoted wiA ttfaat mb. 
jcet ; and I am oNivinded, that a man who bad 
read through Plato or ilbristo^/ or even who 
wasottitled tofiiy tfiat be btdjinaj tolerable _ac- 
quakifeuice wifb the worko of «iJjier of tfa^e 
great autiiors, would beiscatfoekf mcaecfa w&n- 
ia at Otahcnte than in Eduibwighj. &kt; ^bm 
indeed it is extremely umieeesBary ;to ex^liun ito 
to you, who ha¥e read and admimd so modi o{ 
fbe works of DugaM 'Stewart ; for notfaang «aa 
be tiMqre«lear to tbe-eyes of the initiated, ^an 
Ibat t^ gteat and adi|^tened man has been 
tiiroagbout contented to ; denve hk ideas of, tbe 
Grwk philoto^y £tam very aecondary .sources. 
When he dies, there ivill nvk, soost aasuredly, 
be fouMl among- faiB booiks, las there was woong 
those ^ Damd Htusi^ an intedearod capj of 
DHvall's Aiistotie. And if [sndi be Ug igno- 
rance, (wbieh, I doubt not, he himsdf ixwujd be 
candid enough to a^nowledge without beota- 
tion,) what may we not suppose to be the Cim- 
merian obscurity wlucfa hangs over his vorstifh- 
pers and disciples ?-*-Witfaout the genius, wbich 
often sHggests to him mncb of vihat idndied ge- 
nius bad suggested to tke pbiiosofdiers of anti- 
quity, and wbi(^ st^ more'Oflen«mdAes bin to 
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pas3. by difi^9t steps, to ihe same pi»at at 
whidi theae had arrired, — the pupQs oC &as ijAim- 
ttioas man are fLestStute of the .enlyqiudBties 
wfaiefa could hare {a-ocured amy pardoii far Ae 
■ aroTs of Iheir loaster. The darkness is irith 
them " tot^ ecfipse." 

2 iiave wandesed, you will say, even more 
widely tiian is my onstom. But you must fcsep 
Iq recollection, the terms on vhid I agpeei to 
write to you during this my gveat nortkian 
tpur. As for the sut^ect from which I have 
wandoed, viz. the Greek and Latin Muses of the 
UnivHsity of Edinbm^, I assure you I fed 
v«y easy under tbe idea of having treated these 
la^es with slender courtesy. Th«r reputation 
is ractremdy low, and I verily believe they de- 
serve no bettCT. They are of tbe very worst 
and most contemptible of all kinds of coquettes ; 
for they give a little to every body, and mudi to 
no one. 

Tbe Professors of the two languages here are 
both, however, very respectable men in their 
way ; that is, they would both of them do admi- 
rable things, if they had any call upon thnr am- 
bittoti. Mr C- — , the Professor of Latin, or, 
as their style is, of humanity, is a very great 
reader of all kinds of books, and, what is rather 
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ringular in one fond cX excursive reading, r» a 
-very diBgent ond delighted student of the higher 
matfacmafics. I went to hear hispnelecticai the. 
other day, and afta the boys were sent' away, 
began' to ask him a few questions about the- sys-. 
tern adopted in their tuition,, but in vain. He. 
insisted upon talking of fluxic^, and fla^dons 
only ; and, as I know notlung cif fluxicms, I was 
glad to break up the ocmference. With him, if 
a pun may be allowed, 

" hhituT et labetMr, in omne Tohibila aevum." 

Mr I> — w, the Frofeseor pf Greek, )^ pub-r 
lished several little tbijigs ip ^e Cajpbridge 
Classical Researches, and is certsdnly very mucb 
. aboTethe common rqn of sdiolftr;. I observe Iqt 
the way, that ii» one of his Latin tiderpages, ho 
sul^cnns to his pame a set <^]^nghsh initial?. 



p. M, 
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TO THE SAME. 



After Mr C ' ^ aai Mr D are -supjxjsed 

'to hare given their pupils as much Latin and 
Gre€k as people of sense ought to he troubled, 
with, Aey are "transferred to the Professor of Lo- . 
gi(^ and recorded in'thelNJoks of the University, 
as students of philosophy. The stgrle.used hy 
iSiie&i rifew pitfe^ar would, however, cmiv^ to 
astranger a vety erroneous nbtion of the duties 
in redUty allotted to him. Lo^ oocordnig to 
oUF dccfeptaticm of the wcvd, is ode of the least 
and hut'bf tiie things which he is supposed to 
teadi. His Ixiie business is to inform the minds 
<^ his pupik with 'some firdt font ideas of the 
Seotfch systems of m^t^ysies and morals*-to 
explain to them the rudiments of the great voca> ' 
buhtry of Reid and Stewurt, and fit ^ibetn, in 
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some measure, for plun^ng next year into the 
midst of all the light and all the darkness scat- 
tered over the favourite science of this country, 
by the Professor of Moral Philosophy, Dr T— 

I could not find leisure for attending the pree- 
lections of all the Edinburgh professors ; but I 
was resolved to hear, at least, one discourse of 
the last mentioned celebrated person. - So I went 
one mraning in good time, and took my place in 
a convenient comer of that class-room, to which 
the rising met^^byuciaits of the nortii resort with 
so much eagerness. Before the ptofesso^ arriv^ 
r aihused my s^ with survey^g the weU'Opver- 
ed rbws of bcncfies with which the areaftf the 
laiige jDom weis occupied^. !■ tlioUght I ' could - 
distinguish \he various desai^tSons- <^ ^feoula- 
tiTe young men oom'e tbithar from the different 
quarters of Scotiahd, fresh from the £rst zealous' 
study c£ Hume, Berkeley, aiid X<ock€, and'quit« 
so^tic^ whether the timb^ uptm which they 
sat had any real existehice, or whether' there was 
such a thing as heat in the ffnaXe wluch was. bla^ 
zing before them. Oh cme aidb mi^t be se^ii, 
peib^is, aPynbonist Atom Inv^mess-elure, deep- 
ly mwked with tiie smaU-pox, and ruminating 
i^n murnot seeong double with ti^o' eyes. Th^ 
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gaunt and nnewy &am6 of Uiis meditative moAn; 
taineer— )ii» hard legs set wide asunder, as if to 
tiake full adviantbge of their more usu^int^u- 
iDen£,the philabeg'— his feature^ bearing so many 
marks of tliei imp^eot civilization and nomadic 
existence of his progemt(»s-^-all together could 
not fail to strike me as rather out of pkce in 
such a situatitm as this. Od the other side 
mi^t be remarked one, who: seemed to be ah 
anbrya eler^manv' w^ting anxiously for some 
new limits, which he expected, the coming lec- 
ture would throw uptm the great system of 
Game and^ Effect, 'and feeling rather quabnistt 
after having. i>ead that morning Hvune*s SceptU 
cal Solution of Sceptical Doubts. Keaner tile 
professcn^s table was prob^ly a orack member 
otaome ceack debatibg-dUb, with a grin of in* 
ootrij^e self-complacency shining throu^ his 
assumed frown of profound reflection — ^lookii^ 
as the Yraixh say,, as grave as a pot-de-chanibre 
-—and longing, above ail things^ for seven o'cioA 
in fhe evening, when he hoped himself to assume 
a^xmspicuous positioa bdiind a green taUe, wit^ 
a coiij^ of ouidles upon it^ aiid,Ailly refiite the 
objections Of his h{Hiouid[)le and; doquent fHend 
who spoke hist A little &ilheir to theri^ 
might be <^MervM' a fiiae, healthy, well-duiv^n 
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lad from Haddington-^re. but -without the 
sMghtest brace of metaphysics m ins eoantienance 
— one who would have thought fannself muA 
better employed in shooting crows on Ledth 
sands, and in whom the distinction between Sen* 
salion and Vdition excdted nothing but chagria 
and disgUGt. . . . 

Throughout the whole of this motley assem^ 
blag^ there was a prodigious mending of pens> 
imd folding of paper, every one* as it appeared, 
having arrived mth the detemunatlMi >to >cany 
aw^ the Dkta Magistri, not in his head oidy, 
but in his note-hook. Some, after having com^ 
pleted their .preparations for the business of this 
day, se«ned to be conning over the monuments 
of tbdr yesterday's exertion, and gettmg as 6nn 
a grapple as possible of the last links of the diaia» 
whereof a new soSes was 'about to be expanded 
before them. There was a ye^ cadre-worn kkid 
of hoUowness in many of their eyes, as if th^ 
had been rather over-worked in the buoness of 
«taring upon stenography:; and not a few of their 
noses were pinched and sharpened, as it w»e, 
-with the ihabitUal throes and-agonies of extreme 
ihesitation. As the .hour began to strike, there 
arose a simultaneous clamour of coughing and 
spitting, and blowing of noses, as if all were pre- 
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pared fin- listeniiig Img to the lectuver, witbout 
duturbing him or their n^hbours ', and sueh 
was the infectiousness of tfadr Eesl, that I caught 
myadffidgettmg upon my seat, and de^ngbiit ' 
for action like die rest. At last, in came the 
p rofeai o r, with a pleastait nnile upon hix &ce, 
arayed in a black Geneva doak, over a snuff- 
coloured coat and buff waistcoat He mounted 
to his elbow-chair, and laid his papon on the 
desk before him, and in a moment all was stifi 
as the Tomb of the Capulets — every eye filled 
with eanwstneBS, and every pen filled with ink; 

Doctor B has s phydognomy very expres- 
sive of mildness and quiet contemplativeness ; 
but when he got fairly into the middle of his 
subject, his features kindled amazingly, and he 
went through some veiy subtle and abbtnise 
disquisitions, with great keenness and animation. 
I have seal few persons who pursuied the intel- 
lectual diace wil^ so mudi ardour; but, as I ob- 
served bef(»e, it did not appear as if all his jpu- 
pils were sufficiently well mounted or equipped 
to be able to keep up with him. His elocution 
is distinct and degant, and in those parts of his 
subject which admitted of being tastefuUy han 
died, there was a flow of beautiful language, as 

V0{., ), If 
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finely detirered as it was SnAy concored. It 
is very much his practioe to introduce' quotations 
. JTom the poets, wfaidi not only afford the best 
iUustrations of his own speculstitais, but are, at 
the same time, valuable, as furnishing « {deaung 
relaxation to the mind of the heara* in the midst 
of the bnls of alutract thought. The variety of 
4di^tfiU images which he tiius brings be&re 
the view, r^cshes the moatal eye, and enables 
it to presore its power oi examination miich 
longer than it could do, were; it c(mdemned to 
experience no relief fi-om the dry mazes of ab- 
atract disquisitioo. Dr B- — , in. this respect, 
imitates with great wisdom and success, the e%- 
ample of Harns* whose intimate knowledge of 
Shakespeare has done more good to his books, 
and afforded more delist to his readers, than 
pahaps any one of all his manifold acromplish- 
ments. Nay, I mif^t have quoted the still 
higher example of the Stagyrite himself, who 
produces an effect equally ^Ijghtful by bis per- 
petual dtations irom Homer, or, as be calls him, 
'0 naimm. 

The immediate predecessor of Br S , in 

this important chair, was no less a person thsD 
Dugald Stewart ; and it was easy to observe, in 
the midst of many lesser deviations^ that the ge- 
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no&l syst«n of iias great man's philosophy is 
adhoxd to by^ his suce^stn-, and tbftt he is, in 
trutii, one of his intellectual cMldren. I have 

seen Mr S «ice since I came to Edlnbui^* 

but it was in a Toy hasty manner, so that I shall 
not attempt to describe him to you at present. 
I intend, before I leave Scotland, to pass very 
new the place of his residence, (for he now very 
seldom leaves the country,) and ^all periiaps 
find an oppcnrtimity to become better acquaint- 
ed with him. Of the style of philosophizing 
adopted by him and his successor, I need not say 
any thing to you, who are so mudi better ac- 
quainted with the wf^ks d both than I am. I 
may just venture to hint, however, that their 
mode of studying the human mind, is perhaps 
better adapted for throwing light upon the intel- 
lectu^ faculties, and upon the assodation of 
ideas, than upon human nature in general. 
There can be no doubt that the mind is, tike 
physical nature, a theatre of causes and effects ; 
but it appears extremely doubtful wheth^ the 
same mechanical mode of observation, whidi 
Miables us to understand the qualities of mate- 
rial oli^ects, and the effects which they are capa- 
Ue of producing on each other, wHl be equally' 
succ^sful in eluddating the generation of hu- 
man thoughts and feelings. In observing the 
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manner in wfalph a train c^ ideas passes through 
the mind, is it possible to notice and undo^tand 
all that is really gmng on within us? Can eveiy 
thing . which appears ^ r^^red to its true 
source ? Fr{>m the mode in wbif^ images and 
ooppeptiqns succie^ each iith.&, weipay pei^aps 
infer spQ^e laws of sMggestion-r-and &om. cibeix- 
ving the sequenfse qf propositi<)n8, we may arrive 
at the principles accqrding to which intellectual 
operations take plee^^but such, probably, will 
be the most important results of intellectual 
t^jsnitipiis, conducted accoHlng to Mr Stewart's 
method. The scope and tendaicy of tJie differ-, 
(pt .a£^ctiQD4 QNi never be gathered from: ^e 
analyses c^particulfu' trains of thought, or by. 
4uch a microscopic ftnd divided mbde of obsava-. 
tion, as that which omai^ts in watching the suc- 
cesupn of ideas as tbey arise in the mind. It 
seems, ifideed, quite improbable, that the affec- 
tions ever can be made an object c^ science, or. 
that their qualities and relations can ever be pro- 
perly expressed in abstract propositions. Foetjy 
and ^oquence are alone capaUe of exemplify ing 
them ; wd one naay gather more true knowledge , 
o£ all tb^t most valuable, and perhaps most di- 
vine part of our nature, by studying one of Mx 
Wordsworth's small pieces, such as Michael, the 
brothers, or the Idiot Bay — or following the 
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brbketi catchfes of miiltitudiiious filings, in the 
speeches of one such charactet as Madge Wild- 
fire, than by a whole life-time spent in studying 
and imitating the style of oteei-ratitm exempli- 
fied by Mi Stewart. 

In regard to intellectual operations, it may be 
said, that a knowledge of their laws donferS 
power, becaiite it teaches method in conducting 
them. In regafd to the laws of ^sodation, it 
may blso be said, that knowledge is power, be- 
cause it enables us to eotitintie the succession of 
our ideas. ' But-it aj)pears very questionable, 
whether the empire of science can be extended 
much farthet ill this quarter. The power which 
is confelred by knowledge, is always of a mCTely 
calculating and mechanical sort, and mnsists in. 
nothing higher than the adaptiatictn of means to 
ends — and' to suppose that man's moral being 
can ever be subjected to, or sw^ed by, » power 
so much lower than itself, is almost as revolting 
as the theory which refers all ideas and emotions 
to the past impressions Upon the senses. 

In studying the nature of the human affec- 
tions, one object should be, — to obtain repose and, 
satis&cti<m for the moral feelings, by discrimina- 
ting between good and evil. Knowledge is no- 
thing in a scientific point of view, unless it can 
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be accumulated and transferred from individual 
to individual, and unless it be as valid in one 
person's hands as in those of another ; but this 
could never be the case with r^;ard to a know* 
ledge of the moral feelings. 

I do not throw out these little remarks witii a 
view to disparage the usefiilness or excellence of 
Dugald Stewart's mode of philosophizing, so far 
as it goes. But it would be a very cold and 
barren way of thinking, to suppose, that through 
the medium of that species of observation whidi 
he chiefly makes use oS, we have it in our power 
to become completely acquainted with human 
nature- And agun, the halnt of reposing too 
mudi confidence in the powers resulting from 
science, would have a tendency to terminate in 
utter supineness, and lethaigy f£ character among 
mankind ; fi>r, if it were expected that every 
thing could be forced to spring up as the me- 
chanical and necessary result of sdl^itific calcu- 
lations, tiie internal firings vX the mind would 
no longer be of the same consequence as before, 
and the accomplishment of a great many things 
might then be devolved upon, and intrusted to, 
an extraneous powov lodged iu the faaiids of spe- 
culative men. 

The true characteristic of science consists in 
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this,— that it is a thing whidh ea« be communi- 
cated to, and made use of by, all men who are 
endowed with a^ adequate share of mere intel- 
lect. The philosophy of moral feeUng must 4-1 
ways, on the other hand, approach nearer to the 
nature of poetry, whose influence varies acccwd- 
Ing as it is perused by individuals of this or that 
character, or taste. The finest opening to any 
book of psycology and ethics in the world, is 
that of Wordsworth's Exairsion. That great 
poet, who is undoubtedly the greatest master 
that has for a long time appeared in the walks of 
the highest philosophy in England, has better no- 
tions than any Scotch metaphysician is likely to 
have, of the true sources, as well as the true ef- 
fects, of the knowledge of man. 

" ' Urania, I dull need 

Thy guidance, w a greater muse, if nich 
Despend to earth, or dwell in tiigheit Heaven I 
For I must tread on shadowy grounil, mutt sink 
Deep— and, aloft ascending, breathe in worlds, 
To which the Haaven of Heavens is but a veil,-n 
All strength — all terror, single or in bands. 
That ever was put forth in personal form; 
Jeborab — with his thunder; and the cfa<xr 
.Of shouting angels, and the empyreal thrones, 
I pssB them, unalarmed. Kot Chaoa, not 
The darkest pit of lowest Erebus, 
Nor aught of blinder vacancy scooped out 
By help of dreams, can breed such fear and awe 
As fall upon us often, when we look 
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Into our Minds— 4iito the Mind of Hin, 
My luiiut, and the main re^on of my song." 

After such words as these, I durst not Ten- 
ture upon anything of a lowlier kind. 
FareweQ, 

P.M. 
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LETTER XV- 



TO THE SAUE. 



• • Next day I went to h^ar Professor P—'s 
leoture. I found him already engaged in ad- 
dressing his dass when I Altered, but took my 
seat close by the door, so quietly as not to at- 
tract any notice from him. It was a vtry pleas- 
ing tiling to see this fine old Archimedes with 
his reposed demeanour — (such as I have already 
described it to you) — standing beside his taUe 
covered with models, wfajdi he was making use 
of in some demonstrations relatlre to meduaii- 
cal forces. There is som^hing in the certainty 
and precisiMi of the exact saeoces, whidb com- 
municates a stiUneas to the mind, and which, by 
calUng ID our thoughts from th^? own ^ddy, 



:dbvGoogIe 



182 NEW 0B8EEVAT0HY. 

and often harassing rounds, hannoniz^ our na- 
ture with the serenity of' intellectual pleasure. 
The influence of sudi studies is very well exem- 
plified in the deportmmt of this [vofessor. la 
lecturing, he expresses himself in aa ea^ and 
leisurely manner, highly agreeable to the limn- 
er, although he does not seem to study conti- 
nuity or flow of diction, and although his de- 
livery is sometimes a good deal impeded by he- 
utation with regard to the words he is to em- 
ploy. I have already described his features to 
you ; but perhaps their e^ct was Gner while he 
was engaged in this way, than I had before been 
pr^>ared to find. I think one may trace in his 
physiognomy a great deal of that fine inteUec* 
tual taste, whit^ dictated the iUustratioiH <^the 
Huttonian Theory. 

I waited to pay my respeets to the professor, 
a^er the dismisuon of his dass, and he invited 
me to walk with him to the New Obienratary 
upon the Calton Hill. This building, whidi is 
not yet completed, owes its exiatenee eDtirely to 
the liberality of a few {aivate kn-ers of aatnnio- 
my, and pr(»ai8eB to&rm a beautiAd and lasting 
montunent of their taste. Mr P . — — hivnsdf 
laid the foundation-atoae of it last year, and bL 
ready it preseiitfl to the eye, what is, In my 
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humble jud^ent, the finest architectural out- 
line in the whole of this city. The building is 
not a large one ; but its situation is such, as to 
render that a matter of comparatively tnvial 
mtmient. Its fine portio), with a single range 
of Doric pillars supporting a graceful pediment, 
shaped exactly like that of the Parthenon — and 
over that, again, its dome lifting itself lightly 
and urily in the clear mountain sky — and the 
^nation itselC on the brink of that magnificent 
oninence, which I have already described to 
you, just where it looks towards the sea — alto- 
gether remind one of the best days of Gredan 
art and €bredan sdence, when the mariner knew 
Athens a&r off &om the ^ean, by the chaste ; 
splendour of pillars and temples that crowned 
the origin^ rock of Theseus. If a few elms and 
plantains could be made to grow to their full di- ' 
moiNons around this rising structure, the effect 
would be the nearest thing in the world to that 
oS the {^orious scene, whidi Plato has painted 
so dxTinely at the opoiing of his Republic. 

After snireying the new building both with- 
out and within at great length, we quitted the 
auQumt of the hill^ and b^^n our descent. 
About half way down, there is a church- yard, - 
which I had not bdbre remarked particularly,^ 
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and which, indeed, as Mr V---^- mentioned; has 
of late been much abridged in its dimensions, 
by the improvements that have taken place in- 
this quarter of the city. He proposed that we 
should enter the buiying-ground, in order to see 
the place where David Hume is laid. There are 
few things in which I take a more true deligfaf, 
Ihan in vidtihg the graves of the truly illustrious 
dead, and I therefore embraced the proposal 
with eagerness. The' philosopher reposes an 
the very margin of the rock, and above him his , 
friends have erected a round tower, which, al- 
though in itself not very large, drives, h'ke the- 
Observatory on the other side, an infinite advan- 
tage from the nature of the ground on which it 
is placed, and is, in fact, one of "the chiefland- 
marks in every view of the city. In its form it 
is quite dmple, and the flat roof and single uni 
in front give it a very classical effect. Already 
Itehens and ferns and wall-flowera begin to creep 
over the surface, and a solitary wUlow-busb' 
drops its long slender l^ves over the' edge of ~ 
the roof, and tn^aks the outline in the air with 
a desolate st^ness. 

TheK is no inscription, except the words 

David Hume; and this is jtist as it ought to 

be. One, cannot torn &om them, and the 

8 
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I^Uj^its to which they of neeesdty ^ve birth, 
to the more humble names that cover the more 
famitble tombs below and around, without expe- 
riencic^ a stnto^ revulsion of ideas. The sim- 
ple citizen, dist went tiiropgh die world in a 
course of )dain and quiet existence, getting chil- 
dren, and accumulating money to provide for 
them, occupies a near section of the same sod 
whidi covers the dust of Him, who left no pro- 
geny behind him, except that of his intdlect,— 
and whose name must survive, ip that ptoQeny, 
so long as Mui rctain^ any pfution of tjoe infirr 
mity, or of the nobilUy of his nature. The poor 
man, the peasant, or the mecbanit^ whose labo- 
rious days provided him scantily with meat and 
raiment, and abundantly with sound sleep— he 
also has ming^ his ^es with Him, whose body 
had very little ^are either in his wants or his 
wishes— whose spirit alone was restless and sleep- 
less, the Prince of Doubters. The poor homely 
partner of some such lowly liver, the wife and 
the mother and the widow, whose existence was 
devoted to soothing and sharing the asperities o£ 
adveraty — who lived, and thought, and breatti- 
cd in the affections alone, and, perhaps, yet lives 
somewhere in the affections of her children, or her 
{ibildren's children — she too, whose only hope 
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and confidence were derived from the expecta- 
tion of anotfa«: life — she sleeps close beside one 
who walked upon the earth, not to feel, but to 
speculate, and was content to descend into her 
bosom, with scarcely one ray of hope b^(md the 
dark and enduring sleep of nothingness. 

" These grassy heaps lie amicably close. 
Said 1, like au^es heaving in i1m wind. 
Upon the sui-fkce of a moimtuo's peoL"— 

Death, like misery, " makes us acquainted wiUi 
strange bed-fellows." But surely never was a 
scene of strange juxta-position more pregnant 
with lessons of thoughtfulness than this. 
Adieu, 
P.M. 
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TO THE SAME. 



A PERSON whose eyes had beai accustomed 
only to such places as the schools of Oxford, or 
Sir Christopher Pete's lecture-room, would cer- 
ttunly be very much struck with the pritnd facie 
mean condition of the majority of the students 
assembled at the pnelections of these Edinburgh 
professors. Here and there one sees some small 
scattered remnant of the great flock of Dandies, 
trying to ke^ each othei^s high collars and stays 
in countenance, in a comer of the class-room ; 
but these only heighten, by the contrast of their 
presence, the general effect of the slovenly and 
dirty mass whicii on every side surrounds them 
with its contaminating atmosphere ; and upon 
the whole, nothing can be more distinct and vi- 
sible, than that the greater part of the company 
are persons whose situation in life, had they 
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been born in E^gbind, must have left th«n n@ 
chance of being able to share the advuitages <^ 
our academical education, 

J could not help taking notice of Uiis circum- 
stance the other day to my friend W . -i. ; who 
not only adpiitted the justice of my obserraUon, 
but went cm to utter his comments on the &ct I 
had observed, in a tone of opinion and send-, 
ment, for which, I must confess, my own pri- 
vate reflections had by no means prepared me. 
So far from proceeding, as X had supposed every 
Scotchman in like circumstances would do, to 
point out the advant^es which might be ex- 
pected to arise, e&i which, in Scotland itsd^ 
had already, in iact, arisen, out of a so lib^al and 
extensive diffusion of the higher species of edu- 
cation, my friend seemed to have no hesitation 
in condemning the whole syst«n as being not 
fHendly, but eminently hostile, to the tnie in- 
terests both of Sraence in general, and of his 
country. 

Without at all understanding him in the lite- 
ral sense of his words. I think it is possible 
that the result of his reflections may have really- 
led him to doubt, whether the system which 
takes in so much may not be somewhat weak- 
ened and debased through the very extension <rf 
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its sui^ce. i can easily believe that he may be 
a little doubtful whether the obvious and dis- 
tinct advantages which must spring out of such 
a system, may not be counterbalanced, lipcm 
the whole, by the disadvantages which I should 
suppose must be equaUy inseparable from the 
mode of carrying it into practical effect ; in 
other words, whether the result of good 'may 
not be less considerable in ■ the great issife than 
that of evil, both to the individuals themselves, 
and to the community, of whose general charac- 
ter so much must directly and indirectly be de- 
■pendent upon theirs. For myself, I say even 
Bo hinch with great hesitation, concerning a sub- 
ject of which I cannot imagine mySelf to have 
had time or opportunity for any adequate exa* 
mination ; and of which, even had I possessed 
more of time and opportunity than I have done, 
I am still suspicious that my own early preju- 
dices might render It impossible I should form 
a feir and impartial judgment. 

The expences of University education, in the 
first place, amount in Scotland to no more than 
a very inconsiderable fraction of what they are 
in England. With us, we all know, a father of 
A family seldom thinks of sending his son to 

VOL I. N 
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cc^ge, unless he can afford to ffve hbs an al-^ 
lowance <^ some £300 per annum, or thereabouts. 
It is, no doubt, quite possible, to have apartnients 
in a college, to attend prayers in chapel, and eat 
oonunons in hall, and to arrive, after four years' 
residence, at the style and dignity of a Bachelor 
of Arts, without having disposal of so large an 
income. But, taking yofmg men as they sre, 
and as they always have been, it is needless to 
expect, that any one of them will easily submit 
to Ue under any broad and distinct mark of in- 
feriori^ to his fellows ; and therefore it is, that 
we in common parlance speak of it as being im- 
posmble to live at Oxford en* Cambridge, on less 
e^>enfflve t^ms than those I have mentioned. 
So long as our church retains her privileges and 
possessions, (which, thank God, I see no likeli- 
hood of her losing,) the benefices she has in her 
gift will always be enough to oeate a regular 
demand for a very large number of graduate* 
horn in the higher classes of society — so large a 
number, indeed, that even they alone would be 
able to ^ve the tone in any University, and any 
Col^ge in England. And while this is so, young 
men of genoous dispositions, who cannot afford 
to keep up with the tone thus given, would much 
rather be excused from entering upon a course 
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bf fife, whidi must Tning thdr incapacity oif do- 
ing so continually before the eyes of other peo- 
plei and bf themselves. It would take a long 
time, tiioTeoveri to satisfy the great majority of 
English Others of families, even in the more ele- 
vated walks of society, that a TJniversily edu- 
cation is a matter of so very great importance as 
to warrant them in running the risk of injuring 
the feeUngs and conlfort of their children, by 
compelling them to submit to residing in col- 
lege on inadequate means. I believe it is well, 
that^ in England, Charact^ is generally regarded 
&s a &r more important thing thui mere Intel- 
lect : and I consider the aversion I have just de- 
6cribedi as one very honourable manifestation of 
this way of thinldhg. 

In Scotland, feelings of an equally honourable 
kind have led to a Very opposite way of think- 
ing and acting. The poverty of the collies 
themselves, or at least of most of them, has pre- 
vented the adoption of any such r^^r and 
Ifermal style of acad^nical existence, as that 
^faich prevfuls in other countries, tmd most of all 
ki oiu" own. Instead of bdng poEsessed of large'- 
and ancient landed estates, and extensive rights 
of patronage in the churdi, and elsewhere, and 
so of fimning in itsdf a very great and formi- 
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, daHe corporate body in the state, ad the UniVei 
Sity of Oxford or Cambridge does with us ; the 
University of Edinburgh, for example, is a very 
• recent and contracted inatitotioiii whieh pos- 
sesses scarcely any property or patronage of any 
kindbeyond the money pdd annuity in fees by 
pupils' to their professors^ and the neeesisary in- 
fluence which the high character of some of 
these individual professors must at tim^ give tt» 
their fayour and recommendation. The want 
of public or corporate splendour has'taken away 
all occasion or pretence for large expenditure in 
private among the members of the University ; 
and both the corporation, and the individuals. 
have long since learned to consider their honour 
as not in the least degree affected by the abserioe 
vf all those external " shews and fonns," which, 
with us, long habit has rendered su&h essential 
parts of every academical exercise and project.' 
The barrios which prevent English parefits and 
English sons from thinking of academical educa-< 
iion/ are thus entirely removed.- Any young man 
who can afford to wear a decent coat, and live itt 
a garret upon porridge or herrings, may, if he 
pleases, come to Edinburgh, and pass through 
ius academical career, just as creditably as is re^. 
Viired ix expected. I am assured, that the great' 
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majority of the students here, have seldom jn/ote 
thftn L.80 or L.40 per wnum, and that very 
many most respectable students contoive to do 
with little more .than hdf so mudi money. 

Whatever may be tiiought of the results of 
this plan, tiiere is no pos»bility that any mw of 
good fe^ng should refuse his warmest admira-< 
tion to the zeal both of the children and the pa-, 
rents by whose exertions it is carried into eflfect. 
The author of the Scotch novels has sfiyeral 
times alluded, in a very moving way, to the hard- 
ships to whidi a poor man's family in Scotland 
will submit, for the sake of affording to one of 
lis members even those scanty xaeaha whidi a. 
Scottish University education demands. You 
must remember the toadies of pathos! which hei- 
has thrown over the otherwise ludicrous enou^ 
exertions made in this way by the parents of th^ 
redoubtablet)ominieSampson; and thoseof Reu- 
ben Butler, in the last Tales of My Landlord, 
are represented in much the same kind. I have 
seen a little book of Memoirs, lately written, and 
very well written, by a soldier of the 71st regi- 
ment, . in which there occurs 9 still more affectj 
ing, because a real picture, of circumstances ex- 
actly similar. I question whether there can be 
imagined a finer display of the quiet heroism of 
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afiectitm aiid prindple, than is afforded in the 
long and resolute struggle which the poor pa- 
rents, miuntain— the pinching penury and sdC- 
denial to which they voluntaply submit, in or, 
der that their child may bp enabled to pro; 
cure advantages of which themselves arp 4^tit 
tute, and which, when obtained, cannot &il tq 
^ve him thoughts and ideas such as must, it^ 
spite of nature, draw some line of separation be^ 
tweoi him and them. There cannot be a nobler 
instance of the neglect of self — a more stnkin^ 
ex^npUfication of the subliinity pf the affections.; 
Nor can the conduct of the son himself be re- 
garded as much less admirable. The solitary 
and secluded life to which he devotes so many 
youthful years — die hard battle which he, too, 
must m^tain against poverty, yrithout any 
near voice of love to whisper courage, into hi^ 
bosom — the grief which he must feel when com- 
pelled to ask that whidi he well knows wiH be 
freely, but which, he too much fears, will be 
painfully given ; — aU these sorrows of poverty, 
united with those many sprrows and depressions 
which the merely intellectual part of a young 
student's existence must always be suffiaent U\ 
create — the doubts and fears which must at^ 
^mes oyercloud and darken the brightest intel- 
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leet that ever expanded before, the infiuenoe <tf 
exertioQ— the watching and tossing ot over-ex- 
dtement-~the self-r^roach of languor— the 
tightening of the heart-strings-— and the bhink 
wimderings of the brain— these things are 
enough to complete the gloomy fore-ground of 
a picture which would indeed require radiance 
in the distance to ^ve it any measure of capti- 
vation. And yet these things are not more, un- 
less books and men alike deoeive us, than are ac- 
tually operating at this moment in the pcarsom 
of a very great pn^rtion of the young m^ 
whom I have seen at work in ^e dassrrocaiis of 

B-_ and T' . Tmly, I think there was 

too much of lightness In the reniar^ I made to 
you, a few days ago, conceming the first impres- 
rions c^ tJieir external appearance and demea. 
nour. 

The Worst view <^ the sut^eot, however, still 
remains to be given. To what end does aU thia 
exertion — this noble and herdc exertion; lead ? 
That is a question whidi nothing can hinder 
from crossing us every now and thai, in thigi 
midst of all our most enthus^aistic admiration. 
It is one which it is perhaps a wrong thing toi 
attempt answering in any way ; and I much 
fear it is one which will not admit of being an ' 
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nrered in s satisfactory manner, either 1^ you or 
by me. There arefewsplendid rewards of worldly 
honour held up before the eyes of the Scottidi 
dwlent The same circumstances which enable 
hioi to aspire> enable hundreds and thousands to 
do as mudi as he does ; and the hope of obtain- 
ing any of the few prizes which do exist, is di- 
vided among so many, that no man would .ven- 
toxe to count his own individual chance as wor- 
thy of much oonsideraticai. The style of educa- 
Hoa and exertion to which he submits, are admi- 
rably fitted for sharpening and quickening the 
keenness of his understanding, but do not much 
tend. to fill his mind wiA astore of thoughts, 
feelings, and images, on -which itmight repose 
itself, and in which he might possess for ever the 
means of a quiet and contemplatiye happiness. 
He is made a keen doubter, and a keen disputer i 
and in both of these qualities tiiere is no doubt 
he will at first have pleasure. But in ndther is 
he fiimished with the elements of such pleasure 
as may endure with him, and increase with him 
throughout a laborious, and, above all, it may be, 
a solitary life. He is hot provided with sudi 
an annoury of recollections as that which tbe 
scholar (properly so called) presents against the 
pressure of corporeal and mentid evils. 
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Without much prospect^ then, of any great 
inoreMeof wca-ldly goods, and without procuring 
to himself any very valuable stronghold of peace- 
ful meditation, the Scottish student submits to 
a life of such penury and difficulty, as would sX- 
most be sufficient to counterbalance the pos- 
session even of die ai^^mtages wMch he has itot. 
At the end of his academical career, he probably 
finds himself either a burden upon his relations, 
or providing for liimsdf by the disdiarge of 
some duties, wfaidi might have been as wdl 4is- 
chai^ed without so expenmve a preparation. Is 
it worth while to bear so much, in order to jiave 
a chance of gaining so litUe ? As Mr Madeod 
says in Miss ]^dgeworth's novel, — " It may be 
doubted ;" and yet. perhaps it cannot be doubted 
without somewhat of a «in against the higher 
parts of our nature. But such sins we all com- 
mit often enough, both otmscioasly and uncon- 
fldously. 
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LETTER XVII. 

TO THE SAH E. 

I BE6AED, then, the academical institutions 
of England and Scotland, as things sped&»lly 
distinct, both in -their structure and in their ef- 
fects. The Universities, here, educate, in propor- 
tion to the size and wealth of the two countries, 
twenty times a larger number than ours in Eng- 
land educate. They educate these pei^ons in a 
Tery different way, and for totally different pur- 
poses — in reality at least, if not in profesdon. 
They diffuse over every part pf the kingdom,' 
and over many parts of the neighbouring king- 
dom^ a mighty population of men, who have re- 
ceived a kind and measure of education which 
fits them for taking a keen and active manage- 
ment in the affairs of ordinary life. But they 
seldom send forth men who are so thoroughly 
«ccomplished in any one branch of learning, u 
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fo be likely to possess, through that alone, the 
pieans of 9ttaimng to eminence ; and, what is 
frorse, the course of the studies whidi have been 
pursued under th^ direction, has been so irrer 
^ular and muIti&rioMS, that it is a great diance 
whether any oije braQch of occupation may have 
piade 9uch a powerful and commanding impresr 
sion on the ima^nation of tiie student, as might 
induce him afterwards to perfect and (»mplete 
for himself what the University can only be scud 
to bare begun. 

In Sngland, the ol^ect of the Universities is 
not, at present, at all of this kind. In order to 
prepare men for dischar^ng the duties of ordi- 
nary life, or even for dischar^g the duties of 
precessions requiring more education than is 
quite common in any country, it is not thought 
necesaary that the University should ever be re- 
scnrted to. Those great and venerable institu- 
tions have both existed from the very commence- 
ment of the En^ish monarchy, and have been 
gradu^y strengthened and enriched into their 
present condition, by the pie^ an4 the munifi- 
cence of manysucpesrave generatioois of kings and 
nobles. They are frequaited by those only who 
piay be called upon at some iuture period to dis- 
phfirge the most sacred and most elevated duties 
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of English citizenship;' and the magnificence of 
Ae ^tablishments themselves carries down a 
portion of its spirit into the humblest individual 
who connects himself with them'. The student is 
lodged in a palace; and when he walks abroad* 
fcis eyes are fed on every side with the most splen- 
did assemblages of architectural pomp and ma- 
jesty which our island can cDsplay. He dines in 
ft httU whose lofty compartrrients are occupied^ 
with the pcHlraitures of illtlstrious men, who o£ 
old underwent the same discipline in which he 
is now engaged, amidst the same appropriate and 
impres^vip kcfi^HOoipaDiments of scene and obser- 
vance. He studies in his closet the same books 
whidi have, for a thousand years, formed the 
fbundation of the intellectual character of £hg- 
fi^jhmen. In the same chapel wherein the great 
and goodmen of England werewbnt to assemble, 
he Ustms, every evening and every morning, to 
flie same sublime music and siiblimer words, by 
whidt thdr devotion was kindled, and their futh 
sustained. He walks under the shadow of the 
same elms, plantains, EUid sycamores, beneath 
whose brandies the thought^ steps of New- 
ton, or Bacon, Locke, and Milton, have sounded. 
These old oaks, which can no longer give shade 
(H* shelter, but which still present their bare and 
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gnarled lim^ to the elements around him— - 
they tvere the contemporaries of Alfred. Here 
the memories of kings and heroes, and saints 
and ihartyrs; are mingled for ever with tiiose of 
poets and phik)S(^hefs ; and the Spirit of the 
Place walks visible, shedding all around one 
calm and lofly influence, alike refreshing to tlie 
ftffecticms and to Uie intellecit— to iiifluenc^whidi 
blends together, in indissoluble union, all the 
firiKt elements of patriotism, and loyaltyi and 
teB^ort. 

That the practical itseiiilness df these ihstitai- 
tions would be in any respect improved by vny 
considerable change in their course of studies, I' 
am &r from believing ; even were I certdn that 
it would be so, I should 6till be very fitr from 
wishiDg to see such a change adopted. I am sa. 
tisfied abundantly that they should continue aa 
tliey are ; and, not having much £iith in the new 
doctrine of the perfectibility of human nature, I 
doubt whether^ let them be altered as they tnighl^ 
the men of their production would be much td- 
tered for the better; I do not think that at 001* 
time of day in national existence, it is at all wise 
or dedrable to begin leaning new &shions. The 
world is not in its infancy : And where is the 
nation tfaeworld has produced, which can present 
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a more glorious array of great and h<Ay names 
than OUI8 ? To me this is a sufficient proof, that 
■we have not all the while been stumbling in Uie 
dark, without the rays of the true lanip to en- 
lighten us in our progress, llie steady aoA en- 
during radiance of oat national Past^ cannot be' 
the mere delpsion of our self-love ; for eten the! 
voice of our enemies is for eVer lifted up in its 
praise. What fiitute times may judgeof the Pre- 
sent, and what out- national Future may be, it is 
a little out of our power to decide. But ly fof' 
my part, have na fear that they who peruse in 
distant years the records of this age,: wzll re- 
proach us with having been a degenerate people. 
Neitiwr do I expect that at any future period 
the national charact^ can be greatly chaAged^ 
without^ at the same tune, b^g greatly degg^ 
.nerate^ 

Even in regard to many of those peculiaritiesf 
of our syfitetQ, which are the most easy and the 
most favoured marks of the wit of its enemies,- 
I am persuaded that a: compliance with what at 
first a^t seems to be the most Iib«^ spirit^ 
would, in the end, be found productive of ta^ 
thing but fortunate effects. It is very easy^ Sot 
example, to stigmatize the rules which exclude, 
from more or less of out privileges, all who are 
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not membns of c^ fiational chuAdi, with the 
names of tRgoti^', intolerance, and 8uperst&ti(Hi. 
It should be (iemembered, however, that these 
regulatiuNM were the •work of meb, Whbm 6ven 
oar bitterest revilers would not due to insult 
with sueh Ungunge % and till we see some good 
reason to be ashamed of them, we may be par- 
doned, at least, if we refuse to be entirdy 
ashamed of th^ work. If it be fitting that we 
should have a National Church, I think it is 
equally fitting that the church should have the 
Nadonal Univmities. These do not pn^ess to 
monopolize all the means of instruction ; the 
number ofgreatnunes, in alldep^tmeots, which 
have grown up without tbdr sphere <rf |Hxitec- 
tion, would be nK»*e than enough to give such 
pretenuons the fie, were they so aadacious as to 
set them fortJi. But they profess to educate k 
certun number of persons, of a certain class, in 
a certjun set of piindples, which have been con- 
nected with that dass throughout all tiie best 
yefUrs of our fatstpry — ai^ which, throufj^ the 
parsons of that cUss in former tiines, have be- 
come identified with our n^kmal existence, «id 
nmst everywhere be recogiuzed as entering large- 
ly and powerfully into the formation of our na- 
tional cbaracto*. In a word, they are deqi^ned 
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-to keep up the race of EngBsh gentlemen, im- 
bued with diose thoughts and fedings, with that 
illumination and that fa^ef, which, as esem{£- 
fied both in the words and in the actions of pre- 
ceding years, have rendered tbe name which they 
bear second to none, perhaps superior to any, 
which the world has ever witnessed. 

Instead then of joining' in with that senseless 
spirit of railing, wherewith Scotchmen are too 
often ficciistomed to talk of the English, and 
Englishmen of the Scottish Universities, I please 
myself in thinking that the two institutions have 
different ol:jects, and that they are both excellent 
in their different ways. That each system might 
borrow something with advantage from the other, 
is very possible, but I respect both of them too 
much to be fond of hasty and rash experiments. 
In our great empire we have need of many kinds 
of men ; it is necessary that we should possess 
within our own boimds, the means of ^ving to 
each kind that sort of preparation which may 
best fit them for the life to which they are des- 
tined. So there be no want of unity in the ge- 
neral character and feeling of the whole nation, 
considered as acting together, the more ways the 
intellect of the nation has, in which to shoot it- 
jself out and display its energies, the better will 
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it be :— the greats the variety of walks of ex- 
ettion and species of success, the greater the 
variety of stimiilus applied ; and the greater that 
spuit of universal .activity, without which minds 
become stagnant like fish-pools, the greater is 
our hope of long and proudly preserving our 
high place in the estimation of the world. 
I cfaall return to the Universities in my next. 
P.M. 
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LETTER XVIII. 



TO LADV JOHNES. 



Deak Aunt, 
If you meet with Mr David Williams of 
Yris, he will tell you that I send him a long let- 
ter every other day, filled with histories of din- 
ner-parties, and sketches of the E^nburgh lite- 
rati ; and yet, such is my diligence in my voca- 
tion of tourist, I am laying up stores of anec- 
dotes about the northern beau-monde, and ma- 
king drawings in crayon of the northern beau- 
ties,' which, I flatter myself, will be enough to 
amuse your ladyship half the autumn, after I 
return to you. There is a very old rule, to do 
like the Romans when you are in Rome; and 
the only merit I lay claim to on the present oc- 
casion, resolves itself into a rigid observance of 
this sage precept. It is the fashion hare for 
every man to lead two or three different kinds 
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of lives all at once, and I have made sliift to do 
somewhat like my neighbours. In Lond<Hi, a 
lawyer is a lawyer, Mid he is norfung more ; for 
going to -the play or the House of CommcMi^ 
now and then, 6an scarcely be considered as any 
serious interruption' of -his professional halnts 
and existetfce. In London, in like manner, a 
gay man is nothing but a gay man ; fw^ how- 
ever he may attempt to disguise the' matter, 
whatever he does out of the world of galet?yM 
intended only to increase his consequence in it 
But here I am living in a city, which tlurives 
both by law and by gaieties," and— would you 
believe it ? — a very great share of the practice of 
both of these mysteries Ues in the very same 
hands. ~ It is this, so i^ as I can judge,^ which 
constitutes what the logiciims ■ would oali the 
differential quality of the society of Edinburgh; 
It is, at this time of the year at least, a kind of 
melange of London,' Bath, and Cheltenham ;'and 
I am inclined to: think, that, upon due examina^ 
tion, you would find it to be in several particu- 
Urs a more agreeable place thMi any of these. In 
many other particulars, I think any rational per- 
son would pronounce it, without difficulty, to be 
more absurd tkan any of them. 
The removal of the residence of the sovereign 
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bas had tbe effect of rendering th^ gre^ nob^ty 
of Scotland very indifferent about the capital. 
There is scarcely one <rfthe Premiete Ncbkue^ 
I am told, that retains even tbe a^>earance of 
supptHting a house in Edinburgh ; and by lar 
th<e greater put of them are quite «a ignorant <^ 
it, as of any other jnxtvincial town in tiie island. 
The Scotch courts of law, however, are all esta- 
Uisbed in this place, and this has been suffident 
to enable Edinburgh to keep the first rank 
among the cities of Scodand, wbich> but fcff 
them, it aeems extremely unlikely she ^ould 
have been able to accomplish. For the more 
the commerdal towns thrive, the m«« business 
is created for this legal cme ; and the lawyers of 
Edinburgh may be said to levy a kind of custfHii 
upon every btul of goods that is manufti^ured in 
this part of the isbuid, and a no less r^pilar ex- 
cise upon every article of merchandize that it 
brought into it fi-om abroad. In this way, (to 
such wonderful exactness has the matter been 
brought,) it may be said, that every great m«- 
diant in Glasgow pays lai^ sdaries to some two 
or three members of the law in Edinburgh, who 
conduct the niuiierous litigations, that arise out 
ofa flourishing business, with great dvilit^; and* 
with greater civibtf still, the more numerous U- 
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tigations which attend the imtiiristing and disse- 
vering of the Gordian knot of mercantile diffii' 
culties and embairassments. And so, indeed, 
ikere is scarody much exaggatition in ihe cma- 
mon faying, tiiat every house which a man, pot 
B lawyer, builds out of Edinburgh, enables a' 
man, who is a lawyer, to build another equally: 
comfortable in Edinburgh. 

A very small share of the {wofits set apart for 
tiie nourishment (^ thin profession &Ue into the 
bands of the first brandi of it — ^ Barristers- 
Tliese are still, in general, alUiough not so unir 
fprmly as in fi>nna- times, younger sons of good 
ftmiUes, who have thdr fortunes to xafiks, but 
who have been brought up in a way more calcu- 
lated to make than adepts in spepding than in 
getting. The grfi^tw p«t irf" thein, moreover, 
seldom hare any opportunity of rising much 
mdney. were they inclined to dp so ; for, with 
the exception of some six or eight, who mono- 
pciise the whole of the large f«£s, and the &r 
gauetei iriiare of Ihe small ones, the most of the 
advocates may think tberascives extxemely few-, 
tunate, iC after passbag dight or ten yeais at the 
bar, ^tey are a^ to wake W ^i^uch by their^ 
p ua fo aa imt as wy aiffice feff the wpporit ctf a fiu 
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mily, in the most quiet and moderate style-of 
living. A vast number of those who come to 
the bar have no chance, ahuost no hope, of get^ 
ting into any tolerable practice ; but as there are 
a great number of offices of various degrees of 
honour and emolument, which can only be filled 
by members of the Faculty of Advocates, they 
are contented to wear the gown year after year, 
in the expectation of at last being able to step 
into the possession of one of these births, by 
means of some ccmnections of blood, or marriage, 
or pabonage. One should at first sight say, that 
this must be rather a heartless kind of drudgery ; 
but, such as it is, it is submitted to by a veiy 
great number of wdUedacatedand accomplished 
gentlemen, who not only keep each other in 
countenance with the rest of the world, but, what 
is much better, render this mode of life highly 
agreeable in itself. These persons craistitute the 
chief community of loungers and talker^ in Edin- 
burgh; and su(^ is the natural effect of theirown 
&niily cfHineetions, and the conventional kind 
of respect accorded to the name of their pro- 
fession, that their -influence may be considered as 
extending over almost the whole of the nortbem 
part of the jshmd. They make the nearest sp^ 
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proadi, of any claas (^mm now existing, to the 
modes of Templar-life described by Addisbn and 
Ste^ ; fait as to the Temfde wits and critics of 
our day, you know they are now sadly " shorn 
of their beams," and are, indeed, regarded by the 
ruling powers of the West-end— ^the ii ir rixu 
of Albemarle-street, &c. — as forming Uttle better 
than a sort of upper form of Ute Cockney-sdio(^ 
The chief wealth of the profession, however, 
if .not the chief honour, is jLodged with the attar- 
nies, or, as they are here, c^ed, the Wtitehi. Of 
Ithese there is such an abundfuice in tliis city, that 
I caiyiot for my life understand by what meads 
ihey all contrive to live ; andthose of them with 
wlipm I have become acquainted, I do assure 
you live-t!rell. They xe sub-divided into van-' 
ous classes, of which the highest is that of the 
"Writers or Clerks to the Signet, so called be- 
cat^ they alone harve the privilege' <^ drawing 
particular kinds of deeds, to which the king's 
ugnet is affixed. Even of these there are many 
hundreds in actual {nuctice at this momient, and 
many of them have realized large fortunes, and 
retired from business to enjoy the oHum cum dig- 
■mMe. It may be said, tl^^t ^ost every foot 
of Ifud in ^tlsnd pay? sootiething to the Wri- 
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ten to the Signet ; for there b acaroely an ettafa 
in Sartiand, the proprietor of which does not en- 
trutt the management of the whole of his aflUn 
tooneoftbeircBrder. The connection whidi ex- 
yta hetweoi them and the landed mterest is thad 
of the most intimate nature. Hie countiy gen- 
demcD of Scotland, 6om whatever causey are 
generally very much in ddM;. Their writa^ or, 
afttlurf «all Uiem> tbeii agents or doert, are of 
ncoessity aoquunted with the many secrets whidi 
tnfen in ilebt mii^t Iwre ; they are themsdTcs 
the bankers and auditors of thdr dients. In 
shorty wlien a gentleman changes his man <^ha~ 
mneWt his whfde affiurs must undergo a complete' 
revolutiMi cmd conTulnon ; and in Scotland, it 
is « much eader Unn^ to get rid <^ cote's wife, 
Ulan of dne's doer. 

I^ese adTocates and lidi writm may be oon- 
udcred as forming tiie n«c£nu of the society of 
!&^kilHii^h. Thesr conneddons v£ lorth and bn. 
riness Iniid than sodosdy with tiie landed gen- 
try, thai these last come to Edinburgh prind- 
' {Mdly in order to be in Iheir ncighbouihood ; 
thtee i^Ai draw vritfa them a put of the m^mr 
Hfo^lesiie, and the whole of the idle military men 
ivhb can nLficMrd it Of latieyeanalw. tfaegentiy 
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of «»ie of tbe nrathem English counties have 
iM^iln to come hittier, in preference to going to 
York at they used to do ; and out of all this med- 
ley of mat^ials, tbe actual mass of the society of 
EUinbuigfa Is fnined. I meui ihe winter socie- 
tj (^ Edinburgh ; for, in the summer montliB— 
that IB from April tUl Cfaristmw— the town is 
commonly deserted hy aU, except those who 
have ties <^ real business to connect them witii 
it. Nay, during a considerable portion of that 
tune, it loses, as I un informed, the greater part 
evien of its eminent lawyers, and has quite as 
gr»n and desdate an q)pearaiioe, as the fiishitni. 
able squares in London have about the felling of 
die leaf 

The medley <^pe&ple, thus brought together 
tin* a few months every year to inhabit a few 
titreets in this'afy, eannot ^Rird to s|dit their 
jbrces T«ry miimtely.'ao as to fonn many dififer- 
eHt'spheres of sodety, according to their o^dnionk 
of tiieir rriative rank and importance. It is now 
admitted everywhere, that no party is' wort^ 
the going to, tmless itl>e a crowded one -, tiow, it 
is n&k poasiUe to Sana a party lieare that shall be 
at tfaae select and crowded, ^e dough smd ^e 
Invert must go tc^etiber to make up tbe loaf. 
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and the wives of lords and lairds, and advocates, 
and writers, must be eonterited to dub their 
forces, if they are to produce any thing that de- 
serves the honourable name of a gqiteexe. 'Now 
and thMi, indeed, a peijson of the very in^beat 
importance, may by great. exertion succeed in 
foraning one exception to this rule. But the 
rule is in general a safe one ; and the Edinbui^ 
parties are in the main mixed parties — X do not 
mean that they are mixed in a way that renders 
them at all disagreeable, even to those who have 
been accustomed to the style of society in much 
greater capitals, but that they are mixed in a 
way of which no example is to be found in the 
parties of London, or indeed of any European 
capital, except the Paris of the present time. 
People visit each other in Edinburgh with all 
the appearance of cordial familiarity, who. if 
th^ lived in London, would imagine their dif- 
ference of rank to form an impassable barrio* 
against such intercourse. Now, although die 
effect may not amount to any tMng absolute- 
ly unpleasant, there is no question that this 
admission of persons not educated in the true 
drdes, must be seen and felt upon tiie general 
aspect of tbe society of Edinburgh, and that, up- 
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on the whole, this sodety is, in consequence of 
thdr admisuon, less elegant than might other- 
wise have been expected in the capital of audi a 
country as Scotland. • • • • 
Yoiur's very affectionately, 

P.M. 
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LETTER XIX. 



TO THE SAU£. 



Deak Aunt, 
HowEVEB composed and arranged, the routs 
and balls of this place are, during their season, 
piled upon each other with quite as much bustle 
and pQmp as these even of London. Every 
night, srane half a dozen ladies are ai home, 
and every thing that is in the wheel of fashion, 
is carried round, and thrown out in due course 
at the door of each of them. There is at least 
one regular ball every evening, and besides this, 
half of the routs are in ^eir waning hours trans- 
formed into carpet-dances, wherein quadrilles are 
peifinrmed in a very penseroso method to the 
music of the piano-forte. Upon the whole, how- 
ever, I am inclined to be <^ opinion, that even 
those who most assiduously frequent these mis- 
cellaueous assemblages are soon sickened, if they 
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durst but OHifess the truth, of the et^nal tQpe- 
tition of the same identical crowd displaying its 
noise and presaure under so many di^»«it nxA 
Fftr be it from me to suspect, tiiat there are not 
some fiices, of which no eye can grow/weiuy; 
but, in spite of all thdr lovelineM, I am c^taiidy 
<^ o{)ini(»i, that the impressicHi made by tiie 
bdles of Edinburgh would be more poirer&l, 
were it less frequmtly reiterated. AmMig the 
hundred young ladies, whc^e faces are exhibited 
in these pttties, a very small {n>oportion,of ooursi, 
can .have aay claims to that h^her Idnd of beau- 
ty» which, like the beauty of painting <ar Soulp' 
ture, must be gazed on £ta months or years be- 
fcxre .the whcde of its cfaann is understood s^ 
felt -as it ought to be^ To see every evraiii^, fer 
months in sucora8i<»i, the same moely pretty, 
or m«ely pleasii^ faces* is at the best a latiguhig 
buaness. One must soon become as fiiinitisr 
with the contour of every cheek, and the sweep 
of every ringlet, as one is with the beauties (»* 
defects of one's own near relatives. And if it 
be true, that defects in this way come to be less 
diMgreeable, it is no less true, per eonttn, thst 
beauties oHne to have less of tht natural pow<» 
of their iudnatium. 
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The effects of this unceasing flood <^ gaiety, 
tbm, are not periiaps so very favourable as might 
be expected to the great olgect of alt gaieties — 
tiie entrappuig of the unfortunate lords of tlie 
creati<Mi. But this is not fihe worst of the mat- 
ter. I am really very free from any very puri- 
tanical notions, in r^ard to the pleasures of hu- 
man life ; but I do sincerely, and in honest ear- 
nestness doubt, 'whether any good is gmned to 
the ref^ectable citizens of this town, by having 
dHdr wives and daughtra^ immersed, for so con- 
uderable a porticni of the year, in a perpetual 
round of amusements, so &tiguing to their bo- 
dies and thar minds, and so destructive, I should 
iBBTt 4^iiiuch of that quiet and innocent love of 
home and simple pleasures, in wMch the true 
(diarm of , the female character ought to consist^ 
and in, which its only true charm does at this 
moment consist in the opinion of all men of sense 
and feeling. It is a very pretty thing, no doubts 
to see fl young lady dressed with Parisian flowers 
and Parisian gauzes, and ailk sHppers and sn In- 
dian fan, and the whole kc of feshionaUe ar- 
ray : But I questi()n whether this be, after aD, the 
style in which a young man of any understand- 
ing sees a young lady with most danger to hii 
peace. It is very well that people in the more 
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quiet walks of life should not be ignorant of what 
goes on ammigthosetfaat are pleased to style them- 
sdvet their betters : But, I do think that this is 
rather too entire axadihottajide dxi mitiation into 
a train of existence, whieh is, hickily, as incon- 
»8tent with the permanent happinesi^ as it is 
with the permanent duties, of tiiose who cannot 
aiferd all their lives to be mere fine ladies. 

For myself, after living so quietly in Car- 
digan, I have been on tlie whole' much' pleased 
with the full and leisurely View I have now had 
even of this out-skirt of the beau-monde. I do 
not think matters have undergone any improve- 
ment since I last peeped into its precincts. The 
ladies are undoubtedly by no means so wi^- 
dressed as they were a few years ago, before 
these short waists and enormous tetes of flowers 
and ringlets were introduced from Paris. — There 
is, perhaps, no one line in the whole of the female 
Sorra, in Which there lies so much gracefulness as 
in the outline of the back. Now, that was seen as 
it ought to be a few years ago ; but now, every 
■woman in Britain looks as if her clothes were 
iiung about her heck by a peg. And then the 
truly Spartan exposure of the leg, which seems 
now to be in fashion, is, in my judgment, Ufe 
most unwise thing in the whole world; for any 
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penon can tell wdl Plough from the duijw of the 
foot anduide^whetbec the limbbeor-be not haad- 
gome; and what more would the ladies have? 
Moreover, the &^on has not been allowed to {gi- 
talin its ascendeiH^ wiAout evident detriment to 
the interests of the maj<»ity, for I have never yet 
been in «ay place wbere there wa« not itwte 
timbs that would gain by being ocHXetded, than 
by bdag exposed. But, in truth, even those 
who have the shape oCa. Diana, ttiay be assured 
that they are not, iu the main, gainers by «ttxaet- 
iag too mudt attmtion to some of their beautin. 
■ — I wonder that they do not recoHect nsd profit 
by the exquisite description of tiw Bride, bi Bi^ 
John Sudding's poem <rf the Wedding ;---— 

" Her feet beneath her pettkMit, 
I^ke little mice stole in and out, 
Ab if they fear'd the light" 

As for those, who, witii badshapes, nuikean m«- 
less display of their legs, I must own, I have no 
excuse tor tlwr folly. I know weU enougb, 
.that it is a very difficult thing to form aay pro- . 
fer opinion about one's ovnjitce ; because it is 
universally admitted that &ces, which have no 
regularity of feature, tnay often be ^ meie 
charming Uian those which havft, anel, of ooww, 
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&b8e who are siensU^ eikmgh to perceive, duct' 
their heads could not stand the test of sculpture,' 
(nay be very easily ptirdoned ibr believing, tiiat 
thdr «EpT8isivaiefi8 might still render them ad- 
mihiUe studies for a painter. But as to limls,— rl 
really am quite at a loss to conceive bow any. 
person should labour under the least difficulty 
in asosrtuiung, in the most e:^ct way, whether 
handsomeness may^ or may not, be predicated 
conceniing any ^en pair of legs or arms in ex- 
istence. Thfflr beauty is entirely that of Fonh,- 
and by looking over a few books of prints, or a 
few plaster-of-Faris casts, the dullest ^e in the 
w<»kl may learn, in the course of a single fexer- 
noon, to be almost as good a critic in calves and 
ancles as Canova hinudf. Yet nothing can be 
mOTe evident, than that the great majority (^ 
young ladies are most entirely devoid of any 
ideas concerning the beauty of Form, either iD 
themselves, or in others ; they nev^ take the 
trouble to examine any such tnatters minutely; 
but satisfy themselves with jud^ng by the ge- 
neral air and result. In regard to other people, 
this may do very well ; but it is a very bad plan 
with respect to themselves. 

Even you, my dear lady Johnes, are a perfect 
tyro in this branch of knowledge. I remember, 

VOL. I. r 
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only ^e but time I sow you, you ^tffixe {muB^g ' 
■mA ^ your tm^ Ae 1^ of ColMifel B— ^, 
IImk flitasy worthless things that kick as if 
tii^ ware bandaged witb ^len.n^rs &om di6 
bed to the knee. I beg you would hstk ftt the 
ApoHo Behndere, tiie Fi$|^tii^ Gladiator, aiid 
die Faraese Henmks. There axe CHily three 
handsome Jcmds ci )egB in the woBd, and in 
Ibese, you have a speamop of each of (he tbee 
—I spedc of gentLemen. As for y<Hu- own sex, 
the Venus is the only tnie model of fetnale fmai 
in existMiQe, and yet sndb is your onlp^le igne- 
^ce cf yoonielves, that I devoutly beliere afais 
Tffonld be pronounced a very chiiney |iason, 
Were ^e to oonue into the Aberystwitli ball- 
toom. Vpu may say what yoB friU, but I stiU 
assert, and I will prove it if yon please, by pen 
aod pendl, that, wiUi on^ pair of exceptions, die 
best i^ in Cardigan tsrp Mrs F— — 's. As for 

Miss J D_— _'s, I think they are fii^itiiiL 

• ? * - f * f 



f A great part of this letter ie omitted in the Second Edi- 
tion, in conaequence of the diepleasure its publication gave to 
certain individuals in Cardiganshire. I hope I need not say 
bow much I vas grieved, when I learned in what way some of 
ffae pasM^et had been re^u^cd by speral ladies, wlio hate 
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It u a gxeat mistake under which the Scotch 
pec^ Ue, in supposing themselves to be exc«i- 
lent dancers ; and yet one hears the mistake re- 
echoed by tiie mofit tensiUe, sedate, and dance- 
abhoning Fresbyteriani ooe meets with. If the 
test of good dancing were activity, there is in- 
deed no qveition, the northern beanx and beliea 
inigfat justly daim the pre-eminence over. their 
bntiuwxi and Asters of the south. In an Edinv 
burgh baU-^oom, thoe a[^>ear8 to be the same 
I»ide of bustle, the same glorying in muscular 
agitation and aleitijess — the same " sudor tm- 
MMWfjr," to use the poet's phrase, which used of old 
to distingtashtiie ^mrts of the Circiisw the Cam- 
pus Martinis. But this is all ;— the want of grace 
is. as ctmapicuous in Uieir performances, as the 
abundance of vigour. We desiderate the coup 
scious towerlike poiae-^-the easy, s^w, unfatigu- 
ing glide of the f^ pupils of D'EstainviUe. To 
say the truth, the ladies in Scodand dance in 



not a more lincere admirer than mjgelf. Ai for the gentle, 
■nan, who chose to take what J said of him in >o madi dudo 
geon, he will abterre, that I have allowed what I aaid to !«■ 
mtin exactly m ttatu quo, which I certainly should not have 
donei had he ex|ffei8«d his resentmeat in the proper monnert 
P.M, 
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common pretty much fflce our eomitry lasses at 
a tiarvest-iiome. They kiek'aiid pant as if tiie 
devil were in them ; and when they are young 
and pretty, it is undoubtedly no disagreeable 
t^Bg to foe a spectatOT of tiidr athletic display ; 
but I think they are very i^orant of dandngas 
a sdence. Comparativdy few of them manage 
their f^ well, and of these few what a very in- 
i^gnificant portion know any thing about that 
equally impcni^uit part of the art — rtie manage- 
ment of tJie arms. Arid then, how absurdly th^ 
tbrast out their shoulder-blades ! How they ne- 
glect the undulation of the back. Ctoe may com- 
pare liiem to fine masses of silver, the little, awk- 
ward workmanship Jbestowed on which nUrat 
takes from iJian adds to the natural beauty of 
Ae materials. As for the gentlemen, they seldom 
display even vigour and animation, unless tbey 
be hdf-cut — and they never disfday anythinf^ 
else. 

It is fsk, however, to mention, that in tfce true 
indigenous dances of the country, above all in the 
jeel {thp few times I have seen it), these defects 
-seem in a great measure to vani^, so that ambi^ 
tion and affectation are after all at the bottom of 
their bad' dandng in tjie present day, as well as of 
^heir bad writing. The quadrille, notwithstan^r 
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.can already go thttough naosl of its 'mEOiceuvres 
%^idiout having recourse to their fiina. But timr 
beaux continue certainly to pecibrm thtee n^v- 
fengled ev^utions, in a way'that would vaove 
the utmost splem of a Pariiian biitchen IVliat 
bi{^ lazy, dumsy, fellows one see% lumbering 
cautibufdy, on toies that should not be oallfid U^t 
and ftuitastic, but rathet h^vy and syllogtatic. 
It seems that there goes a vast deal of ratioelna- 
tion to detide upon the moves of thdr game. 

• The autdmatDn does not play ohess witK such ah 
«ir oflugubrious gravity. Of a surety^TerpBich^tfe 

' vraa upv& beftve worshipped by sodi a solemn 
set of devotees. One of our own gloomy WeMi 

. Jump^> could he be suddenly transported 
Among some 4e^ ^lat I have seen, woiild un- 
doubtedly imagine himself to be in a saltatoty 
prayer meeting ; and yet these good people .put 
tbem fitirly into a reel, can frisk it about with all 
possible demonstrations of hilarity. They ^- 
fer the quadrillei I Imt^^ne, upofa something of 
the same princdple whichleads a maid-sertant- to 

■ spend her two shillings oil a tragedy rather tlum 
on a oomedy. I could not help in Wy own mirid 
likening these dolotous pas seidf perfcnned in 
rotation by each of the quadrillers, and then sue- 
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ceeded by the more ciambrouB £sptay v£ Badnen 
in tbeir e^ne Ai^Unse, Sf. to the aocount 
which Mias Edgewtnrth gires us d Uie Ifuh 
hfie toake, wherein each of the counns chaunts a 
stave of lainaitati<ni, «o2d, and then the whole ge- 
neration of them jmn in the screaming treble of 
the choral ulululvA ! hu ! " Why did you leave 
thepotatoet?" " What ailed thee, Pat, with the 
butter-milk !" &c &c. &c. 

The kw/Ab has been even more unfortunate 
than the quadrille ; it is still entirely an exotic 
in ^e Nortb. Nor, in truth, am I mudi indined 
to find fault with the pr^odic^ wh^ have 
diedced the progiiesB of t^ itsdnating dance 
among the disdplcfi of John Knox and Andtvw 
Melville^ I re^y am of opinion, t^t it mi^t 
have been as wdl, had we of the Soutfi been 
equally shy of the iinportation. 

As ftr mysdf, I asfiUre yon, that ever nnoe I 
spent a week at Lady L — -t -'s, and saw tluwe 
great £Kt girls of hw's waltzing every ni^t with 
that odious Dr B- — -, I i^nnot enduee the 
vary name of the tbing. By tjbe way, I m^t tike 
other dsQT with a very iJioe poem, entitled. 
« WaltZ'—as A|»ostrc^tk Hymn, by Frauds 
Horaatt, Esq. ;" and as 1 think you have nevor 
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seen it, I shall tnoscaihe a few lines for your 
amtuement 



** Bmne on the breath of Hyperborean gales. 
From Hambwgb'a port (while Hamburgh yet had Mmlt) 
Ere yet unlucky Fame— <:ompelle)il to creep 
To snowy G^tteobargb — was chille4 to sleep ; . 
Or, starting from her dumben, deigned arioei 
Heligoland .' to stock thy mart with lies ; 
While unburot Moscow yet had aews to tend« 
Nor owed her fiery exit to a friend. 
She came— Waltz came and with her certain seta 
Of true despatches, and as true Gazettes; 
Then flamed of Austerlitz the blest despatdit 
Which Moniteur nor Morning Post can match ; 
And-— almost crushed beneath the glorious news, 
. Ten plays— and forty tales of Kotzebue's ; 
One enroy's letters, six composers' airs. 
And loads from Frankfort and from Leipsig fairs j 
Meiner's four volumes upon womankind. 
Like Lapland witches to «uure a wind ; 
Brupk's heaviest tome forballost, and, to back it, 
Of Heynfi, such as should not sink the packeL 

" Fraught with this cargo— and her fitireit freight 
Ddi^itfid Wt^ts, on tiptoe fpr ■ mate. 
The welcome ves^ reached the genial strand. 
And round her flocked the daughters of the land. 



Kot loTdwn ^lixote— when his Sancho thou^ 
Tlie knight's findango friskier than it ought; 
Not soft Herodias, when, with winnii^ tread. 
If er nimble feet danced off anotha's head. 
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Not Cln^UK SD ber gallfljr'i deq|^. 
Displayed to much o(Ug, or more otntck. 
Than thou, ambroiial Waltz, when first the moon 
Beheld thee twirling to ft Saxon tune I 

" To you— -ye husbands often years! whose browi 
Ache with the annual tributes of a spouse ; 
To you, of nine years less — who only bear 
The budding sprouts of those that you thall wear. 
With added ornaments around them rolled, 
Of native brass, or law-awarded gold ; 
To you— ye matrons, ever on the watch 
To mar a son's, or make a daughter's match ; 
To you — ye children of — whom chance accords, 
Ahvayt the ladies' and tometimes their lords'; 
To you — ye single gentlemen t who seek 
Torments for life^ or pleasures for a week ; 
As Love or Hymen your endeayouTs guide. 
To gain your own, or snatch another's bride : 
To one and all the lovely stranger came» 
And every ball-room echoes with her name. 

" ^dearlng Waltz — to thy more meltiifg tune 
Bow Irish jig— and ancient rigadoon j 
Scotch reels avaunt !— and country dance forego 
Tour ftiture claims to each fantastic toe j 
Waltz — Waltz — alone both arms and legfe demands, 
Liberri of feet— and lavish of her bands; 
Hands which may freely range in public sight. 
Where ne'er before — buU— pray ' put out the lighL' 
Methioks the glare of yonder chandelier 
Shines much too far — or I am much too near ; 
And true, though strange — Waltz wliispers thta ramric, 
* My slippery steps are safest in the dark.' 
But here the Muse with due debbmm haltsi 
And lends-her longest pettiec/at to ' Wiritz.* ■' '- 
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** OtMemiBt travallen 1 of evsry time* 
Ye iqoartOG ! published upon every clime i 
O ftay, shall dull Romaika's heavy round, 
Fandaogo'a wriggle, or Bolero's bound ; 
Can Egypt's Almas'— tantalizing groupe^ 
Columbia^ caperers to the warlike whoo^^ 
Can aught from cold Kamschatka to Cepe Hordi 
With Waltz compare, or after Waltz be borne ? 
Ah no ! from Morier's pages up to Galt'i, 
Each tourist pens a paragraph for ' Waltz.* 

" Shades of those belles, whose reigo began atjote. 
With George the Third's— «nd ended long before ; 
Though in your daughters' daughters yet you thrive, 
Burst from your lead, and be yourselves alive ! 
Back to the ball-room speed your spectred host) 
Fools' paradise is dull to that you lost ; 
No treacherous powder bids Conjecture quake> 
Ko stiff-starched stays make meddling fingers ache] 
(Transferred to those ambiguous thing* that ape 
Goats in their visage, women in their shape ;) 
Ko damsel &ints when rather closely pressed. 
But more caressing seems when most caressed ; 
Superfluous hartshorn and reviving salts. 
Both baniahed by the sovereign cordial ' Waltz.' 



Though gentle Genlis, in her strife with Stael^ ' 
Would e'en proscribe thee from a Paris ball ; 
Thee Fashion hails— from Countessea to Queens, 
And maids and valets waltz behind the scenes ; 
Wide and more wide thy witching circle spreads, 
And tum^— if nothing else^at least our heads ) 
With tbee e'en dumay cits attempt to bounce* 
And cockneys practise what they can't pronounce. 
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Gods ! how tbe glorious tbeme my stMia exalti, 

Aod rhyme finds partner rhyme in praise of' Wilts."* 

And now, my dear aunt» I have sxaeiy writ- 
tm to you, at the least, with mast dutiful fol- 
Dess. 

P.M. 
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to the eey. david williams. 

Deak Williaus, 

The fife I have led here has been such a 
strange mixture of all sorts of occupations, that 
were I to send you a lit^^ diaiy of my transac- 
ti(Hi8, 1 bdieve you would not feil to discover 
abundant room for doubting the authenticity of 
the M.S. I shall therefore reserve the fuU and 
entire history -of this part of my existence, till I 
may have opportunity of communicating it to 
you viva voce over a bottle of Binn D, and pro- 
ceed in the meantime, as I have been doing, to 
^ve you little glimpses and fragments of it, ex- 
actly in the order that pleases to suggest itself. 

In SmoUet's time, according to the inimitable 
and unquestionable authority of our cousin, 
Matthew Bramblfe, no stranger could sleep more 
than a single night in Edinburgh, with the pre- 
servation of any thing like an effectual incog- 
nito. In those days, as I'have already told you, 
the people all inhabited in the Old Town of 
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Edinburgh — packed toge&KSt, &xxaiy tbate & 
miij, for aught I know dan above clany in little 
more than one street, the houses of which lAiay, 
upon an average, be some dozen stories in hm^t. 
The aerial eleva^on, at which an immense pny- 
portion of these people had fixed their abodes, 
rendered it a matter of no trifling moment to aft< 
cend to them ; and a person in the least de-' 
gree affected with asthmi, m^ht as ;So(m have 
thought of mount^g the Jungfrau, as of paying 
regular devoirs to any of the faw cynosures of 
these vvtfr»T<t Jit/utTtt. The diffioulty of access, 
which thus prevented n^tmy fi-om undertaking 
iuiy ascents of the kind, was si^dent to prevent 
all those who did undertake them, &om entering 
rashly on their pilgrimages, ^o man tho^bt 
of mounting one of those gigantic, staircases, 
without previously ascertaining that tlie 'object 
of his intended visit was at home — ^unless it 
might be some Hannibal fresh from the High- 
lands, and accustomed, firom his youth upward^ to 
dance all his minuets on Argyle's bowling-gieeiL 
To seek out a stranger among a himdred or two 
sueh sbdrcases, was of course an undertaking 
beyond the patience even of a person who had 
. enjoyed such an education as this ; and so it be- 
came a matter of abscdute necesnty, that £dH' 
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burgh should possess scone body of dtdzens set 
ttpaift, and d£stined ah ovo, for dimbing stair- 
.cases, and carrying messages. 

{From this necessity, sprung the high lineage 
of " the Cadies of Auld Reekie." When I use 
the tford lineage, I do not mean to say that 
tibcdr trade ran iti their blood, or that the ca^i^s, 
as the Lake poet nngs, 

" To Bire {rom grandsire, and from sire to kid. 
Throughout thtii generatioiia, did pursue 
' With purpose) and hereditary lave. 
Moat Btedfast and unwavering, U)e same course 
Of labouTj not unpleasant, nor unpaid." 

The cadies bore more resemblance in this respect 
to the Janissaries and Mamelukes of Modeni] 
than to the hereditary hammermen, cook;:, phy- 
sicians, and priests of Ancient Bgypt. The breed 
of them was not kept up in the usual way, 

** By ordinutce ot matrimonial love ;" 

but 1^ continual levies of fresh recruits &om 
the same rugged wild?, wherein alone, the Ge- 
nua I^ti was supposed to retain sufficient vir 
jgour for the production of individuals, adapt- 
;ed for so aspiring a course of li&. £very year 
brought from the festnesses of Xiochaber and 
'Br^etfiaxt a new supply oi scions to be engrafted 
jxpan. the stock rooted hnmoveably in the heart 
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of Auld Reekie— SO that seascHi ^lei seasro^ Ute 
tree of the cadies, like that of Vir^ in^^ be 
said, 

" Mirari novu frondes et non sua poma." 

However |HV)dttced and sustained — whaterer 
might be the beauties or the blemishes of IlieBr 
pedigree — ^this race continued for many gen^ft- 
tions, to perform with the same zeal and success 
the same large variety of good offices to the <ati- 
zens of Edinburgh. The cadte presertbd amidst 
all his functions not a little of the air and aspect 
natural to him in his own paternal wildernesses : 

" A savage wildness round him hung. 

As of a dweller out of doors ; 
In his whole figure and hia inieit 
A savage diartcter whs seen. 

Of mountains and of dreary moors." 

He dimbed staircases with the same light and 
elastic spring which had been wont to carry him 
unfatigued to the brow of Cairngorm or Ben- 
lyeTis ; and he executed the commands of his 
employer pro tempore, whatever they might be, in 
the same spirit of unquestioning submission and 
thorough-going zeal, with which he had been 
taught from his infancy to obey the orders of Mac- 
eallamore* Gloigany, Gordon, Grant, or whoso- 
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ever the ehieftam of bis oliui m^t be. lu ord«r 
to qual^ hioi for the e&ovnse <^ this laborioiv 
fra£e6woa, it was tiecessary tbat the a^reiltice- 
cacUe diould make himself minutely faihiliar 
with every stair-case, evety house, every family, 
0Bd every individual in the city, and to one who 
had lud in this way a sound and accurate foun- 
dati<m of information, it could be no difficult 
matter to keep on a level with the slight flood of 
mutation, which the city and its population was 
at that period aocu8t<»ned to. The moment a 
stranger arrived in Edinburgh, his &ce was 
sure to attract the observation of soBie <^ this 
indefatigable tribe, and they knew no test till 
they had astxrt^ed his name, reudenoe, and 
ccndition — considearing it, indeed* as a sort of in- 
sult upm their body, that any mitn ^ould pre- 
sume to live within the bound} of their jurisdic- 
tion, and yet rem^ unpenetrated by the p^- 
^icacity of their unwearied eapUm^e. But why 
fdiotdd I say any more c^ this race ? — They ape 
now gathered to their fathers; and their deeds^ 
are they not written in the Book of the Expedi- 
tion of Humphrey Clinker ? 

Although, however, the origiti^ and regular 
fratamity no ItHigo: exists, and although, in- 
deed, thechange which has^ taken place, bodi in 
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the reridence and in tbe manners of the infaalnt- 
ants, has Tembred almost all shadow of pretence 
for the existence of any such fraternity— Edhi- 
burgh is still possessed of a species of men who 
retain tbe name, and, in so &r as the times per- 
mit, the Ainctions of the cadies. At the comer 
oi every street h usually to be seen a knot of 
tihese fellows' lounging on a wooden beilch in 
expectation of employment They are very 
busy in the evenings during the gay season of 
the year ; for they are exclusively the bear^ 
of the chairs which convey the beaux and belles 
from one rout and ball to another ; but even at 
that season, their mornings, for the most parl^ 
ire passed in a state of complete inaction. A 
pack of sorely blackened cards, or an old rotten 
bac1i:gammon board, furnishes a small proportion 
with something like occupation ; but the greaixr 
■part are contented with an inde&tigable dili- 
gence in the use of tobacco, which they seem to 
consume indifferently in all its 6hapes,-^smoklng, 
diewing, and snuffing, with apparently the same 
intensity of satis&ction. Whenever I pass one 
of those groups, my ears are, saluted with ao- 
pents, whidi the persons I usually walk with 
talk of as coarse and disgusting, but which sre 
ifiterestiiig at least, if not delightfiil, to me, he- 
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csuse'they; remind me most stsmigly of tho$e^ 
our awn natiTe . dialect. At first, indeed, the 
oBly reseml^ance I was sensible to, lay in tbe 
general music and lythm of th^ speedi; bi4, 
by dint of listening attentively on all oecasiooB, 
X 80(m begsai to pick up a few of tiidr woi:dB, 
isnd am now able, I flatter myself, to und^stand 
a ^eat part d£ thdr cBscourse. With a few va- 
rieties in the inflections, and some more striking 
variatifHis in the yqwel sounds, &e Gaelic is evi- 
dentfy the same language with our own. I do 
not mean merely, that it is ispruBg remotely 
from the same Celtic stem ; but that it is.en- 
(irdy of the .same structure in all essoitial re- 
spects, and bears, so far as I can jud^, a much 
nearer resemblance: to our tongue, than is say 
where else to be traced between the languages of 
peoples that have lived so.Iong asunder. I shall 
pay particular . attenii<m to this subject during 
my stay in Scotland, and doubt not I shall be 
able to. give you some very interesting 'details 
-when we meet. In the m^an time, I have -al- 
ready begun to read a little of the.Gaelic-OssiaD, 
not you may bdieve out of any reverence fca- its 
authenticity, but with a view to see what the 
written Gaelic is. Nothing can be more evi- 

VOL. I. Q. 
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doit titan its total inferiority to the Wdlb. It 
Ifl Vastly inferior in perspicuity, and immeasura- 
Uyin&riorinmdody; inshorivitbearsnomaiki 
c^ having undei^one/ as our language has done, 
tiie correcting, e(mdeiising, and polishii^ labonr 
ofaset of great^>oets and'histDrians. Theie de- 
fects are' still more apparmt in a ocdlection of 
Gaielic songs which I have seen, and wMdi I 
believe to be really antique. Hie wM and em- 
pasutmed tone of sentiment, however^ and the 
odd melandioly imagery of these eomposititws, 
lender them well worthy of. bong translated; 
and, indeed, Walter Scott has already doae this 
service fat some of the best of tfaem. But I have 
seen nothing that should enUfle them to share 
in anything like the high and devout adminu 
tion which we justiy give, and which all £u£ope 
Would give, had they the opportunity, to the su< 
blime and pathetic masterpieces of out own gxeat 
bards. I trust, David, you are not neglecting 
your truly grand and important undertaking. 
Co on, and {»08per ; and I doubt not, you will 
otmier the * highest lumour both on your eoim- 
try and yourself 



* Tbit refen to a great work on Webh Poetrjr fud Hiitoiy, 
n whidi Mr Wi)lian» ha* been engeged for ibme year^ and 
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The eadies, from whom I hare made tins di- 
gcesiaoa, have furnished me with anotJier,. and 
almost as interesting field of study, in quite a 
difPerent way. Their physiognomies are to me 
an inexhaustible fund of observation and enter- 
tainment. They are for the most part, as I have 
said, Highlanders by birth, but the experience of 
their Xxiwland lives has had the merit of tem- 
pering, in B v^y wond^ul manner, the mere 
mQuntameer parts of their aspect. A kind of 
wild stare, which the eyes retain from the keen 
and. bradng atmosphere of their native gl«is, is 
softened with an infusion of quiet urban shrewd- 
ness, often productive of a most diverting incon- 
sistency in the general effect of their counte- 
nances. I should eert^idy have supposed them, 
prima Jheie, to be the mo^ unprincapied set of 
men in the world ; but I am told their diaraoter 
Smc honesty, fiddity, and discretion, is such as to 
justnfy tbe most imphcit reliance in them. This, 
however, I by no means take as a complete 
proof of my being in the wrong. Hone8^,fide- 
li^, and discretion, are necessary to their em- 



which, when it h published, will, I doubt oot, create s greater 
■enaatioQ id Wales, than anything that has occurred since the 
destli of LlewellTD. 
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ployment, and suoxss ; and therefore I doubt not 
they are honest, faithful, and discreet, in all their 
dealings with thdr onployers. But I think it 
is not possible for fellows, with such faces' as 
tibese> to have any idea of moral obligatiian, be< 
yond what is inspired in this way by the imme- 
diate feeling of s'elf-interest ; and I hare, no 
donbt, that, with proper management, one might 
find on occasion an assassin, almost as easily as a 
pimp; among sudi a crew of grinning, smiling, 
cringing savages, as are at this moment assem- 
bled beneath my window. I am making a col- 
lection of drawings of all the most noted o£ these 
cadies, and I assure youy my sketch-book doe» 
/ not contain a ridier section than liiis will afibrd. 
You will be quite ^understruck to find what 
uniformity prevails in- the developemetlt of some 
of the leading organs Of these topping cadies. 
They are almost all remarkable foir projection of 
their eye-brows — ^the consequence <i£ the hixuii- 
ant manner in which their organs of observation 
have expanded themselves. At the top of thdr 
heads, the symbols of ambition, and love of 
praise, are singularly prominent. A kind of 
dogged pertinacity of character may be inferred 
from the knotty structure of the region behind 
their ears ; and the choleric temperament be- 
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trayed in their gestures, when among themselves, 
jnay probably be accounted for by the extraor- 
dinary developement of the organ of self-love, 
just above the nape of the neck — which circum- 
stance again is, no doubt, somewhat connected 
with the continual friction of burthens upon tha^ , 
delicate region. 

It is very ungrateful of me, however, to be 
saying anything disrespectful about a class of 
men, fix)m whom I have derived so much ad- 
vantage since my arrival in this place. When- 
ever a stranger does arrive, it is the custom that 
he enters into a kind of tacit compact with some 
of the body, who is to perform sXi little offices he 
may require during the continuance of his visit. 
I, myself, was particularly fortunate in falling 
into the hands of one whom I should take to be 
the cleverest cadie that at present treads the 
streets of Auld Reekie. 

His name is D d M'N , and, if one 

may take his word for it, he has gentle blood in 
his veins, being no less than " a bairn o* our 
chief himsell." Nor, indeed, do I see any reason 
to call this account of his pedigree in question, 
for Donald is broad of back, and stout of limb, 
and has, I think, not a little of the barbarian 
'kind of pride about the top of his forehead ; and 
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I hear, the Phylarchus with whom he claims 
kindred, led, in more respects than one, a very 
patriarchal sort of life. 
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TO THE AEV. DAVID WIX.LLA.UI. 



I SPENT an afternoon very pleasantly the 
other day at Dr B — — ' s, the same who is so ce- 
lebrated for his discoveries conconing lights 
his many inventions of optical iostrument»-~ 
and his masterly conduct of Uiat best of all 
works of the kind, the Edinburgh Encyclopce- 
dift. Dr B — ■ is still a young man, although 
one would scarcely suppose this to be the cas^ 
who, never having seen himself, should form his 
guess from considering what he has done. He 
cannot^ I should think, be above forty, if so 
much. Like most of the sdentlfic men in Edin- 
burgh, the doctor is quite a, man of the world in 
his manners; his countenance is a very mild 
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and agreeable one, and in his eyes, in particu- 
kr, there is a wonderful iinion of penetration 
and tenderness of expression. From his conver- 
sation, one would scarcely suspect that he had 
gone so deep into the hidden parts of science, 
fca- he displays a vast deal of information con- 
oeming the lighter kinds of literature, although, 
indeed, he does all this with a hesitative sort of 
manner, which probably bdongs to him as a 
man of abstruse science. It is, no doubt, mainly 
owing to this happy combination of accomplish- 
ments, that be has beai able to render his great 
work so much more truly of ail Encyclopaedic 
character, than any other which has beai pub- 
lished under the same name in our island. In « 
work of that kind, which cannot be finished 
without the co-operation of a vast variety of con- 
tributors continued throughout many successive 
years, it is quite obvious how much must de- 
pend on the superintending and arranging skiU 
and judgment of the editor. Now, it is a very 
rare thing indeed, to meet with a person of fine 
talents, who is alike a man of sdenee, and a man 
of literature ; and unless under the care of such 
a person, I do not see how an Encyclopedia can 
be conducted in such a way as to give equal sa- 
tisfiiction to both the great classes into which 
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readers of Encyclopaedias must necessarily be di- 
vided. All the othCT Encyclopedias published 
in this country, have been edited either by per- 
sons possessed of skill in one department only, 
and negligent of the rest, or, what is still worse, 
by persons alike destitute of skill in all depart- 
ments whatever — in other words, members <^ 
tile great corporation of charlatans. 

There were several very pleasant men of the 
party, and the conversation, both during dinn^, 
and afterwards, was extremely lively and agree- 
^le, as well as instructive ; but from the time 
we sat down, there was one face which attracted 
my attention in a way that I was quite at a loss 
to account for. I experienced, in looking at it, 
a strange and somewhat uncomfortable sort of 
feeling, of which you must often have been sen- 
sible, — as if I had seen the count^iance bef<»re, 
where, when, or how, it was impossiUe for me 
to recollect. At last, the gentieman who thus 
occupied my attention, happened, in talking to 

Dr B , to utter the word Freyberg, and the 

whole affair flashed across me as swift as lights 
ning. That single sound had opened a key to 
the whole mystery, and a moment after, I could 
not help wondering how I should have been at a 
loss. Some years ago (I shall not say how many,} 
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wben I was stronger, and more active than I aovf 
am, and capable of making longer excursions in 
ruder vdbides than I now venture upon in m; 
shandrydan, I remember to have travelled in 
the common post- waggon from Dresden to Leip- 
fiig. I bad gone on horseback quite through 
the Hartz, and passed from thence in the same 
manuCT all up the delightful banks of the £lb^ 
from Magdeburg to the Saxon Switzerland, I 
then sold my horse, (much ihe worse for the 
wear I had given him,) and was making the 
best of my way towards the west, in that most 
eoarse, and most jumUing of all machines, 

" The neat poaU'waggmi tzotliDg in." 

We had got as far as within a single stage of 
Leipzig, when a little adventure befd.us, whicl^ 
till this face recalled it, I had, for years, as ut- 
terly forgotten as if it never had occurred. We 
were just about to enter a village, (I cannot re- 
collect its name,) when our vehicle was surround- 
ed by a party of mounted gens-d'armes, and .^ 
.fierce-looldng fellow, thrusting his mustachio 
at)d his pipe into the window, commanded the 
whole party to come out and shew ourselves. A 
ternblemurder,he said,hadbeen committed some- 
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where by a Jew — a watchman, I think, of Koen- 
ingsb^g, and he had ereiy occasirai to beli^v-e, 
that the murdeicr had Wt Dresden that morn- 
ing in one of the post- waggons. After we had 
all' complied with his order, and dislo^ed our- 

' selves ixom the pillar of tobacco-smoke in wMch 
we sat envelf^ed, tbEre were two of the com- 

. pany on whom our ke^er seemed to look with 
eyes of peculiar suspidon. I myself was on^ 
and the other was a thin, dark-complexioned, and 
melancholy-looking young man, whom, till this 
moment, I had not remarked ; for of the six 
bencbes swung across the waggon, I had sate 
upon the one nearest tiie &ont, and he on tbat 
nearest the rear. I had allowed my beard to 
grow upon my upper Up, and I believe looked as 
swarthy as any Jew ever did; but my scanty al- 
lowance, of nose would have alone satisfied a 
more skilful physiognomist, that I could not be 
the guilty man. The other had somewhat the 
same cast in that feature, and he wore no mils- 
tadiio, but his hair seemed to he of the genuine 
Israelitish jet — and the gens-d'armes were posi- 
tive that one or other of us must be the mur- 
derer. I spoke German with fluency, and with 
a pretty just accent, and made a statement 
for myseLf, which seem^ to Remove sometJiing 
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of the suspidon from me. The other deliver- 
ed faims^ with more hesitation, and with an 
accent, which, whatever it might be, was evi- 
dently not Saxon, and therefore the Hussar 
seemed to take it for granted that it was Jewish, 
imperfectly concealed. At last, after a good 
deal of discussion, we were both taken to the 
Amt-house, where the magistrate of the village 
sat in readiness to decide on the merits of our 
case. The drcumstances which had determined 
the chief suspidon of the officers, appeared to 
wdgh in the same manner on the mind of the 
magistrate, and, at the end of the examination 
which ensued of our persons and our papers, it 
was announced, that I might proceed on my 
journey, but that the other must be contented 
to remain where he was, till his passport should 
be sent back to Dresdai for the examination of 
the police. Upon this, my fellow-traveller lost 
temper, and began to complmn most bitterly of 
the inconvenience to which such a delay would 
expose him. He was on his way, he said, to 
Freyberg, where he had already studied one 
year under tbfe celebrated Werner, as his passr 
port testified, and he had particular reasons for 
being anxious to reach his university before a 
certain day in the following week. The ma- 
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^btcate* who was a very mild-looking pawn, 
seemed to consider with himself for a moment, 
and then said, " A thought strikes me — the son 
of our clergyman has studied at Freyberg, and. 
if you have really been there, sir, it is probable 
he may reojgnize you." My companion had 
no objections to an experiment, which at least 
could not place him in a worse situation than 
that in which he was — and in a few minutes 
the son of the clergyman made his appearance. 
I remonber as distinctly as if the thing had oc- 
curred only yesterday, the expression c^ delight 
which illuminated the counten^mce of the accu- 
sed, when this person declared that he recollect- 
ed him perfectly at Freyberg, and that he had 
heard Professor Werner speak of him as a 
young Scotchman who gave infinite promise of 
being distinguished in the study of mineralogy. 
This removed every difficulty, and the magi- 
strate, with many apolo^es, gave us permission 
to take our seats in the post-waggon. The dis- 
tuice of our positions in the vehicle rendered it 
impossible for me to exidiange more than a very 
few words with my fellow-sufferer, after we be- 
gan to move, although, having discovered him to 
be my countryman, I was sufficiently inclined 
to enter into conversation. It was late at night 
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before we arrived at Leipsig ; and, as I remain- 
ed there for a day or two, while he passed oa 
witiiout stopping to Freyberg, we had no inr- 
ther opportunity of communicati<m. . In ^ort, 
I had nevOT seen Uie &ce firom that time till 
now ; but I felt assured, that, in spite of the 
years which had mtervened, I could not be mis- 
taken, and here was the very gentleman at the 

table of DrB . 

In the coiu^e of a few minutes, I heard tum 
addressed by the name of J , and immedi- 
ately conjectured that he might probably be the 
well-known Professor of Natural History, whose 
System of Mineralogy you have often serai on my 
table. This turned out to be the case ; and, af- 
ter a second bottle had somewhat diminished 
our ceremony, I had a pleasure in recalling to 
him the story of the murdnous Jew, and so of 
commendng (for it could scarcely be called re- 
newing). an acquaintance with one fr<»ii whose 
works I had received so much information fmd 
advantage. After the Doctor's company dis- 
persed themselves, I walked along Prinee's-Street 
with Professor J——, and he invited me to call 
on him next day, and see his museum — an invi- 
tation which you, who know my propensitiefl, 
will not suspect me of declining. He also of^r- 
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ed to shew me the collection of miBeritlc^ be- 
longing to the University, of which I had heard 
a great deal I went yesterday, and it is, un- 
doubtedly, a very superb collection. It is i^ 
great value, and admirably arranged ; and the 
external characters of minerals, particularly those 
derived from colours, are finely illustrated by an 
extensive series of the most valuable spedmens 
arranged according to the system made use of 
by Wwner. 

Professor J ■ is chiefly known to the world 

as a mineralogist, and in this character he cer- 
tainly stands entirely without a rival in his own 
country ; and when we consider that his system 
of mineralogy has been adopted by a celebrated 
FrenchuHin, as the text-book to bis own lectures 
in Paris, we may fairly conclude, irom the pre- 
ference shown by so competent a judge, that the 
knowledge and ability displayed in that work, 
roider it at least equal to the most approved 
puldicaticms of the eontinental authors. But it 
is not his intimate acquaintance with minera- 
logy^ alcme, which renders Mr J— - ■ so capable 
of doing honour to the cbur wUdi he holds. 
He is also greatly v»scd in zoology, and, what is 
of great importance in these times, seems much 
inclined to indulge in those more geneqd and 
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philosophical views of that science, whidt the 
study of Domehelature and dassification has wdl- 
nigh banished from the remembrance of most <£ 
bis brethren in the south. ' A residence of many 
years in dififerent parts of the continent, and^^in 
particular, a perfeet knowledge of the German 
tongiie, whidi he acquired -duiing his stay at 
.Freyberg, haofe opened to him many sources of 
infijrmation, frora wluch he continues to derive 
infinite advantage ; and, at a time when, from 
theextent and- multiplicity of his hbours inmi- 
neralogy, one might 'natuEally suppote his att^ir 
lion to.be entirely eogrbssed by that staudy, bis 
pnpils, I am assured, find Mm,<Mi every occasion 
both aide and wUIing to insttut^ them regarding 
all therecent and m.ostimpctttacit discoveries and 
improvements in the o^r branches of u^ml 
sdence. 

/ llieprofessor delivers his lectures both during 
the winter and summer season, and he divides 
his course into five great branches : Meteorology 
— ^Hydrography — Mineralogy — a Sketch of the 
Philosophy of Botany, suffident to enable his 
pupils to und^^tand the relations which subsist 
between that sdence and a complete history <^ 
the inorgaaic parts of the globe — and, lastly, 
Zoology. The first of ^ese divisions is rendo*- 
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«d partkKJaily intevestb^. 1^ die nunAer «ad 
Wiety «f «id30iu ^^Dts wtdch -are «oUeate<» Hn4 
&e meve ao, as tibereare scarcely any good tiooks 
wriM^i professedly on the subject In tnitfa, I 
^oiild liiink tiK wtible sdence of Nstufal iS»- 
tory, &8 « popc^ branch of edvcation, w 'likdy 
to mflume a new aspect undar the 'auspices «f 
Ais -ingenious and iodefatigid^ man, 9Jonr> 
that idl the known &ct8 «f Minendogy are to 
lum *' &n)i]iar as household wtnrds^ ^ ^vill katTf 
it in his power -to devote more of Ins jrfitentloq 
t» the v^ous lH»i(Aie3 of Zofdogy, n^iSdi fai* 
tiierto, as he says very candidly, he has not liad 
eal^ar leisare or opportunity to discuss and iSus< 
tnvte, as ^ kidinations would lead him to^do, 
The same aout^Kss wfaii^ has enabled faim so 
«om}^etely to overcome aU the diiBmlties s£}i» 
own favottiite department, w^ ere long, I doubt 
not, elevate 9iim to the iirst xank among th^ 
zoologists of Britaui ; <and be will soon have the 
hoBourable sirtufaction of RUtituting x scbcxri of 
)latural if-Vtory ia the Dortfaera metnpoli^ 
which may long remain uorivaUed in any odier 
counfty. 1^8 desiraUe object I am iit^py te 
Sesm, -he is now ^ely to aoeomplisk more ttuly 
imd speedHy than- he could befi»ehara expected 
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by meuu of a most valiiable and interesting a^ ~ 
qiwtioQ, wliieh is About to lie obtaiki^ by the 
Unlv^rriiy. Tbe fine oal»&et of M. Diifreme of 
the Jardjn dfs Flantes, so well known and de- 
aovedly admired by all the Parisian s^Tants, 
has juat been purchaged for tiie public Mu' 
seum. Tbis, 'with c^tatn additions to be pro* 
cured at the approac^ng sale of Mr BullocJc's^ 
extw&ive collections, when combined with the 
grertt tpeasures which the Univ^sify already 
po(aeuea> wiU certainly fottn by &r the most - 
magnifionit MoseUm of ^tural Histcffy in Bri 
taiA. 

Sutdi is the general view I have beoi aUe to 
ibrm:<rf'tiie actud state of the sideace, under 
this oelelnrated professoh t'rom various convoy 
aations, however, with himself, Dr B -- - , and 
some of- the ymuig gentlem^i who attend the 
profiiflsrar's lectures, I am sorry t6 hear, that, on 
the wbol^ tbe sciMice of Natural Histdry n^ 
ther has been, n«-is, titivated tbrou^iOut Scot- 
lahdf with any degree of zeal corresponding t6 
the opportunity wbidi the country affinds.' Its 
natural advantages are ixr iSuperior, in most re- 
speeta, to tbose of the sister kingdom ; and the 
titustion ti Kdinbdrgfa, in par^ular, may be 
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jusdy regarded as more fiivourable Uun mj in 
the island for tbe pursuit of tlus delightfUl stu- 
dy. Indeed, it wonld not be easy to determine, 
why a higher state of adrancemoit has not been 
attuned; and the difficulty is much increased 
when we cmisider, that, in addition to the great 
facility which this most picturesque district af- 
fords for the practical pursuit o£ the science, the 
Frofesaorship of Natural History has already 
been held for several years by tbe assiduous and 
intelligent gentleman, of whom I have spoken so 
much. 

I am inclined to attribute this to the joint 
operation of a great numba of causes ; but I. 

observe, that Professor J himself considers 

the too engrossing influence of the law as bdng 
the most immediate and efiectuid of all the 
dampers under which his finrourite study has so 
long languished. Most of the young men of thta 
dty are tnuoed up ^tber as barristers or attw- 
nies] and it very unfortunately happens, that 
all more liboal pursuits, (both classical and 
sdentifif^j so far from bong much respected or 
held in estimation by these classes of men, are, 
for the most part, regarded as quite InconniUnt 
with ft di^gent discharge of their professional 
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duties and functions. Fn&ssor J infonas 

nae^ that thnse-fourths of the students nlk) at- 
tend hk lectures, are strangers and students aS 
inediciiie> chiefly EngUsb. Those of the bat 
mattiioned &cuity, who are indigenous to Scot- 
land, hare, till very lately at least, eith^ procu- 
.1«d aj^mntments in r^ments ;stationed in fo- 
reign quarters, or retired to i^st^t comas of 
the country, where the aitire absence of bociks, 
and the kborions and unsettled life enjoyed, ot 
ratiier endured, by rural practitioners, have beoi 
more than sufficient to extinguish every spark of 
-sdenQc, Tvluch might have been kindled in iheii 
\ha6osm during their attendance at the UniTersi- 
ty. And thu8^ though very great and in^easing 
benefits are derived by the students of this science 
in Edinburgh, from the zeal and talents of Fio- 
fewcr J——, and other causes, it would seem 
that the sdence niust, fra* a considerable tjme, 
look for its best fruits in the south. Z rejoice to 
find that the English studoits who resort to this 
placet are duly impressed with a sense of the ad- 
vantages whidi they enjoy. 

I dined with Professor J—— yesterday, with 
a small party of his most distinguished puials. 
Among these there wafl one whom the Fzofo- 
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sor particularly introdut«d me to — a Mr J^mes 
t V -n, brother to the poet. This young 
gendeman follows the profession of a Writer 
to the Signet, (which, as I have told you, is 
the name for the hi^est class of attcanies 
in Edinburgh) ; but forms, as Mr J ■ as- 
sured me, a brilliant exception to the neglect 
with which matters of science are comm<»>ly 
treated by the members of the profession. He 
is very young — many years junior to his more 
celebrated iHother, and no casual observer would 
suspect them to be of the same family. I 
have already described to you the exterior of 
the poet; James is a thin, pale, slender, con- 
templative-looking person, with hair of rather a 
dark colour, and extremely short-sighted. la 
his mannas also, he is as different as possiUe 
from his brother ; his voice is low, and ' his 
whole demeanour as still as can be imafpned; 
In conversation he attempts no kind of display ; 
but seems to possess a very peculiar vein of dry 
humour, which renders him extrem^y diverting. 
Notwithstanding all these differences, however, 
I could easily trace a great similarity in the oon- 
struction of the bones of their two faces ; and, 
indeed, there is nothing more easy to ima^^ne, 
than that, with much of the sameori^nal powers 
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and propemities, some casual enough drcum- 
stances may have been suffident to dedde, that 
the one of the brothers should be a poet, and the 
oUier a naturalist. The parts of the science of 
which Mr James W — ■ n is fondest, are Orni- 
thology and Entomology — studies so delightful 
to every true lover of nature, that, I suspect, 
th^ are, in some measure, practically ^miliar to 
every poet who excels in depicting tiie manifes- 
tations, and in tradng the spirit of beauty in the 
external universe. Professor J - , indeed, in- 
formed me, that his young friend is, in truth, no 
less a poet than a naturalist — that he possesses a 
fine genius for versification, and has already pub- 
lished several little pieces of exquisite beauty, 
although he has not ventured to give bis name 
akaig with them. 

On leaving the professor's, Mr W n and I 

adjourned to this house (where, by the way, Mr 
Oman enjoys very little of my company,) and 
had a quiet bowl of punch together, and a great 
deal of conversation respecting subjects connect- 
ed with the science in which he so greatly exoek, 
and for which 1 myself, albeit, nothing of m 
adq>t, have long entertained a special partiality. 
AmcMig other topics, the brumal retreat of the 
•waHow was bandied at considerable length. Mr 
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W ^n I find ratber inclined to that thepty, 

which would represent Africa as- the principal 
winter-depot of at least several of the spedes — 
the HirundOf.Apus, uid Rustica, in partiailar ; 
and he adduced, in confirmation of this, a pas- 
sage from Herodotus, which I had never before 
heard pointed out with a view to this subject — 
according to which, one kind of swallow (from 
the description, he seemed to suppose it must 
be the Swift,) remains in Egypt throitghout the 
whole year — />' m«t wth vk arsxuxvrt, I have 
never, indeed, met with any man who seemed 
to possess a greater power of illustrating sub- 
jects of natural history, by quotations from 
writers of all kinds, and in particular from the 
poets. Milton and Wordsworth, above all, he 
appears to have completely by heart ; and it 
was wonderfully delightful to me to hear mat- 
ters, which are commonly discussed in the driest 
of all possible methods, treated of in so graceful 
a manner by one who is so much skilled in 
them. Nothing could be more refreshing than 
to hear some minute details about birds and 
iniects, interrupted and illuminated by a frag- 
ment of grand melancholy music from the Para- 
dise Lost, or the Excursion. 

I shall have occasion to say a grea;t deal more 
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to ydu. both about Profesaor J--—- and his 
youBg firiend. 

Mealitiine* bdiere tne ever 

Moat affectionately your^, 

P.M. 
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LETTER XXII. 

TO TH£ BSV. DATlD WUXIAIU. 
DeAS DATIDi 

I BSLitVE I htfre already hinted to you> fliat 
the atudaits in tfak XJniTenity are Very -fond of 
I>ebatiiig Societies, and, indeed, the nature dT 
th»r favourite studies might prepare one abtui' 
0ahtly to find it so. Tb^ inhale the very atmos- 
|4iere of doubt, and it is in the course of nature 
that they should exhale the very tffeath of diqtu- 
tatim. Tbeyarealwayseithemctuallystrugglihg, 
vi e< armigt to get over some quagmire or an- 
other, ca-, aRer establi^iing themselves once more 
bn what they conceive to be a portion of the 
Terra Finna, &lHiig out among themsielves, whidi 
of the troop had picked his way along the neat- 
est set of stepjnng-stones, or made his leap &om 
the firmest knot of ru^^s. Before they have 
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settled this mighty quarrel, it is possible thej 
may b^in to feel the ground giving way be- 
neath their feet, and are all equally reduced 
once again to hop, stride, and scramble, as th^ 
best may for themselves. 

The first of the institutions, however, which I 
visited, is supposed to be frequented by persons 
who have already somewhat Vllayed their early 
frarvour for disputation, by two or three years' 
attendance upon Debating Societies, of an infe- 
rior and of a far more ephem^al character. 
While he attend the preelections of the Profes- 
sor of Logic, the student aspires to distinguish 
himself in a dub, constituted chiefly or entirely 
of members of that doss. The students of Ethics 
and of Physics are, in like manner, provided 
with separate rooms, in whidi they canvass at 
night the doctrines they have heard promulga- 
ted in the lecture of the morning. It is not till 
all this apprenticeship of discipline has been re^ 
gularly gone through, that the juvenile philoso^ 
pber ventures to draw up a peritipn, addressed 
to the president and members of the Speculative 
Sodety of Edinburgh, which humbly sheweth 
£)rtb, that he would fain be p€^rmitted to give 
to his polemical and oratorial Acuities the last 
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finish of sharpness and elegance* under the bigfa 
aus^ces of their venerable body. 

Without sending in such a petition as this* 
and being admitted formally a member of ttw 
Society, it is not possible to be present at one of 
their meetings. These sages wHl scarcdy aJtow 
a poor passing stranger to catch even one lude- 
long odour of their wisdom. No— -itisrieceft- 
tary to assume the regular garb of the initiated, 
before these Hieropbants will expand the gatte 
of their Ady tus, and reveal to you the in^iring 
glories of Uieir mysteries. Although I oould 
not help feeling some qualmish suspicions^ that 
this arrangement might, in part at least, have 
been dictated by a due reverence for the old 
maxim, omne ignotvm pro magn^lco, yet the way 
in whidi I heard the Society spoken of, by per- 
sons for whose opinion I could not but entertain 
a high respect, and the curiosity which I ca- 
tainly felt, to witness for myself all possible ma- 
nifestation of the rising, genius of Scotland, were 
enough to counter-balance any little s^uples I 
might have, uid I resolved, since less might not 
aVEuI, to affix the name of Peter Morris, M. D. 
to the T^ular formula of supplication.- It was 

attested by Mr , who is an honorary mem. 

ber of the Society, and by his nephew, a young 
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ntati o£ oaaAhniiAe promise. , that t^ saidPdeB 
MorriSf M. D., wM^ia their judgcoent, possess- 
ed ti fluck a measuDe c£ leonimg^ asd alxiity, as 
iHtl^ justify the Soeiety in a^nitting hiin inta 
iStt^ boson; wd ^W the uausi jeeasemonies o£ 
4ni^ delay* exanmiation, and paB^^iit, the 
swhi Feter was baJJotted fw and sdaoitted as 
afoesaid. I zathei grudged a fee of three giii^ 
peaj^ which, I was ^ven to understand^ formed 
weasdutial pr^sninaiy to my taking my aeot ; 
but, however, as I h^ been pretty fortunate aft 
too the evmng before* I did not allow tjiis to 
fiamaa;^ lasting impedJEBoent to my htmoura. Aa 
the t>oet sings,— 

. " I pnxe not treasure for itself 
But what it can procure; 
Go hang, said I, the ptdtxy pelf 
Would keep the sgiiit poot." 

So I paid my three guineas, and prepared to 
make my appearance, next Tuesday evening., . 
For the sake of being near the scene of action* 
I agreed to the proposal of the gentlemen who 
bad recommended me to the society, viz. to.ha- 
ving a snug dinner with one or two friends in 
addition* in a tavern immediately -adjtoning^ 
The name of the bouse is the Lwd Nelson, and 
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It is kept 1^ an Englishman, one Barclay. We 
went at half past four, in order that we mi^t 
•have lime to dru& our bottle ooB^ortably be- 
fore the meeting ; and I assm*e you, t have very 
seldom oijoyed either a better dinner or a bettw 
bottle. There is an ordinary in the house every 
day at that very h(Hir, which is attended, Eis t 
' w^ informed, by a eonsideraUe number of stu- 
dents, besides a host of bagmmi, and other 'tttt- 
vellers of aXL descriptiGns, and many hsilf.paty 
'offioers of the naval, military, and, above ay, of 
the medicad estabUEhmente. We had a glimpse 
of thran and their dinner, enpcuaant, and I pro- 
mise you both made a very joyous appearance. 
As for OS, we dined apart in a room of v«y 
magnificent proportions, which, of old, it seems, 
favd faeen the dining-'TOom of a c^brated l^si- 
dent of the Court n^ Session ; a k^ faall^ with 
a rich ceiling in the French style <^ stucco wdik, 
and decorated at one extremity with a btige 
portrut of the Hero whose name the tavern 
bears — evidently a genuine production of the 
sign-^post school. The princely size (^tbefodm, 
however,Bnd elevati(ni of the loof, were sufficient 
to give the whole aAkir an ur of gentility, and 
eveii of splendour, such as is not often to be met 
.with in a house of this descripticm. I don^ 
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know whether your comfort is so much affected . 
by accesscnies c^ this sort as mine are ; but I do 
at all times enjoy a dinner tenfold, when it is 
kerved up in a room of airy and stately dimen- 
sions. The.liire in itself was very excellent, 
We had a dish of MuUieatawny, and some cod's- 
bead and shrimp-sauce — superior corned beef» 
and a boiled turkey — a haricot — a pigeon-pie 
and macaroni— all for balf-a-crown a-head, being 
only a nxpence more than the charge at the or- 
dinary. But tome, thegreatestluxury was some 
very fine draught-pOTter, the first I have met 
with since I came to Scotland,, for the people of 
this place in general drink all their mah-liquor 
bottled— but the landlord of the Kelson is an 
Englishman, and knows better. After finishing 
a bottle of Madeira, we had ,some very fair Port, 
which we chose to drink mulled, being assured 
that Mrs Barclay piques herself upon her sden- 
tlfic' use of spices in that kind of preparation. 
The skill of our hostess gave us entire satisfac- 
tion, and we kept her at work pretty closely till 
seven o^cIock. Being so very agreeably seated 
and entertfuned, I could scarcely think of remo- 
ving at so very extraordinary an hour, and 
dropped a modest hint that the Speculative 
might be advantageously deferred till another 
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(^^portunity ; but my objections were ovar-ruled 
I^ xAy companions. I insisted^ however, that 
we should, at least, comg back after the debate, 
to enjoy an epilogue in the sapie taste with oqr ~ 
prologue, — an idea which appeared to meet tbe 
wishes of the company, and was indeed agreed 
to per acclaauUionem. 

The Speculative Society is th& only institu- 
tion of the kind, whose existence is acknowled- 
ged In a formal manner by the University. It 
forms a part of the system, and, as such, is pro- 
vided, with chambers within the College— ad- 
vantages which are, no doubt, owing to the high 
reputation the Society has at particular times 
enjoyed. At the present time, as it happens, 
tbe alterations and improvements which are gor 
ing on within the University buildings, have 
dislodged the Society from their old chambais, 
and the new and more splendid accommodations 
deugned for them, are not quite in readiness for 
their reception. Their temporary place of meet- 
ing is in the hall of tbe Theological Frofessoiv* 
a low-roofed, ds:k,mean-looklng place, surround- 
ed with shelves groaning under Dutch and Pu- 
ritanical Divinity ; and here it was that I ba4 
the honour of being introduced to them. 



:dbvGoogIe 



S<8 SfECOtATPTE SOCtETY. 

tUgfat Opposite to the door at wMdi we enter- 
ed, in a huge elbow-duHT, or ntiier palpit— froff 
niach the Fn^eesor of IMvimty is, no doabt, ae- 
cuBtomed to expound the mysteries of Ct^vmisin, 
— «nd, with an air of gra>Te d^nity, wMdi any 
professor mi^t be hf^py to equal, sate a pale 
snub-nosed young gentlem^, with a hranmer In 
Im hands the President (primd^^xeie) €jf the Spe- 
culatirc Sodety. His eyes half-ehut, as if to 
CKclude the distracting dKtele of the taliow can- 
dles that Mazed close before him ; his ri^t hand 
on his hammer, and his 1^ supporting v/Hh 
two of its fingers the weight of meditation lod- 
ged widiin his for^ead.; his lips compressed 
witA ibe firmness of consdoi£ authority, and 
his whc^ attitude, as it were, instinct with &e 
ray sjnrit of his station, completed a picture, 
wUdi, I should suppose, might have t»vduoed 
no trifling ^ect on tbe nerves of an intrant 
'vaore juvenile than myself. Even <m me, the 
" Vultus sed^tis tyranni" was not entirdy 
lost, and { confess I was glad when I feund Uutt 
I had finrly seated mysdf in a dark and remote 
comer oi the room, without attracting any of 
(lis attention. . 
, Immediately under this imposing figure mi^ 
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be d^med the less awful, but no leas important 
face and figure of the secretary, who was em- 
ployed at this moment in calling over the names. 
of the members, according to their position iO: 
the muster-roll of the Society. Around a green 
table, at the head of which Mr Secretary was 
placed, a few of the more grave and dignified- 
looking members were accommodated with cane- . 
backed chairs ; whUe, on either side, the kumilior 
caterva occupied some rows of narrow wooden 
benches, which rise one above another out of the 
area of the apartment. All together there was 
an appearance of expectation and preparation, 
both in their arrangement and in their counte- 
nances, which could not fail to excite a consider- 
able degree of attention and respect. . , 
In general, they seemed to be very young 
men, the majority of them, I dare say, not above 
twenty ; but here and t^ere might be seen a 
few persons of somewhat maturer'age in the 

midst of them. These, as Mr in ormed 

me, are, for the most part, incipient advocates— 
willing,IpreBume,to exercise their lungs here, be- 
cause they have less opportunity than they could 
wish of exercising them elsewhere — and not, per- 
adventurej without hc^, that the fame acquired 
and sustained by them among their brethren of 
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tlie Speculative, may tend to procure them re». 
dier access to a more lucrative species of reputa- 
tion elsewhere. I thought 1 could see in some 
of the feces of these gentlemen, an air of peculiar 
suavity and gradousness, as if tiiey were willing 
to have something of the credit of condesoenuon 
to keep them in countenance with themselves 
and their neighbours. One gentleman, much 
older than any of these, occupied a place dose 
by the table, with a mild and patemd look of 

protection. On asking Mr , who this was, 

I learned that Mr W . (for that is his name) 

had long been 'treasurer of the Society, and 
had, in the coiu-se of his life, conferred upon its 
members, both in their individual and corporate 
capacity, so -many important fevours, that it is 
no wonder he should have iti^med a warm at- 
tachment to all their interests, and should take 
a sincere pleasure in coming regularly to be a 
witness of their exertions. It is easy to imagine 
the impression, which long custom, and the con- 
sdousness of having done good, may have been 
sufficient to make upon a person of benevolent 
dispositions, such, as I am informed, are tiiose (^ 

Mr W . 

By and by, the catalogue being finished, and 
some minor ceremonies duly performed, one c^ 
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tiie youDg gentlemen stepped firom his [daoe, 
and ascending to a small tribmie on tbe left 
hand of the President, began to read aloud from 
a MS. which he held in his hand. It is the cus- 
tom, it seems, that the business of the Society is 
always opened by an essay from one of the mem- 
bers, and the person, whose turn it was to mi- 
nister in this way to their edification, had al- 
ready announced, as the title of his discourse— 
" A few Considerations on the "^Policy of the 
Com-BiU." . I listened for some minutes to what 
be s^d ; but soon perceived, that the whole of 
his merits amounted to nothing more than ha* 
ving tran^ted from bad into worse English, a 
treatise on the same subject in the Edinburgh 
Review ; so I amused myself during the rest of 
the performance with some hearty sighs, for ha- 
ving so easily been induced to distrust my own 
inclinations, and quit Mrs Barclay for the Spe- 
culative. 

. After the essayist had brought his labours to 
a dose, the President opened his eyes, (whidi as 
yet he had never found leisure to do,) and began 
to ask the members, if they had any remarks to 
offer in regard to the performance they bad 
heard. A pause of several minutes ensued^ 
during which the funereal silence of expectation 
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was only disturbed by a few feint hems firom 
those who intended to be most critical on the 
occasion, and the rusUing of the leaves of the 
MS., which the author was restoring to his poc- 
ket, with a look that spoke as plain as look could 
speak it — " Jamque opus exegi !" At last, one 
of the gentlemen I have mentioned stood up in 
bis place, and observed, that " considering it as 
a very improper thing, that an essay of so much 
brilliancy should be allowed to pass unnoticed, 
he could not help rising to express his astonish- 
ment at the delay which had just occurred. 
The essay," he sad, " displayed eveiy quality 
which could render an essay honourable to its 
writer, and agreeable to the Sodety. Its matter 
was not, indeed, new ; but in its arrangement, a 
very extraordinary degree of skill had certainly 
been exemplified. The language he could not 
help conddering as still more worthy of admira- 
tion — it was simple, concise, and elegant, where 
matters of detail were treated of; but ros6 to a 
pitch of splendour and majesty in the more im- 
passioned parts of the subject, such as be could 
not say he had often met with in any authors of 
our age. On the whole, when he reflected on 
the weight and importance of the subject* and 
the difficulty of treating such a subject in a way 
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, at once popular and sdentific, he could not help 
, saying, he looked upon the essay which the ho- 
nourable gentleman had just delivered, as one of 
die most wond^ul productions to which, in his 
long — his very long experience, even the Specu- 
lative Society of Edinburgh had ever had the 
honour of giving birth. {Hear ! hear .') He beg- 
ged to sit down with returning his warmest ac- 
knowledgments to the honourable essayist, fOT 
the instruction and delight which his genius had 
afforded to himself individually, and had no 
doubt, the Society, would concur in the propriety 
of expressing similar sentiments, in a way spore 
. consistent with their dignity, and more gratify- 
ing to the honourable essayist, through the m^uth 
of his honourable friend — their President"— 
(Hear! hear!) 

. . The applauses widi which the termination of 
this address was greeted, yielded in a few se- 
conds to the sharp, shrill, discordant accents of 
a stout young man, who had started up with^ an 
^r of much vehemence, from a very aerial and 
distant part of the room, and descended into the 
centre of the assembly. " Mr President," (stud 
he — for the eneigy of his style would be. lost, 
were I to make use of the third person,) — " Mr 
President, I rise under such a mixture of feel- 
ings, as at no former poriod of my life ever agi- 
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t&ted, overwhelmed, confounded, oppressed, and 
cUeturbed this struggfing bosom. Mr PreEodent^ 
I rise, I say, under the pressure and influoice-t- 
under the weight, burden, and impending impe- 
ratiYenesB of a host of feelings, in which, not- 
withstanding all th^r respect for the honouraUe 
and learned memb^ who has just sat down, I 
aa confident, and proudly confident, tiie great 
majority, the great and enlightened majoiity of 
this great and enlightened Sodety, will have no 
difficulty in exprrasing their entire, and hearty, 
uid corral concuTToice. Mr Fresid^it, I rise, 
in a WOTd, to give veht to the conflicting- tu- 
midts, which at this moment are displaying all 
their might in rending asunder the repose of a 
mind, which, whatever in other respects it may 
be entitled to, will be acknowledged, by all die 
membov who hear me, to have at no period dis- 
played any measure of lukewarmness, coldness, 
or indifference, to the high, enduiing, and im- 
portant int^ests of the Speculative Society of 
EcUnburgh. {Hear! hear!) Mr President, I 
have been for sev«i years a member — I hope you 
will bear me witness, a faithful^ dilig«it, and at- 
tentive member (more, my humble natursd &■ 
culties will not permit me to be,) of the Specir- 
liUive Society of Edinhur|^. {Hear, hear,) Mr 
President, on my legs as I now am, in the pre- 
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sence of Uiis Society, a body, for whotn, bo Umg 
as Bfe stirs witinn my bosma, or ccniBcdounias 
witltm. my brun, I shall always retain the warm- 
«st, taxi, most affectionate, and most filial, and 
most irsteroal admiration, gratitude, and to- 
^ect,— ( JZeor / hear ! — Bravo ! — hear ! hear !) 
Mr President, on my legs as I now feel my- 
sdf to be," (by the way, the wator stood only 
upon one of them, and kept the other extend- 
ed behind him, as if to assist the effect of lu^ 
manual gestieulotions) — " Mr President, it is 
absolutely impossible that I should refrain frcan 
. expressmg my feeling a£ p^ h(HTor, con- 
tempt, disgust, and indignation, that the Spe- 
culatiTe Sodety of Edinburgh should ever have 
been sul^eeted to listai to such an ^say as 
has just been delivered, from any of its members. 
Mr President, the essay which you have just 
heard, possesses no one iota of such merit as an 
essay delivered in the Speculative Sodety <^ 
Edinburgh ought to possess — meagre in matter, 
cold in conception, impotent in illustration, 
&lse in facts, absurd in argument, and barren in 
basis, it would scarcely have been better than it 
is, though it had wanted its supernumerary sins, 
and blazing blemishes, of dark diction, farragoed 
phraseology, lame language, and offensive figura- 
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tiwenes»:{Sear.'ket^.') MrPresident, I sbali not 
•top at present to enlarge upon defects, which 
-my mind tells me have exdted the same sHisRtions 
in almost every bosom that beats around this 
table. Mr President, I shall not waste breath 
in the vain «ideavour to express an indigna- 
tion, which is too big for utterance, too full for 
vords. I shall sit down, with proposing, that the 
gentleman who delivered this essay receive from 
the diair a warning to consider better with him- 
lelf before he again presumes to insult the Spe- 
culative Society of Edinburgh, with the crude 
and hasty su^estions of a mind, that, I am 
sorry to say, does not seem to be filled with pro- 
per ideas concerning the nature, the objects, and 
the duties of the Speculative Sodety of Edin- 
burgh." {Hear ! hear ! bear .') 

A small creaking voice arose from the right 
side of the President, on the conclusion of this 
hianoi^ue, and its proprietcH- proceeded in a tone 
of quiet, feeble, and querulous hesitation, (wtudi 
afibrded an irresistibly ludicrous contrast to the 
manner of his fiery and foaming predecessor,) to 
** reprobate the idea of the warmth — the unne- 
cessary — the improper — and, he must add, the 
disagreeable warmth, with which his honour^ 
able and learned Iriend, who had just sat down, 
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had' expressed himself. The merits of an essay, 
TOCh as his honourable and learned friend on the 
<^podte side of the house had this evening de* 
liverediWere not to be annihilated by such an 
efEiision of invective as that which his honour- 
able and learned &iend in his eye had thought 
proper to make use of. The essay of his honour- 
able fi-iend had prolnibly been produced at the 
expense of very great labour and exertion of 
body and mind. The midnight oil had been 
wasted in the composition of his honourable 
jnend's essay. His honourable friend had, to his 
certain knowledge, absented himself from all 
parties of pleasure to which he had been invited 
during the greater part of this spring, in ord» 
to collect materials, and ^ts, and illustrations* 
for the essay, whi^ they had that night heard 
&om his friend. The honourable getitleman in 
his eye should have recollected, that it is not to 
be expected that every member of this Society 
should possess the same rapidity of genius as he 
(the gentleman in his eye) possessed. He should 
have considered, that the question of the com 
Irill is one attended with infinite difficulty in all 
it« branches; that it is necessary, in order to, 
write an essay oh this subject, to undei^ the 
ftt^ue of examining into a vast vuiety of do- ' 
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cuments and treatises, and to study yrfaat all 
the great autiiors on political ecoDomy, from 
Adam Smith downwards, have written concemr 
ing the nature of the sources of natiiHial wealth 
and prosperity, and to decide among the conflict- 
ing (^inifHis <^ a vast Variety of the most eminent 
persons who were at.this moment occupied wiA 
the study of the whole question, both within 
and without the pale of the SpecuUtiTe Sodety 
«f Edinburgh. For himself, he had not come 
to this house with the view of merdy criticiui^ 
the production of his honourable and learned 
fnend the Essayist, but rather of laying: before 
the Society the results of his own investigations 
on the sune highly intarestii^ topic; and the 
first of these results, to which he be^ed to call 
the attention of the house, was a view of the ef- 
fects which were produced on Hamburgh, by the 
occupation of that port and dty by Marshal Da^ 
voust. It would be found, that no subject could 
be attended with greater difficulties than that 
now upon the table of the Society ; they ought 
to enter upon the enquiry with all the calmness 
which subjects of that imperative int»'est de- 
mand ; and he must say, tliat he expected, after 
they should have gone over the thirteen heads 
of argument whidi he had marked out for the 
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sntgect of his present address, he expected the 
Society would come to the conclusion, that the 
question of the corn-bill was one, which at least 
Tequired to be studied before it could be ex- 
pected to be solved. — 

" The first topic to which I shall call the no- 
tice <rf this house," said he, " is that of the 
true nature of com — com, Mr President — 

com — is not to be regarded," &c. &c. &;c. — But I 
think it would be rather too mudi, were I to 
trouble you with the rest of the silly, confused, 
unintelligible string of hackneyed &cts, and 
hackneyed conclusions, with which this young 
gentleman troubled his audience for at least an 
hour and a half. — At the end of that period, one 
half of the company were fast asleep ; the rest 
yawning and fidgetting, and now and then shuf- 
fling with their feet. No hints, however, could 
produce the least effect on the unwearied inde- 
£ttigable listlessness of their apathetic orator. 
Whole pages from the Parliamentary Debates, 
mixed up with whole pages from Malthus, and 
these again intermingled with endless trite dis- 
quisitions, stolen from Reviews, Magazines, and 
Weekly Papers — the whole mighty mass of dul- 
ness intermingled, with not one ray either of 
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novelty or ingenuity— power or elegance-^the 
dose proved too much even for my iron nerves. 
My unea^ess was such, that at last I fairly lost 
temper, and seizing my hat, escaped, as best I 
might, fix>m the Speculative Society of Edin- 
burgh. My companions on each side of me had 
been asleep for an hour, but my removal awaken- 
ed them ; and, aAer rubbing their eyes, and look- 
ing round them for a moment, they both had 
the good sense to follow my example. ' 

On looking at my watch, I found it was eleven 
o'clock, and I could not help reproaching myself 
a good deal for the time I had been wasting'. The 
transition from this scene of solemn and stupid 
drivelling, to the warm fire-side of MrsBarclay, — 
her broiled haddocks, her scolloped oysters, and 
her foaming tankards, was one of the most re- 
freshing things I have ever experienced. Sut I 
Bee it is now late ; so adieu, for tlie present. 
P.M. 
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LETTER XXIII. 



TO THE SAME. 



Deae Datid, 
I AH extremely delighted to observe how 
much effect tlie cranlologlcal remarks, so liberal- 
ly, yet so modestly, distributed over the surfitce 
of my correspondence, have been able to pro- 
d\x6e upon you. I once thought you had the 
organ of stubbornness and combativeness very 
luxuriantly brought out, but shall from hence- 
forth be inclined to think I had been mistaken 
in my observation of your head. My best ad- 
vice to you in the meantime is, to read daily 
-with diligence, but not with blind credulity, in 
I^ Spurzheim's book, which, I rgoice to hear, 
you have purchased. Pass your fingers gently 
around the region of your head, whenever any 
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new idea is suggested to you by his ronark^ 
and I doubt not you will soon be a iinn be- 
liever, that " there are more things in heaven 
and earth than we once dreamt of in our phi- 
losophy." 

The aversion which you say you at first fdt 
for the sdence- is, howeverj a natural, and there- 
fore I cannot help r^arding it as a very excu- 
sable sort of prejudice. The very names wluch 
have been bestowed upon the science — Craniog- 
eopy and Craniology — to say nothing of the still 
coarser Seh'ddellehre (or skuU-doctrine) of its 
first doctor and professor, are disagreeable terms, 
on account of their too ^rect and distinct refer- 
«iee to the bones. They bring at once before 
the imagination a naked skull, and in persons 
who have not be«i trained to the callousness 
of the dissecting-room, conceptions of a nature 
so strictly anatomical, can never fml to excite a 
fiertain feeling of horror and disgust. I am glad 
to find that this feeling had been sanctioned by 
antiquity ; for, in some quotaticms from Atbe- 
nteus, which fell casually into my hands tiie 
other day, it is expressly mentioned, that the 
Greeks conEodered it as " improper to speak di 
the physical substances of the head." I p^ect- 
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ly enter mio tlie spirit of tastefuhiess and wis- 
dom, wfaicli suggested such a maxim to that 
most intellectual people. Among them the 
doctrine of pure materialism had not merely 
been whispered in mystery in the contemplative 
gardens of Epicurus ; it had gone abroad over 
the surface of the people, and contanunated and 
debased their spirit. The frail fabric of their su- 
perstitious fiutii presented but too obvious a 
mark for the shafts of infidel wit, and it was no 
wonder that they who were wise enough to feel 
the necessity of guarding this fabric, should have 
possessed no very accurate noticms concerning 
the true limits of its bulwarks. In our days, 
however, there is assuredly no reason for being 
so very timwvjus ; and I think a philosophical 
person like you should, bond fide, set yourself to 
get rid of a prejudice which is no longer entitled 
to be regarded as either a necessary or a conve-. 
nient one. 

It is- much to be wished notwithstanding, 
that some name could be found &r this admir- 
able science, which would j^ve less ojftence even 
to those who are rather disposed than otherwise 
to ^ve it its &ir chance of thriving in the world. 
1 have been tlrinking a great while on this sub- 
ject, and have balanced in my own mind the 
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merits of more oseapies and okgies, than I caxe 
to trouble you with repeating. Creanoi^yM-- 
self, over and above the general and natural pre- 
judice I have already talked of, labours under a 
secMidary, an advKititious, and a merely vulgar, 
prejudice, derived from the ignorant and blun- 
dering jokes whidi have been connected with it 
by the writers of Reviews and Magazines. It is> 
wonderful how long such trifiing things ret^ 
th^ hifluence; but I would hope this noUe: 
sdence is not to be utteriy hanged (like a dog,) 
because an ill name has been given to it. Snne- 
times, after the essence of a man's opinion has 
been proved to be &lse and absurd, even to his 
own satis&ction, it. is necessary, beifbre be can 
be quite persuaded to give it up, that we should 
allow a few winds to be sacrificed. These ate 
the scape-goats whidi are tossed relentlessly over 
the rock, after they are supposed to be snffident- 
ly imbued and burthened with the sins of the 
blundering intellect that dictated than. And 
sudi, I doubt not, will, in the issue, be the fortune 
of poor, dmded, despised, but innooent, although 
certainly somewhat rude and intractable Cranio- 
logy. — Cramoaeopy, (particularly Since Dr Rt^et 
has undertakai to blacken it« reputation ^in tin 
Supplement to the Encyclopaedia Britannica,] 
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iiMy be ^TettyMue^J£ iHanng ihe'Samemeiad- 
dMly firtc. There: U mo :donbt that jAtk. Aid 
Gill must tumbledown tlie hill in'ccH]tq>ariy. ' 
' ' Anthropology pleasednKvery.mudiiar s£nr 
di^s ; but it is certainly too vagas. ' It does 'not 
sit dose enough,' to show the true ^ape. and cfaai- 
Mcter of that which it would dotfae. Cephalology 
and Cephaloscopy woidd sound uncoutb, andnra- 
ther of them would much im^ove the origind 
bargain with which we are quarrdling. Orgabo- 
logy shares in scnnethiag of the same defect with 
Anthropf^gy. In short, as yet I have not beeU 
-able to hit on any thing wbieh excictly pleases 
on reflection. Although a worse cruiioscdpist, 
you are a betto* linguist than I sm ; so Jhiegyou 
to try yonr band at the coining of a phrase: A 
comparativdy unconcerned personmay perhapftbe 
miore fortunate than a zealous lover Bke myself.; 
for it is not in one respect only that womeo- are 
like words. In the mean time, when if is neces* 
sary to mention any person's bcain, it may be 
best to call it his OrganizatitMi^ It is pierfaaps 
impossible altogi^ber to avoid employing espres^ 
sions of an anatcanical cast ; but the more ih^ 
can be avoided, the better chance there wilraosi 
assuredly be of rendering the sdmoe pojiokn 

VOL. I. T 
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U b:ane in -whidt die lacUtas hums qrato W modi 
^ifeeiast 'as nrfi Uwrri ; : and I ildOk evflfy tUng 
dionld ifas -^me^ thetefine, :^ibt vny tend to 
flBKiotii'ia^'iaftcii'Aeii] rec^tioo of lit Ia its 
ifmimuiif ii pouesBvsTiifliijr, TfiTir mmy, points of 
«ip(tivatitMi» #hidi I dHHdd tiftok iran l^fi^y to 
f^mfte ifid wondraflii success on ih^ i^iv^iw- 
IdanaiijaafyvBBleBeaL. The best and ftf ^risort 
tafi^e Kx, with whan I eT£r<ciHnneraiBd in a-etm- 
MrfitTlTil msnnn, eopfesied to me, fiat tbe great 
Olid oMi^aDtljr heEetti9S league of wf)mCT> Js 
llidt siupkicm that tbey are not penqiMwd to 
Mein^ the tniedffths of the cbsradber ofweta. 
Aii^ iadeedy i^ien one oomaidas what «s ovoT' 
halpapjng prppfHtlan of &e BUusiDsU mn^ w 
any aonviMsation betnreen two Aien oSttdvoaHaiat 
aJVBk be cptvdy unuafceUtigy^ to fdnHMt wy WH 
inmwiiDmigfatdiaace to orcrfaear tben, it is im- 
pn^e tawonder that die raattw ^uld Miaild m 
it-jdoes. It U liot to be expected, that sb$ ahoiild 
btf ^fi to iindfiT^nd the esaot rete^n wbiiob 
tliefnlf I^i^e pwt of th«p talk may bear to tM 
uiuntGiligibl& ^e sees a law tosMd into a 
di^, wlttd) is to bsK at bWh m night* and 
toR AMld she be aide ti? gu0M> tioip % 4(wn 
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Koir, w3h^ a dunmng .thing must it appear 
in tfui ejrofrf'oDe, who ii habitnally torfiKnted 
in this way, to hear of a sdenee that prafinses tp 
Sormi^'* key, »«t indeed to the actual truth «f 
tb^ , whole ehancters c^ men* but to that ^ many 
inportimt parts in their duncters ? I can coa- 
cfive t^ nothing mare ecrtatie than the tnnt- 
pcwiiof tame bitter unsatisfied Blue-Stoeking, ob 
firet hearing that Hiere is audi a scienee in llip 
WQtld «s Cramologj. " Ha!" she will say to 
hwt^^--" we shall siow see t^e btdtcHn <^ oU 
this mystery- The men will no l<H)ger dare to 
tnat AW with this coaidescendiiig sort of conoeal- 
ooffit. . W« shall be able to kxdc at thdr dcuUi, 
imA itifi fhsm a liitle plain truth, wbaie^tt they 
huffHi ito ffve themselres ^rs." 

Wow» I am for making ibe soienee as popit- 
kr.M pvasible— indeed, I think,if k^ toa few. 
il vrould be the basest and most aruel kind of 
moaopply the worid ever witnessed—anJ, thenar 
ibre* I Aould like to see my croaidogicid fatf*- 
•ttoea «d8f>t ikm modes tS expression and es- 
jilMM^n, ss much as posHble, to the common ■ 
pni^diivs of ihi» great division of disc^ltt. It 
ift well fcspWiai,. vhtA exodlmt pirMdsrte-nukaa 
ikey ore in all eei^ACtx ; sod I am decidedly Jbr 
having all their »td on our s«le. One phdn and 
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obvious rule;, I tliuik,ifl, that tiie bead Bboold al- 
'ways be t^ked <^and'C(»isidered in the li^t of 
.a Form— an object having certain proportions 
from which certun inferences may be drawn. 
Beades, in adhering to this rule, we shall only 
be keeping to the practice of the only ^«at 
-CraniologistG the world ever produced-— the 
Greeks. — I do not mean to their practice in re* 
^f^d to expr^sing themselves alone; but to 
tihdr |Nractioe, in gathering and perfec^g tbo«e 
ideas concerning this sdmce, whidi they have 
expressed in a &r more lasting way than words 
can ever rival As dissection of human bodies 
was entirely unknown untmg the andents, it is 
obvious, that thdr sculptors and punters inust 
have derived all their knowledge from the ex- 
.tenor of the humui £<mh. The external aspect 
of the head is all that nature exhibits to us, cs 
'^toids we should see. It is there ^t exiveS' 
sifxi appean and speaks a natural language to 
our minds. — a language of which our knowledge 
u vague and imperfect, and almost unconstobus ; 
but of which a few simple precepts and remarks 
tire enough to recall to our recollection the great 
xiutlines, mid to convince me at least, that a ytsty 
^little perBevavnce might suffice to rcaido: m 
Hwtters pf mack of the practical detail. 
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You wfflsmile perhaps wh^ ydu.bear me' 
t^ in so satisfied a tone about the craniolc^ 
cal dcill of the Greeks ; uid yet there is nothing 
of which I am inore thoroughly convinced, tiian ' 
that they did, praoticdly at least, understimd in- 
feiitely more of the science than any of the dis- 
ciples of Gail and Spursheim are likely to rtvsd 
evenacuituryh«ioe. There is one cireumstanoe, 
—a small. (me, you will say,— .which suggest- - 
ed itself to me yesterday, for the first time, when : 
I was sitting aitet dinner, in a room where sere- . 
ral Urge plaster-of-Ptois busts were placed on 
th« extremities of a side-board. What is called. 
Grace, is.dii^y to be found -in those movements 
wlach Tcsult-6«m cu-gans on the top of t^e head. 
In women, there is more of it than in. men, be- 
cause their animal Realties are smaller. Now, 
in aH paintings (^Madonnas, particularly of the 
Maire$ Ama^les, the attitude evidently results 
from the Acuities in the r^imi above the fin«-. 
head. . The chin is drawn in, and the upper, 
fore-pwt of the head leuw fcnrward. This is not 
done with a view to r^resrait modesty and hu- 
mility i^ne ; whidi, by su^ending the action 
of pride and sejf-love in the back part of the: 
head, take away what kept it nprigbt. Theatti-: 
tude of humffity, tberefbre, results from a n^^a- 
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tivecMuc. Bnt die Madonnas have oA« » look 
qinte digmfied and assured, of uaqnedtioniiig adb- 
rdble divine serenity ; and the leaouog ftHvasd 
o£ifce bitm- in them» is accompanied witfa m ur 
whidi denotes the activity of a poeitive cnuo—' 
nam^, &e principle of love in ihe upper parti 
of tie foreltead. This was luggested to oie^ kow- 
ev^t not by a picture of the Matkoima, htit by a 
Gredan bart— and I think you will scavc^y 
snifiect wfaidt ^is wa. It wtw oce, of wMcb 
tfae whole chaiseter is, I spptetend, mistaken in 
modem time»— «ne which k lookeA at t^ fine 
Uika with a shudder— and by fine gentlsaaeti 
witfe s ineer. Artists tAene stody and l«(ve it— 
Uteir eyes are tdo ittueh tnraiedtopesmitDf «y 
tfaiag eke. Bat even tfaey seem to me entirely 
io overlook the tme ekaraeter of that, Wbkb, 
with a ^ew to quite di&mnt quatitie^ Aey few- 
vently adtnire. In the Hereulto Famese (for liiis 
j» the bust,) no person who looks on the form 
and attitude with a tnt^ scientiBe eye, can 
pon^y beliew that he wcs only die ioi^e of 
bnitd atn^fli. There ace few heads on the 
coninry taon booian in tiieir eapmsiob— 
w4ite eldquenf with the manly VHtoe of a^ mild 
aad generods hero. And bow indeed could b 
OMBclan tculptdr have dared to repretfent the 
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^^tiriou^ Akideti in aay t>tStef Way ? H&w d6 
4ibe pbeki t>epteMfft him ^-i-At tin lAajg^ d^ dl- 
lito« 8t?ength and eaaMemti, stmgg^g witli 
ind Tafiqttsliitig 4he erils of tauHl&riltp-^i^ft -Uib 
ethma^a tiE diviiM* bdiimr«leiic4 ^kitm di 1^, 
liut^oing good-^puriiyiiig tke «frtb £N»ti 'tlie 
ibabieii of poUuting inon8ters^'-A>r^gitig':tlit 
israrie of the jwtt and the tstfWtunato^^dasghi^ 
into HeU in order to tettove to on IncidrJiMddbie 
teiriMdd kltt pale face of bis wife, who had diod 
m suirificB to eair« him-^himself at laat expiring 
on ihe hoary cummit of Athos, amidst the Maze 
of a funeral pile which had be^n ^ilt indeed 
■with his own hands, but which he had been com- 
pelled to as^oid by the malignant crudty of a 
disappointed savage. The being who Was hal- 
lowed with all these high attributes in the strains 
of Sophocles, Euripides, and Pindar — would any 
sculptor have dared to select Him for the object 
in which to embody his ideas of the mere ^mimal 
power of man — ^e exuberance of corporetJ 
itrei^th ? So far from this, the Hercules has not 
only one of the most intellectual heads that .«re 
fo be found among the monuments of Greek 
iculpture. hut also one of the most gracrfuL 
With the majesty which be inherits from the 
eml»ace.<^ Jupiter, there is mingled a mild and 
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itBnder expression of geoUeness, whidi telk tbitf 
he has also his diure Id the Uood, uidin thenu- 
<aies» of our own lower nature. The stot^ug 
refiecliTe attitude may be thiU: of a hero wearj 
wi^ oomhAti but is one that speaks, as if his 
■combatting had been in a noUe cause— >at U* 
high thou^ts-had nerved his arm mcse than the 
mtxe exultations of corpora vigour. His Iiead 
is bent from the same quarter as that of the Mac 
donnas, and whoever takes the trouUe to exa- 
mine it, will find, Aat in this partioular point is 
to be ibund the chief expansion and pronoinence 
of hii cvganization. 
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LETTEK XXIV. 



TO THE SAME. 



OuAti't, TiTiisAT EriNiva. 

Dear David, 
In a place wha% education is so mudi diflii- 
»ed among the men, it is natural to suppose, that 
the women also must, in no inconsiderable de- 
gree, be imbued with some pission forUtera- - 
ture. The kinds of uxformatipn most in request 
here, (and, indeed, necessarily so, wben we re- 
flect on the means of education which the place 
affords,) are evidently much more withm the 
readi (^ the Fair Sex, than in most other cities 
c£ the same importance. To be able to talk with 
fluently about the Ftditics and Belles Lettres oP 
the day, is all that is required c^ an accomplish- 
ed man in Edinbui^, and these are accompli^ 
ments which the ladies, modest as they are. 
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would require more modesty than is ^ther natu- 
ral or proper to suppose themselves incapable of 
acquiring. That ignoran(» of the learned lan- 
guages and andent literature, whidi the mea 
have not the assiuanee to attempt disguising, 
has broken down effectually the first and most 
insurmountable barrier whiefa separates the in- 
tellectual pretensions of the two sexes in Eng- 
land, and, indeed, in almost all the capitals of 
Europe. The universal neglect with which the 
more ancient and massy literature, even of our 
own island, seems to be treated, has ivtnoved 
another mighty, although not qyite 00 inAir- 
mountkUe barrier ; and, in short, between &c 
men and the wcnneii, fcr augbt I can see, tlietc 
is no " gulf fixed." The men, indeed, seem still 
to be anxious to prolong, in their own favour, 
the existence of something of th^ old ^e^ge, 
which owes the decay of its vigour entirely to 
themselves. But the greatest Mysogytmta in 
the world have never accused the sen: of bemg 
deficient in acutenesi of discernment, and t^ 
ladies of Edinburgh are quite auffidently qukk- 
^^ted, not to aUow the advanti^n whidi have 
bflcn given them, to sHp timued throu^ then 
fillers. 
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Sa £» as I may judge fknvi my own short oc- 
pertenee, htmevei, the Seottk^ la^K, in grae- 
nl, are very ftr from pushing these advantage* 
tD any undue extent. It is not necessary to en- 
ter minat^ into the causes of tiieir fc^'btaiance 
itt this respect; for * nrach slower peraoa than 
Mr Barid Williams would have no great d^- 
eulty in forming a pretty fair gueas, as to ttae 
most eflBcient of them. The merit wbidi tbey 
do> o^tflinly possess and exemplify in tins jAttt 
ei their conduct, may perhaps be divided iato 
jtrrtty equal t^iares between the inflneneies oi 
Nature and those of Art. Those gentler and 
XDore delicate Actings of our nature, wMeh all 
Aot nuidcB of life— tiieir hGpe», feats^ pleafures, 
add SCTTOws, render them better able to appre- 
caate, are alone, I dionld tfadnk, more than enough 
to weaken with tiie best of them the influence 
oi those lighter and more truisitory feeUngs, 
which derive gratification «' uneasiness &am the 
eonsdoua possesion or conscious want of such a 
soBBsurv of litenory information, as is common 
among eitherthe men or the women with whom 
Huy can be e^ed upon to associate. With 
tboae of a lesa feminine and less just dtaracter, 
. in poiat of meie feeling, diare ownot be wmt- 
4>g snouf^ of penetration to teack them, that 
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the oonfesuon of ioferuHity is one of. the most 
cunning treacheries with whidi to bait the book 
of female fasdnation ; and thus it is that- the 
highest and most sacred of inspirattons, on the 
one liand. co-operate with not a few less lofl^ 
and generous suggestions cm the other, to keepi 
within limits the infection of blue-stockingism — 
the one set of motives, as might befit their coi. 
ffn, attacking the secret root and essence of the 
mania fi:»: insignificant acquisition — the other no 
less apprc^riately, and no less powofiilly, chill- 
ing and repressing the mania for insignificant 
display. 

There are, however, abundant exceptions to 
this rule even here. Innate and incorrigible 
vanity in some ; particular incidents in the early 
history of others too minute to be explained in 
any general terms of description ; and in s few 
cases, without dioubt, the consdonsness oi capa- 
city of a really extraordinary nature, have been 
sufficient to create a certain number of diarac- 
ters, which are somewhat inaccurately and un- 
justly classed together by the gentlemen o( 
Edinburgh, under the appellation of " our Blue- 
stockings." With the chief and most prominent 
persons of this dass, it has as yet been my good 
«r «vil fortune to come very little in contact. 
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y[y introductions into society in this place, have 
been mostly ^Hoi^h the iDterventi<»i of the men 
of high literary character, and these are here, as 
everywhere, the greatest, that is to say, the most 
contemptuous enemies the Blue-stocking tribe 
has to encoahto-. Last night, however, I was 
present at a Hnall rout, or convenaHotie, which, 
although the lady of the house is by no means a 
Kue-stooking, had not a little cS the appearance 
of a Blue-rtocking party about it. A numbo* 
of the piincipal Sas-hletu were there, and a con- 
siderable prt^KB-tion of the literati, small and 
great, were, of course, in attendance. In short, 
I suspect it was as near an approach to the tnie 
uid genuine scene, as I am likely to have an op. 
pottunity of observing. 

I was ushered into a rooni decently crowded 
with very weU-drest people, and not having any 
suspicion that much amuaemoit was likely to 
be had, I privately intended to make my bow 

to Mrs , and retire as soon as possible — for 

I had lefl a very snug party over their claret at 
my friend W— — 's, and certainly thou^t I 
could ^»end the rest of the evening more agree- 
ably with them, than at any such rout as I had 
yet met with in Edinburgh. .1 had not been 



:dbvGoogIe 



)epg in tiu loata, however, wken I bf»rd Sfr 

J._. anammoed, and as I had not seta Jun &r 
Bonn time, I molded to stay, sndi if loadt^Cb 
enjoy a little of his convosation in 99JW corneE. 
Wbea be enter^ I confess I vas a good ^cul 
•trade witl^ tibe different figure he made horn 

what I hadseen atC-r-— gC k. Instead cf 

the alaranly set-out which be then WfoHed-r^^ 
gtten jadcet, Uack neckdoth, and grey pantar 
ioooft— I have seldom seen a man more pioe in 
hU exterior than Mr J_~. ooyf seeoied to be. 
His litUe person looked vety neat in the wfty be 
bad now adoaned it. He had a v^y well-cut 
Une ooat^evidently not after the desi^ of any 
Edinbw|{ii artist— li^t Vwrwym^e breeches 
and ribbed silk stodcings — a pair of dogant 
bndcles -— white kid gkrves, and a tri-color 
watdi-ribbon. He hdd his h»t puder bis uem 
in a very degttgie manner — and altf>gether b^ 
was oertmnly one of the last mmx in the awem* 
faly, wbc»n a stranger wcmld have guessed to h^ 
cither a great lawyer or a great reviewer, Jm 
short, he was mane of a Dand^ than any gwa( 
outfaer I ever saw-^always exe^tugTom Moaie 
and David WilKams. 

Immediately after him, Dr B-»*o** came into 
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thou^ not cpute w ^eodid nuttiDCf, and smi^ 
Ung on an arouBd wiUi the same mUd> geati* 
air, wtucii I had observed on his entraoce to Jut 
U^ore^rooni. Close updo hi» he^ followed 

Ffofefisw Ij , with a l^ge mou-rose in h» 

bocoeo. The Pitofesw- made his obeisance to 
one or two IsdiM that stood near him, abd then 
fixing htos^' dose hy the fire-plaae. assusoed 
an aspect oi Uank abstraction, which lasted for 
many minutes without the least alt«ation. The 
ixpr&moti of his mswy Stores and large grey^ 
eyes, roiEting about while he stood in this atti- 
tode, WM so cH^eiBn, that nothing could have 
forbied a sQ9f0 antUihig c<mtrast to the %ht aad 
sm^ng ^lymogDomies of the less contemplativo 
pffwds around him. I saw that Mr J- — - was 
Vy^g biei all the while with a very quizzical 
aar, lutd io^^ed heard him whimper something 
abovt hmt4 to X^ady — ^— , with whom he was 
Qoniwwig, wbic)» I ie«r could have been n(4:hi]|)p 
ittoi«biiH)C<9)tt)»aA8oin«MFQasmag»a^tbe ra- 
miflntbig phUoso^r. Fw my patt,l now per- 
eeiY«d ^i&nly, that I was in a rout <^ no ^di- 
n«ry «bftr«et«', md» rubbing my vpe^ades, jHre- 
pared to t»tke ibe beiit use of my time. 
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■-.While I yraa studjing- -teey aOeati/t^ ihe 
fine hemispfaerieal developement oftlke oi^an of 
Causality, in tiie superior part of Mr I#-— -a 
faeod, I beard the name of the ^Earl of B-— ^ 
tmvelling up the stnr-^ase, from the mouth^ of 
one ladcey to that of another; and looked rocuid 
with some curiosity to see the brother c£ ^e ce- 
lebrated Chancellor E " ■ ■■■ His lordship came 
into the room with a quick and hurried step, 
which one would not have expected from the 
veneralde appeusnce of his white hairs — the 
finest white hturs, by the way, I ever saw, and 
curiing in beautiful ringl^B all down bis shoul- 
ders. I could easily trace a strong Atmily re- 
semblance to his brotfan:, although the Eari has 
orach the advantage, in so fiu* as mere beauty i^ 
lineament is concerned. I do not remanber to 
have seen a more exquisite old head,'snd think 
it is no wonder that so many portraits have' 
been painted of him by the artists of Edinbuigfa. 
The features are all perfect; but the greatest 
beauty is in his clear blue eyes, whidi are chastd 
in hishead in a way that might teach something 
to tiie best sculptor iii tiie world. Ndther iff 
there any want of expression in these fine fea- 
tures; al^ough, indeed, they are very fiu firom 
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Qonreyii^ imytMng like the' same id^ of pamet 
dnd peiaetnttion, wfakii &llrfrom the ovetktDgt^ 
img ^ioggy ^e-bums a£ his hra&ier. Ttie|ic£- 
son of tlie old Barl is abo Y&y good; his bg8^ 
in particular, tire w^ shaped, and vohdezA^f 
ntnucular iii tlidr appearance, cffluideriDg tbrir 
lo^gth.of servke. ' : 

He ran up inmudiately to FrofeiBor L— --^ 
wi^ 'whom he seemed' to be on tbrms of iafinife 
&miliarit7, and'began to talk about the newpbta 
for a Grafid National Mohument in Soallaiid> is 
honour of the cdnduAOD of l^e fade wair. ' " My 
dear Pn^ww," said he. " you must really airf»- 
scribe — ^youraame, you know, merely yoUrnaHW. 
Am the Duke of Sussex lays to myself, ito a hb- 
ter I received from his Royal Highness only this 
moiniiig, u^QED this very subject-^Lady B- - f 's 
m^hew is ]aide-d&«amp to his Royal Highness, 
ond.heis paiticuldriy kind and attentive on my 
acetittnt^— His Royal Highness says, be hais just 
Ukack tiie liborty <fae does me too:iniu^ h6- 
jtgxax,) to put me dowa'iiB we ^ tJuBDOmilt- 
tee. My deac Lord B— T^,.aieinsJBoyal Hi^ 
nesB^s woT^, vr'er pcatively ean'tgo Joiiiieitihoit 
you— youmuat give tu y(nir'name**Vo.w -di:^ 
.I?ro&Bwv, do ^ve 'us your iiaiq«." , Aod then, 
without looking or waiting for the worthy Fro- 
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jsfsorls. te^i JUs Ix^d^p .posed wwaa the 
iDomto Mr J-^^^, aod snzing him hy the Imb- 
ton, and iriiispcdDg close into bis ear»'be^K 
makiiig' the very nme request (for Lcca^d eatah 
lie words ^ Duke of Snssex,") in, I dnufat-iiofi, 
the sqme phrase; Batiiesto]^)ed not fiirtheicfdgr 
of Mr J" ', any more than for that of ProftssfV 
it.* — . ■ ; and lifter looking rouDd: the voom for a 
lih^ moment he vanifihed tknoi^k a folding 
doioF hito oil innoc apartment whrae>. from, sonie 
ftepanbcffy sareanuof a violin th^ -reached my 
f«^ I had na doubt there was: about tobcania- 
4a4u4e of omicert, to break Hhe intoise serioas- 
aOM of ' thought, supposed to be inseparable 
Affa> the, keen inteHectual ooBlaiosK of a conmir- 



•Qr loekiug into the nxnn.idtlofa had just «e- 
ceiTcd Lord.B— — , I observed hJa- take his 
jAace amcn:^ a TOW of musical' cognKMceati;-male 
a»d female, who alread^r, occupied -a. set itf^obajn 
Aiposad fortAall7 s^ ^around 4lie centre of-cn- 
-<8iairi3neiit.. By md bjw, a young lady: bsgan 
tinifii^g on the-iaano-feitd, and I fpiessed, fivan 
the exqulate iUKWtniwiimait of Mc TaaiewioB. 
ihat it was her design to tieat us with schbo (^ 
t)i»^1)emitifulaixsin the Don^ovnmi of Mozart 
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tretting, &SLn the mode in whidi tbd wfael»-«e 
b^perfbrmance murdered tiu^ divine masta:- 
ineee, unless, indeedy it mi^.be the. nausaonv 
ODgisapg of compliments, vhieb the igncsanoe 
or the pblitencts of tlie sudi^we thimdcxed ouC 
ujKm its condusion. 

A&xx this blessed eonstmomition had nbtqied 
to us the free tue of our limbs add iioagapg^ (i 
cay^ free— fc^ in spite, of nods,, and whispenof 
rebuke, administered by some of the SowagUHj 
our^enoe had neT« been: iQuchmttfe' compete 
than the music merited,) I ^^aedascasilifatbyf 
whi(^ had gradHallydusteivdaround-Mr J— »-> 
and soon found that the redoubtable critic. 'hMl 
been so unfi»tunate as to &I1 into an andtnidf 
lud to entrap him by a skilM piAty of bluei 
stocking tirwSei^vt. There he wan pinioned up 
against the wall, And lirtening witb a greater«x^ 
presnon «f miserythan I should have supposed 
to be compatible wiUi t^Pocopmuit« 4iapdsitilon 
to^ Umta of one, the remarks of ano^r; die 
suggestion (^athlid, the rebnke^a'jbunh, tbtf 
dinertation of ft fijVb^ ond-last, not least, in 1^ 
<n!«el cdtidoguti t^inffietlons, to -the qu^1lotii«f 
a sixth, 'f W^ nonr, Mr J , dun't you 9giei 
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with m^ ID bong deddedl^ of x^niioii.lbtti Mi 
S— ' — is tfae true author of the Tales of loy 
LMidkwd? OLord!— they-rusolikeMrS- — » 
some of the stories — one could almost believe 
one heard him tellitog them. Could not you do 

Ae same, Mr J ?"-*-Tfae shrug of ineffidile 

dehsion which Mr J vainly endeavoured to 

keep down* in making some inwdible reply of 
two qrUaUes to this, did not a whit dismay an- 
other, who finthwitii b^;an to ply him with 
qncry upon query, about the conduct of Lwd 
B ■ , kk desotiag his wife— and whether, or 

not, he (Mr J. ,) considered it likely, that 

X^ord Br—— had had himself (Lord B— — ,) in 
hi* eye, in drawing the diuacter of the Cwtair 

■^-'! and oh, now Mr J. , don't you thii& 

Gulnare so romantic a name ? I wis^ I had' been 
duiatened Gulnare. Can people change their 

Qanues Mr J-. , without an estate?"— " Why^ 

yes. Ma'am " replied the caritio-^Aar a mostma;- 
lidous pause, " hy being inatried."— * • • • 
« Mr J-— <— ^''.exdaiiBed a £eree*Iooking damsel 
with a mo^ headr-^" I insist upon hearing if you 
hive read Peter Bellt-wiU you. era: be omi- 
vinced? Shall I ever b$ al:^ tv persuade you? 
Can you deny the beauty of the white sapling— 
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" as wMte a» dusin ?" Can yoa be blind'tei' the- 
pathetic indclent ofthe poor ass kneeling unda 
tlie Uows of the cruel, hard-hearted, odidosl^e- 
ter ? Can you be blind to the charm of the 
boat?*^ 

"-Wl^— oh — the laker has made a good deal 
c^his tub—" Twin Hater to &te Crescent-Moon." 
" Ah ! naughty man, you are incwri^ble— 
111 go apeak to Mr W— n." 

I looked round, and saw Mr W- — - n. He 
had a little book of fishing-flies in his hand, and 
was loudly and sonorously expl^ning the beauty 
of a Int of grizzled hackle on the wings of one 
of them to Mr M— — -. My venerable frigid 
seemed to be listening with the deepest interest 
to what be said, but the yoiuig lady lm>ke in 
upon their conversati<ni with the utmost intre- 
pidity. I could just hear enough of what passed, 
to be satisfied, that the brother poet made as 
light of the matter as the adverse critic. I sus- 
pect, that from the cruelty of Peter Bell's blud- 
geon, she made a'tranntion to the cruelty of 
kiUing poor innocent trouts; but before that 
subject had time to be adequately discussed, 
supper was announced, and I descended close be- 
hind Mr J , who had a lady upon each arm, 

one all the way down discussing the Bank Re- 
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s$ii«tiiw BU1« andUie o^er dispUying equal elo- 
qi)6Dce in pnise of " that delightful — that lumi- 
nooB .^jrticle in the last Number upon tiie Com 
Lam." 

Everyoui's, 
• P.M. 
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LETTER XXV. 



TO THE SAME. 



I tTAS nevCT a lov&e of Blue-Stockings dtiiev 
at home or abroad ; but of e31 that I bare m^t 
with, I think the French are the tnost ttflefobl^, 
and the Sortch the most tormentiii^. In France 
the genuine power and authtH^ whi^ trie 
women exert, Mid have long ek^rted, ih 'swaging 
the course -of public o{anion in regard to a vait 
tariety of subjects, are suffideot. were there No- 
thing more, to make one excise a great ded-of 
thrir petulance and' presumption. And ' th^ 
Uiere is a light graceful ease about Ihe maimer 
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SOS EDIMBUROH BtnE-STOCKlNOS. 

of thdr trespasses, which would cany off the in- 
dignation of a Diogenes faimBelf. How is it pos- 
sible to feel any serious displeasure agwtnst a 
pretty creature that comes tripping up to you 
with a &n in h«r hand, and seems quite indiffer- 
ent whether you ask her to dance a quadrille 
with you, or sit down by your side, and discuss 
the merits of the last romtm f The truth is, bow- 
ever, t^tat the French ladies in general talk about 
things they do understand something about — or 
at least, whidi it is easy and natural to imagine, 
may be interesting to their feelings. But what 
say you to the Scottish Blue-Stockings, whose 
favourite topics are the Besumption of Cash-pay- 
mentSy the grMt question of Borough Befoim, 
and the Com- BUI ? They are certunly the very 

,/!(»»■ <^ their 8<?x. "Ohe! jam^tjsest" — Iwould 
not be, bodged fu M^ J — — is fcv a moiety of 
his reputation. 

I was at another party of sganewhat the same 

. kindlast night, where, however, I had the satis- 
iacti9i^ of seeing several more characters of some 
note, apd therjc^re, I repented not my going. 

. AfaoDg othei;8, 1 was introduced to Mrs G of 

^j-— n, the author of the Letters Irom the Moim- 

{t«^8.w)d other well known works. MrsG is 

■ r^y.^ ^pn^fwof great talents and acquirements. 
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.and m^ht, withoat ofience to any one, talk up- 
<m anj eabysit she pLeases. But I assure yoti, 
any person tiiat hopes to meet wit^ a Blne-Stock- 
ing, in the common sense of the tum, in diis 
lady, will &el sadly disappointed. She is as plain, 
modest, and unasstmiing, as she could luve been 
had she never stepped from the village, whose 
name she has rendered so celebrated. Instead of 
entering on any long common-place discussions, 
^ther about politics, or political economy, or 
any other of the hackneyed subjects of tea-table 

talk in Edinburgh, Mrs G had the good 

sense to perceive, that a stranger, such as I was, 
came not to hear disquisitions, but to gather 
useful informati{Mi ; and she therefore directed 
ha' conversation entiMly to the subject whidi 
she herself best undeistaiSd&— whidi, in all pro- 
bability, she understands better than almost any 
one else — and which was precisely one of the 
subjects, in regard to which I felt the greatest 
inclination to hear a sensible person speak — 
namely, the Highlands. She related, in a very 
simple, but very graphic manner, a variety of lit- 
tle anecdotes and traits of character, with my re- 
collections of which I shall always have a plea- 
sure in connecting my recollections of herself. 
The sound and rational oijoyment I derived 
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fivm my conversation with this excellent prison, 
would, indeed, atone for much Toare than all d^ 
Kue-Stocking sisteihood have ever been able to 
inflict upMi my patioute. 

Everyour's, 

P.M. 
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LETTER XXVI. 



TO THE SAME. 



I -RGHSHBEK vfb&i Ksoxi, in the first flush of 
his reputation, announced his intention (^spend- 
ing Fftssi^n-week- in Edinbuigfa, to have seen a 
paragn^h extracted &om a Scots newspaper, in 
which this'dxcumstanoeWiasctHamentedon in a 
way»'that I could scarcdy fadp regarding as a 
little ridiculous. I cannot r^cdd the exact words-; 
but Ute northern editor expressed himself some- 
what in this style — " We are happy to hear it 
rumoured, that the celebrated new actor Mr 
Kean proposes mfJdng his first appearance on 
our boards during the approaching holidays. 
He no doubt feels muefa anxiety to have the fa- 
vourable opinion of tiie London public confirmed 
and sanctioned by the mOre fastidious and deli* 
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cate discrimination, which, as all the sons of 
Thespis are well aware, belongs to the enlight- 
ened and refined, although candid and generous, 
audience of our metropolis" 

What the measure of Mr Kean's anxiety on 
this occasion might really have been, I possess 
no means of learning ; but'fitom all that I have 
seen and heard of the Edinburgh audience, I 
must confess I do not think, were I mys^an 
actor, their favourable verdict would be exactly 
the crowning and finishing grace, for which I 
ehoold- wait with any vay supernatural timidity 
uf expectation. That they should for a moment 
dream of themselves as being- entitled to dum 
weight and autbority, equal (to aay nothing of 
superior) to what is claimed and received by the 
great audience of the British cajntal— this is a 
thing,' at tiie first gl&nce, so auperabounding in 
absurdity, that I could scarcely faiave believed it 
to be actually the case, unless, &om innumerable 
little drcumstances and Expressions whidi have 
fiiUen under my own observation, I had been 
compelled to do so. How old this ridicubus 
prejudice of self complacency may be, I know 
not ; but I suspect that it, like many other ridi- 
culous {Wigndtces of tlie place, has been fostered 
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and pampered into its present luxuriant growth 
by tbedamorous and triumphant success of ^m 
Edittbui^h Reviow. Accustomed to see one or 
ttto of thdir fellow-dtizena sitting in undisputed; 
pie-eminKice above all the authors of England, it 
must haTe seemed a small matter that they them-> 
selves should claim equal awe &om the actors of 
Engiacd. when these vaitured to think of Btntt- 
ting their hour on tJiis side of the " Ideal Line." 
—However this may be, there is no doubt the no- 
tion does exist, and the Edinburgh audience: 
ioadjide consider themselres as the most polite, 
assemblage of theatrical critics that the wocld.baa: 
produced since the days of Athens. I think. 
Aristophanes, could he look up and see tiwrn.. 
would observe a -very sad dumge from his own 

fevourife." ffefaraiTW Bt«r«." 

; There is no doubt, that the.size of such.a 
theatre as the Edinbur^ one is much more &• 
vourable to accuracy of critidsm, than a bouse 
af> latter dimmoons can be. It is somewhat 
la^^. than the Hay^Market; but it is quke 
posrable to obsCTve Uie minutest workings of an 
actor's fiice finwa the remotest parts of the pit 
or -the boxes; and the advantages, in point 
of bearing are of course in somewhat the same 
measure. ■ The house, however, has newly been 
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lighted up in a nlost htSSiaat inttaiMr withgB^ 
and this, I should think, must be. anything r*- 
ther tlian an improvemiait, in «> &r as parptxes 
truly theatrical, are concaned. Nothingv indeed^: 
can be mote beautiful than the. dazzliug.offecl 
exbibitad, . wh^n one first ait^ ^e hoiise-^b& 
fore^. peiiiaps,' the curtain is dravn up. The 
wfaoleligbt ptocdeds &bm the centre of the nof, 
where one large sun of crystal . hangs in a blazing 
atmosphere, that defies yoii tx> Jook up to it>-- 
drde within civcLe of white fiame,. all blencLed 
and glowing mto one huge :ori> (tf intolerable 
^lendour. BeneAth Ans flood of radiancy ereiy 
fiKe in the uidience, &om. the gallery to the or- 
obestea, is seen as distinctly as if aU.were seated 
in the c^>en light .of noon-day. And the unaociu- 
tomed spectator feels, when his box-door is open- 
ed to him, as if he -were stepping into a brilhaDt 
baU-room, much more than .as if he woe ent^r*- 
tng a theatre. 

But the moiie complete, the ilfaunination of 
liie whole house, the. vaore difficult it of course 
must be to throw any cxmcentniting and .oc»n- 
mapiding degree of light. iqxm tiie atage;'. and' 
the conseqaepoe, I should thinks is, that ;th& 
pleasure which this audience now derive fi^m 
looking at ea^ other, is just so much taken 
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firora the pleasure which, in f(*mer timei, they 
migfat hove .had in looking at the perfonnera. 
There is nothing mom evident, than that the 
st^e should always be. made to. wear, an ap- 
pearance.in all rejects as diffierwt as possible 
from the rest, of the Ihea^tre. The sp^^or 
Aould be encouraged by all possible arts to ima- 
gine himself a complete eaTesrdropper, a peeper, 
apd a Uatener. who is hearing and seeing things 
that he has no proper right to hear and see. 
And it is. foe this reason, that I approve so much 
of thje arrangement usually observed in th6 
!EVencb» the Gennan, but most of all in the l!l»- 
lian tbeatces, which« whUe it leaves the; whole 
(kudienoe enveloped in one sheet of dim and spfi^ 
wed glcKira, jsjareads upon the stage m^ those 
that tfead it» a flood of glory,; wfaidi m^cesit 
ACHnpaibtiveJy an easy matter to suppofi^..tlWt 
th^ ^uTtain-Bzhich has been cbrawn up y/t^ a, part 
qf the yeil that 8epsi:ates one world of exiAt^i«e 
fimn another. In such a theatre, the QaturaA 
inclination every one feels, is to be as silent as 
possible-^-as if it were not to betray the. secret of 
sn ambush. , tb^ 4l;ten^op» when it is dn^wn at 
oU to the stage, is drawn thithor entirely ; and 
one feels as if he wer6 guilty of a {ueoe of foolish 
negligence every moment he removes his gaze 
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from tlie only pcnnt of lif<ht on whic^ he has the 
power to rest it • • • In such a tbeatre'as 
that of Edinbur^, on the contraiy, all is alike 
daE:de and splendour. The Sandy of the Green- 
room is not a whit more licUculous, or a wbit 
bett^* seen, than his double dose by your side; 
and every blaze of rouge or pearl-powder dis- 
played by the Pseudo-Belles of the distance, 
finds its counterpart or rival on the cheek or 
shoulder of some real goddess on your fore- 
ground. In short, a poor innocent Partridge, 
introduced for the first time to theatrical spec- 
tacle in such a place as this, would, I think, be 
not a little at a loss to discover at what part of 
the house it should be his business to look. H^ 
would of course join in every burst of censure or 
applause ; but he might, perhaps, be mistakoi 
in his idea of what had called for the clamour. 

He might take the ogle of Miss for a too 

impudent clap-trap, or perhaps be caught sob- 
bing his heart out in sympathy with some soft 
ffirtation-scene in the back-row of l^ady — — *s 
side-box. 

Whatever other effects it might have, this 
mode of illumibation was at least very useful to 
me in my inspection of the redoubtaUe Edin- 
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hm^ -adSieaee. T^ieSe great bog-bears of cri- 
ti^m oould not hide one of their heads. from . 
me, and there I vfas armed cap-a-pee wi^i the I 
whole ' proof of CranioMofncal and Physiognomi- i 
cal acQmen, to reconnoitre theirpoints of strength 
and o( -weakness with equal facility and equal 
safety. I looked first, as in duty bound, to the 
gods ; but oould see nothing l^ere worthy of 
detainmg my attention, except the innocent stare 
of a-' yoimg country-girl, who seemed to be de- 
vouring the drop-scene with both her eyes, and 
at the same time rewarding with ah hysterical 
g^ggl^ the soft things whispered into her ear by 
a smooth red-nosed; rather elderly serring-mani 
who appeared to have much the E(ir of being at 
hmne <»i the brink of that Olympus. Neither 
did the boxes seem to present aiiy very great 
field of observation ; but, in fact, most of the 
leading physiognomies in that region of the 
house were already quite suffldiefttly familiar to 
me. It was in' the pit that my eyes at once de- 
tected their richest promise of a regale.- The 
light falling directly upon the skulls in that 
quarter, displayed, in all becoming splendour, 
every bump ani hollOw of every critical cAiniun^ 
belowme. 

VOL. I. X 
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Tfaey h^aaged for the nKMst p&rt. m Mr'W---^ 
whispered to m^ to young attorniei, and clerks 
and apprentices of the same professiOD, who are 
all set free frota their thjwe-legged stools and 
fiistian-sleeves early erery Saturday evtsnAgf 
and who commonly make use of this libtil^ to 
libew their fiices in the pit. A few lawyers of 
a higher order might be seen looking rather su- 
perdbously around them, sprinkled here and 
&ere over the sui&ce of the crowd. Nor wefe 
thae wan^g tome fiices of more stalde breadth^ 
and moK immpTaUe dulness^ than are almost 
tevo* exhibited 0ren l^theduUest of thelqgal tribe 
;— a few quiet comfortable dtizena I oHild see, 
irho certainly looked vary mucb like sbe^ 
amraig foxes, altbou^ I by lio taetaas take 
them to be positive simpletons neither. Pear- 
hMps th^ unquestioning looks of happy antidpor 
lion with which these good people seamed to foe 
waiting for the commencemait of the play, gave 
quite as much promise of jiist critieivn as the 
pert, peaked'features, the impatient uMi aditttu^ 
and merciless pertinacity of grin displayed by 
the jurisprudmtial ZoUi round about tiKoa. 
Such as the two elements were, I could perceive 
that they were to form between themi, as foest 
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ikay mi|^t, tibe atitieftl toueh-^ne of the «ven- 
Vig.^— A^iQ I quote, emite igM>fum pro laqgni- 



The ^ee6 was the new Dr^a fottnded upon 
tfae noT^ c^ Rob R07. I bsd proteised oays^ 
nmeh (Measure is seeing it, from the aeoounts 1, 
had heand of the two ^rmca^ performers th&t 
make their appeatanee in it, and I was nsveg, 
IsH disappoinCed. The styeaeiy, ia Ihe fint 
^hee, Was as t^^oidid as jx^iUe; indeed, tilt 
vrithin these t«7 few years, London nevep 
could shew any thiQg in the least capable of flu»' 
taining a comparison witb it; Whether the 
stage was t6 r^resent the snoall snug'poijitiair of 
Baillie JwVie in the Saltmorket of Gla^w, oe 
the ttfoad and ronbantic natgriificence €)i Loch 
JiAlinimi irind^ atld i«(iedtng amoi^ grovel 
0f birch atid mountains o£ heatheir, themuaogetf 
bad exerted equal UbraaUty, aai his artists 
«qual sldlU tor complete the ohann of their ooua^ 
terfeit There is something very delightful in 
obAarring the ptogrets whit^ tiKaitrieal taste is 
nnkii^ aaoong us, in regard to this pttf 1 6f iti 
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ejects at leut. Nothing gratifies one more than 
to see that great pains have been taken to .please 
them ; and a whole audience is scaisible to this 
kind of pleasure, when they see a new play 
got up with a fine fresh stock of seen^, to sa- 
lute thdr ^es with novelty at every turn of the 
story. Besides^ in such a play as this> it would 
have heai quite intolerable to ducover any want 
of indinataon to give its heroes every posdble 
advantage of visual accranpsniment to tbdr ex- 
otioiM. Every body was already as well ac- 
quainted as possiUe with Mattae, Migor Gal- 
btaith, Andrew Fairsovice and the I>ugald 
Creature — ^to say nothing of those noble kins- 
men, Baillie Jarvie and Rob Koy ; and evoy 
(me would have looked upon it as a sort of insult 
to his own smse and discernment, had he seen 
any of these dear fiiends, otherwise than in the 
aame dress and place in which tiiey had already 
been introduced, and rendoed ^miliar to him 
by the great Magician, whose wiuid had called 
them into bdng. I confess, however, that, &mi- 
liar as I had long been with these chuacters, and 
with that of the Baillie, mprimit, I was p^&ctly 
refreshed and delighted when Uiey stood before 
ipe, tiving and moving in actual bodily presence. 
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•The illusion of theatrical dee^tion cannot po»- 
•fflbly be carried Gather thfui it was in the case. 
<^ Bafllie Jarrie, as personified on thiit occauon 
by Mr Msekay. I could have avrom that every 
eurl in his neat brown periwigs— every button 
on his well-brushed, dark, purple ooat^— every 
wrinkle^in his well-blacked, tall, tight boots, had 
been fitmiliar to me from in&ncy. And thai the 
face— what a fine characteristic leanness about 
the jaws — not the least appearance of starvation 
or feebleness, but the true homy firmness of tex- 
ture that I had always pictured to myself in the 
physiognomy of a Common-coundl-man of the 
Land of Cakes! And what truth of expression in 
the grey eyes of the worthy warm-hearted Bail- 
lie ! The high aerial notes at the ending ,of hix 
sentences, and the fine drcumnavigation of 
sound in his diphthongs, were quite new to my 
ima^nation, but I could not for a single moment 
suspect them of being any odier than authrai- 
tic I could scarce believe him when he said, 
" a body canna carry the Saut-market upon his 
back." 

The " Dugald Creature" vas quite as good in 
his way— indeed even bett«r> for it must have 
required no trivial stretch of power- to be aUe 
to embody 89 much rudeness without taking a 
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angle iotaitnm so much poetry of duxaater. Sob 
Hioy himself made a gloricou ai^>eBnnoe in his 
Uszing tartans, eagle {JniQe, tai^get and lH»adr 
iwnrd; and nobody diat saw him could .quesr 
tiiui his right to levy " blade mul"-!— a siDg^« 
glanoe ^ms sufficient to shew, that, in the opir 
tiion of such a powmage as this whic^ trod, the 
itage before us, 

« Bents and F«ctws, Kigfats of Cbace, 
Sheriffa, Lairds, and their domains. 
All bad seemed but paltry things. 
Net wocdi a moment's pains." 

Mr Murray (the manager) lumse^ persohatMl 
** the Sason Captain," who is tnadie prisoner by 
Roy's. wife, in a style (rf* perfect propriety, look' 
ing more like a soldier, and infinitely mtxre Vke 
. a gentleman, than almost any actor of the jmcv 
sent day, that I have seen on either side of the 
Tweed. I admired particularly the strict att^ 
tfon Whic^ he had paid to his costume; for he 
made hi« appearance in a sujt of uni&rm, wlut^r 
I suppose, must have been shaped exactly aft« ■ 
Ike pattern ctf the Duke of Cumberland's statue. 
The profuse flaps and skirts of the coatu and the 
imart; ferbcious cock^of tke smaH hat, perched 
on liie top of several rows of beautiful stiff curl^ 
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caniedoM bade i^ once to the heutof tfaedi^ 
of Mariboirou^ and ffickent^. 
' Perhaps the most purely del^btfal pert 9i 
ihe^vbtHe play, was t^e opening of one of tbt 
acts, when I found myself suddeidy tram^rtad 
into the gten of Aberfoil, uid heard the pibmck 
of the MacfflTgore stealing atong the light bwaia 
of the mornii^. ammig thoM Tery sfaoiei \rtiA 
had been spread before my &n(^ in so many 
hues oi Arcadian delight, by the novd itsetf, and 
tile Lady of the Lake, its kindred predecessor. 
Alnndy I ftel thiit it is impoaubte I should 
leave Soothind without viatang, in good eavnest, 
ihsM Mxoaatic scenes. Howev^, I must allpvr 
Ihe Mason to be soqaewhat better advanced, ei9 
I tiling of vttittiriiig upon ^t excundon. I 
ink dcilicmuited, indeed, to delay it u long 
u I can, in order ^lat I may see it when adorn- 
ed with its whole midsunmieT gsrniture «f 
kaves. 

Mr Murray acts as manager in hdialf of Mn 
Henry t^ddons, whose hctsbaiid had takm a long 
lease of the ^eatre dictftly before his death. I 
tUidE you onee ixM me that you had Aeen tide 
diatraing actxqss play «t BaA, th»^ove J need 
not say u^ tbii^ about hra- s^le of petfimn* . 
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ance. She is, I be^vfe, ippremted bite a6 4te 
ought to be ; indeed, I know not tbat it IgE tx»* 
able for ' my audience, wheiever assetnUed, at 
however composed, to-be Jnseiuiltlfi to tliei(du«le 
iud delicate &ficinaUoD of. that mast feminine 
aort of acting. In looking at her, one feds that 
tbeie vrould be a want of gallantly. in not beii^ 
delighted with so pure a picture of every thii^ 
that render* the captivatton of womanly grace* 
fulness complete. I speak at present, of course; 
of ha most fitvourite walk. But. you probably 
«re w^ aware that Mrs Henry Siddon« J9 ieaxte- 
ty law successful, when ake' goes down many 
steps in the sc^e of character. Nor do you need 
to be told, that, in the hi^iest walk, of ibe art 
itself, she displays not un&equ^nUy a power, 
and energy, and dignity of feeling.- whi^yii are 
less talked of than they deserve to be, only be- 
cause it is not poiable to. forget, when tilnnking 
of the daughter-in-law, the deeper and more ma- 
jestic magic-of the utmvalled mi^her. 
V The birth of Mrs Siddons and her brathefi (fi>r 
t2iey are <^an ancient Scottish family,) creates no 
.iioonsiderable feeling of interest iatheir favlour, 
amoDg this pe^gree-oreveciDg pe(^e. Theunir 
form propriety. Hid indeed aipiahle and «Eem- 
3 
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plaiy modesty of tbrar own diaracter and de- 
portment, in all the relations of private life, may 
well fumiBh them with yet better claims to tlw 
8 of their f^ow-citiz^is. 

P.M. 
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LETTER XXVII. 



TO THE SAME. 



I SHOULD be veiy much at a loss, if I were 
obliged to say positively, ather at what hour or 
from what point of view, the external appear- 
ance (^this dty is productive of the noUest eP- 
feet. I walk round and round it, and survey it 
from east, west, north, and south, and ereiT'- 
where it assumes some new and glorious aspect, 
which delights me so much at tiie moment, that 
I am inclined to tJiink I have at last hit upon 
the true station from whence to survey -its beau* 
ties. A few steps bring me to some new oni- 
nence, from which some yet wider and mtse di- 
versified picture of its magnificaice opens ita^ 
to my eyes, or periiaps to some winding raying 
the dark and prejcipltous ades of whidb, while 
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they shut out much of this imposing expanse of 
magnitude, form a deep and concentrating frame- 
work, in whose centre some one isolated frag- 
m»it assumes a diaracter of sublimity, that 
seems almost to throw the wider field of variety 
and sploidour into temporary shade. I have at 
last givai up the att^upt ; and ^n axitented to 
let my admiration be as impartial 'as ihe charm 
is universal. 

In evCTy point (rf view, however, the mam 
centre of attraction is the Castle of Edinburgh. 
From whatever side you approach the city — 
wdieibcr by water <»- by land — whether your fo»- 
grouai conust of height or of plun, of heath, of 
trees, or of the buildings of tiie city itself— thii 
gigantic rock lifts itself high above all that sur- 
sounds it, and breaks upon the sky with the 
same commanding Uackness of mingled crags, 
ciiSs, buttresses, and battlements. These, in- 
deed, shkit and vary their outlines at ev^y step, 
but evetywhere t^ne is the Eame unmoved ef- . 
feet of gener^ expression — the same lofty and 
imposing image, to which the eye turns witii 
the same unquestioning worsl^. Wheth^ you 
pass on the southem side, dose imder the bare 
and shattered blocks of granite, where the crum- 
b^g turrets aa the summit seem aa if they had 
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shot otit of the kindred Toek in some ftuitastie 
freak of Nature — and where, amidst the over- 
hanging mads of darkness, you vainly endeavour 
to descry the track by which Wallace scaled- — 
or whether you look from the north, where the 
nigged cliffs find room for some scanty patches 
of moss and broom, to diversify their barren 
grey — and whrac the whole mass is softened 
into beauty by the wild green glen which inter- 
venes betwe^i the spectator, and its foundations 
— wherever you are placed, and however it u 
-viewed, you feel at once that here is the eye cf 
-the landscape, and the essence of the grandeur. 
Neiflier is it pos^ble to say undear what sky 
or atmosphere all this appears to the greatest ad- 
vantage. The heavens may put on what aspect 
they dioose, they never &il to adorn it. Chan- 
ges that elsewhere deform the face of nature, 
and rob her. of half her beauty, seem to pass 
,over this majestic surface only to dress out its 
majesty in some new apparel of magnificence. 
If the air is cloudless and serene, what can be 
finer than the calm reponng dignity of those old 
towas — every delicate angle of the fissured rock, 
every loop-hole and every lineament seen clearly 
and distinctly in all their minuteness? or, if die 
tnist be wreathed around the basisof the loek. 
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and frowniDg fragments of the citadel emerge 
only here and there from out the racking clouds 
that envelope Ihem^ the mystery and the gloom 
only rivet the eye the faster, and half-baffled' 
Imaf^najtaon does more than the work of Sight 
At times, the whole (tetail is lost to the eye — 
one murky tinge of impenetrable brown wraps 
rock and fortress from the root to the summit— 
all is lost but the outline ; but the outline atones 
abundantly for all that is lost. — The cold glare 
of the sun, plunging slowly down into a melan- 
choly west beyond them, makes all the broken 
labyrinth of towers, batteries^ and house-tops 
paint their heavy breadlJi in teAfold sable mag- 
nitude upon that lurid cuivass.— At break (^ 
day, how beautiful is the freshness with which 
the venerable pile appears to rouse itself from its 
sleep, and look up once more with a bright eye 
into the sharp and dewy ar ! — At the " grim 
and sultry hour" of noon, with what languid 
grandeur the broad flag seems to flap its long 
weight of folds above the glowing battlements ! 
When the day-light goes down in purple glory, 
what lines of gold creep along the hoary brow of 
its antique strength ! When the whole heaven 
is deluged, and the winds are roaring Jiercely, 
ftpd « spow and hwl, and stormy vapour," are 
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let loose to make war upon hU front, witii wbat 
an lur of pride does the veteran dtadd brave all 
th^ well-known wrath, " eased in the unfeeling 
■ vmour of <dd tune !" The Capitol itscdf ii but a 
pigmy to thij giant. 

But here, as every-wbere, moonlight is the 
best. Wherever I spend the evening, I must 
always walk homewards by the long line of 
Frince's>Street ; and along all that spaoous line, 
the midnight shadows of the Castle-rock for evor 
spread themselves forth, and wrap the groand 
on which I tread in their broad repose of Mack* 
nes& It is not possible to imagine a more 
majestic accompaniment for the deep pause of 
that hour. The uniform splendour of the habi. 
tations on the left opening every now and tb«& 
taoken glimpses up into the very heart c^ the 
modem tdty — 'the magnificent torace its^^with 
its stable breadth of surface-^the few dying 
lamps that here and there glimmH' faintly— 
and no sound, but the heavy tread ei some 
far-off watchman of the night— this alone might 
be enough, and it is more than almost taxj 
other city could afford. But turn to the rights 
and see what a glorious contrast is there. The 
eternal rock sleeping in the stillness of nature' 
*— its cliffs of granite— its tufts of verdure^- 
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dl ^Ice tteeped in t^ s&me tmveryjng hue <^ 
vayttay — its towers aod piniuoles rising Hke a 
grove c£ <[uiet pc^ajn <p\ its orest-7-tbe whole as 
oolourless as if the sUn h^ never i^one there, ds 
silent as if no voice pf tpsn had ever disturbed 
the edioes of the soleinn stene. Overhead, the 
sky is all caie breathless tsanopy of lu<Ad crystal 
Idue — here and there a small bright star twink- 
ling in the depth of flether — and fujU in the midst 
tlte Moon walking in her vestal glory, pursuing 
as from, the bt^om of etranity, her calm an4 
d^tined wi^ — and pouring down th« silver of 
het sm^cs upon all of lovely and sublime ^bai 
nature and art could heap together, to do ho* 
mage to her radi^ce. How poor, how taniev 
ho^ worthless, does, the converse even of the bc^ 
and wisest of mw appear, wh^ Mntiy and di^T 
ly remembered amidst the st^er'trao^uitlitor of 
this heavenly hour I How deep the gulf tEhatdit 
vides the tongue from the heart-rd)e eofnmunir 
cation of onppaiMonship &<wi the 8<ditude (^ 
man ) How sd/t, yet how awful, thti beduty and 
thf sU^ice of thp houE of spirits ! 

I think it was one of the noblest conceptions 
that ever eAt«%d into tile breast of a poet, wbidi 
made Qoethfropen his Fadstas with a sqene of 
lUQonlight. The resUesspess of ah intellect Wte? 
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ried \n& the vanity of knowMgi^ and tormmi- 
ed wiUt the sleepless agonies (rf* doubt — the mk- 
ness of a heart braised and bufieted by aU. tbe 
demons of presumption — the wild and wander- 
ing throbs of a soul parched among |denty, by 
the blind cruel^ of its own dead affections — 
these dark' and d^ressing mysteries all maddoi- 
ing within the hrain of the fi^mit Student, 
might have suggested oth«> acoompamments to 
Mie who had looked less deeply into the nature 
of Man— who had felt less in his own perscm of 
tliat wUdi he mi^thave been ambitious to de- 
•cribe. But this great master of int^ecf^Was 
well aware to what thoughts, and what fe^ngs, 
tbe perplexed and the bewildered are most an^ 
xioiiB to return. He well knew where it is, that 
Nature has placed the best balm for the wounds 
of the spirit — ^by what indissoluble links She has 
twined her own eternal influences around the 
dry and chafed heart-strings that have most ne- 
glected her tenderness. It is thus, tbat his weary 
and melancholy sceptic speaks — his phial of poi- 
son is not yet mingled on his table — ^but the 
tempter is already listening at his ear, that would 
not allow hitn to leave the world until he shbulil 
have plunged yet deeper into his snares, and 
added sins against his ndghbour, to siui agaimt 
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God, and against himself. I wish I could do jus- 
tice to his words in a translation,— or rather that 
I had Coleridge nearer me. 

Would thou wert gtizmg now thy leat 

Upon my troubles. Glorious Harveit Moon ! 
Well canst thou tell how all my nights have past. 
Wearing away, how slow, and yet how soon i 
Alas! alas! sweet Queen of Start, 
Through dreary dim monastic bars. 
To me thy silver radiance passes, 
Illuminating round me masses ' 
Of dusty books, and mouldy paper. 
That are not worthy of so fair a taper. 
O might I once again go forth, 
To see thee gliding through thy fields of blue. 
Along the hilUtops of the north f— 

O might I go, ai when I nothing knew. 
Where meadows drink thy aofteniag gleam. 
And happy spirits twinkle in the beam. 
To steep my heart in thy most healing dew. 



END OK TOLUME PIEST. 
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